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LIFE OF VOLTAIRE. 


CHAPTER I. 


(1694-1711.) 


F rancois marie AROUET, wUo, in his twenty 

fifth year, called himself Voltaire, was born in Paris, 
November 21, 1694. He came into the world so sickly 
an infant tliat for months he was not exi)ected to sur¬ 
vive, and though he lived to be eighty-three, he suftcred 
much from ill health throughout his prolonged existence. 
His only surviving brother, Armand, was by ten years, and 
his only sister, Marguerite, by nine years, his senior. His 
father, Francois Arouet, sprang from a reputable middle- 
class family of Poitou, whence his grandfather had 
migrated to Paris, and became a thriving clothier. 
Fran9ois Arouet, a man of recognized ability and 
integrity, belonged for many years to the highest class of 
Paris notaries, and prospered in a calling the exercise of 
which included the performance of some of the more 
important functions of the modern English family solicitor. 
He was the notary of the Sullis, the Saint-Simons, the 
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Praslins, and others of the French nobUsse, His wife, 
Marguerite d’Aumard, was well born, and, with her 
husband, found favour in the eyes of members of the 
great families, whose man of business he was. The 
Due dc Richelieu (father of Voltaire’s Duke) and the 
Duchesse de Saint-Simon (mother of the writer of the 
“ Memoires ”) had been sponsors to Armand Arouet. 
A few years before the birth of his second son, M. Arouet 
sold the notaryship which he had purchased in early life, 
and some years later he obtained the well-paid and very 
responsible office of Receiver of Fees and Fines to the 
Chamber of Account 5 (he is sometimes styled its 
treasurer), an important state department which exercised 
jurisdiction in all matters appertaining to the complex 
revenues of the Crown. Besides an official residence in 
town, he had a country house at Chatenay, a pretty 
rural suburb of Paris. Madame Arouet was a friend of 
the famous Ninon de I'Enclos (another of her husband’s 
distinguished clients), who, after having been made love 
to by three generations of P'renchmen, was in her old 
age the centre of a rather brilliant circle of free-thinking 
and free-and-easy persons of both sexes (many of them 
belonged to the aristocracy), forming a sort of social 
opposition to the then gloomy and priest-ridden court at 
Versailles. One of Ninon’s most intimate allies, in her 
later and latest years, was a certain Abbe de Chateauneuf, 
clever, agreeable, musical, who made some figure in 
Paris society, and whose brother, the Marquis (M. 
Arouet had been the notary of both), rose high in the 
diplomatic service of France. The Abb^ became not 
only a great friend of Madame Arouet, but the god- 
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father of her second son, of whom, as he "rew into 
a bright, intelligent, and inquisitive l)ov, he made 
quite a companion. There may he no truth in the 
statement, scarcely credible, that actually at the age 
of three the godson was taught by the godfather to re¬ 
peat the “ Mojsade,” a long-forgotten metrical clTusion 
in which Moses was treated as a cunning impostor, llul 
it is clear that, in heinous contravention of his vows at 
the baptismal font, the godfather did instil a premature 
scepticism into the precocious godson, and taught him 
to scoff at most of the things regarded throughout 
Christendom as sacred,—a fact in the child Arouet’s up¬ 
bringing which deserves to be borne in mind as the story 
of his life is unfolded. Of Madame -Arouet nothing ntorc 
is known than a solitary saying reported by her second 
son. She knew Iloilcau (of whom, too, her husband 
had been the notary), and pronounced him to be “a 
clever book, but a silly man.” Site died when her second 
son was only in his seventh year. 

The motherless boy remained under his widowed 
father’s roof until, verging on his tenth year, he 
entered as a boarder the College I.ouis-le-Grand. 'I bis 
famous seminary was the greatest of all the teaching 
est.iblishmcnts which the Jesuits had founded throughout 
France, in order to inHucncc the minds of its youth. 
There were two classes of boarders—that to which the 
young Arouct belonged, and a superior one of boys of 
good family, among them some very highly born, each 
of whom had a room to himself, and often a valet of his 
own to wail on him. With several of these the young 
Arouet formed friendships which proved both lasting 
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and useful, notably with the two D’Argensons, sons of 
ilie jiotcnl Minister of Police, the elder of whom became 
Minister of War, and the younger Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. Some sixty years afterwards Voltaire put into 
the mouth of an interlocutor in an imaginary dialogue, 
represented to be an old pupil of the College Louis-lc- 
Grand, a scornful denunciation of the insufficiency and 
general inutility of the education received at it. On 
leaving it, the diatribe winds up, “ I knew some Latin 
and a parcel of slulT.” But in more genial moods 
Voltaire bore testimony to the merits of his Jesuit 
teachers, and to the “ delicious hours ” which he spent 
when listening to the prelections of the amiable Father 
Por( 5 e, one of his professors of rhetoric. He acquired 
a tolerable knowledge of Latin, but never wrote it with 
anytliing like scholarly correctness, and his acquaintance 
with Greek was very slender. 

There was one talent shown very early by the boy, the 
development of which his teachers did not fail to encour¬ 
age. “ Just out of my cradle I lisped in verse” (“ An sortir 
dll berceau fai begaye dcs vers ”), Voltaire says in a line 
which calls to mind Pope’s well-known boast. Probably 
it was very soon after his entrance into the college that 
his gift of versifying became known to his superiors, 
and that occurred the following incident, told by 
Voltaire himself. There came to the college an old 
soldier, who asked one of the masters to indite a few 
complimentary verses to be presented on the approaching 
New Vear’s day to the Dauphin, in whose regiment he 
had served, and whose purse he hoped thus to open. 
The master, busy or unwilling, sent him to the little 



VOLTAIRE. 


15 


Arouct, wlio dashed ofi" the verses wanted, aiul they 
produced the desired cficcl. 1his feat of the young 
collegian was talked of, according to Voltaire, even at 
Versailles, and led the Ahbe de Chuteaiincuf to present 
to the aged Ninon de I’Enrlos his clever little godson. 
She was so taken with the boy that, again according to 
Voltaire’s own account, she left him a legacy of 2,000 
francs (say ^80) to buy books with. 

Other anecdotes, and they are many, of the boy 
Arouel, during his seven years’ residence in the College 
Louis-le-Grand, are either insignificant or unauthenti- 
cated. 1 he most salient of them all would, if true, be 
significant. The Jesuit fathers encouraged their more 
advanced pupils to debate questions, sacred and profane, 
ingatherings presided over by a school authority. At one 
of these discussions. Father Le Jay, the popular Father 
PortJe’s unpopular colleague, is said to have been so 
irritated by some audaciously heterodox remarks of the 
youthful Arouet, that he came down from his presidential 
chair, and seizing the delincjuent by the collar, gave him 
a good shaking with the apostrophe: “Unhappy boy I 
you will one day be the sLandard-bearer ” (in Condorcet’s 
version, “the Coryphaeus’’) “of Deism in France,” a 
prophecy which has a strong look of being manufactured 
after the event. As it happen.s, the young Aroticl's 
first appearance in print—and that during his school 
years—is as the writer of a most devout piece of verse, 
suggested by an equally devout composition of this very 
Father Ix: Jay. The school authorities were so pleased 
with it that they printed it at the time as “ Ode siir 
Sainte-GeneviJive. Imitation d’une Ode latine du R. 
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r. Le Jay par Francois Arouet « 5 tudiant en rh»?torique 
et pensionnairc du College Louis-le-Grand.” In it the 
boy-poet implores St Genevieve, the tutelary saint of 
Paris, to succour, as in the legends of yore, France in 
the hour of her dire distress. 

It is a decidedly spirited piece, and much of the 
patriotic emotion expressed in it may well have been 
genuine on the part of a clever and susceptive French 
boy, who, at home, during the long autumnal holidays 
and otherwise, must have heard of the dangers in which 
the War of the Spanish Succession was involving his 
country. With the close of 1708, the date assignable to 
the composition of the ode, France was overwhelmed 
by disasters of every kind. After their victory at Oude- 
narde (July 11, 1708), Marlborough and Eugene captured 
Lille. Its fall (23rd of October) seemed to open to the 
allies the road to Paris, which long afterwards Voltaire 
the man, drawing on the reminiscences of Arouet the 
boy, described as struck with terror by the news. To 
what the boy Arouet saw and felt then may be partly 
ascribed the detestation of war often expressed by 
Voltaire the man. To the danger from the enemy were 
added the calamities of a general famine in France. 
Brown bread was substituted for white on the college 
trenchers, and a hundred livres were paid by the good 
M. Arouet to avert from his delicate second son such a 
change of diet. 

In comparatively recent years there were discovered 
and printed some letters written by the boy Arouet, during 
his later stay at the College Louis-le-Grand, to a young 
friend who had left it. They furnish some indications. 
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slight, but genuine, of his nliitudo towards clericalism 
at i6 and 17, some ycjrs after the comj)osition of tiic 
ode to St. Genevieve. 'I’hcy are affectionate, ex¬ 
tremely polite, and liave tlie negative characteristic of 
containing very little school gossip. 'I hc little that there 
is of it shows generally contempt for the devotionrd 
elenrent in liis scliool-life, and in the as[)iraiions of 
some of his more orthodox schoolfellows. One letter 
opens with the intimation, “I have just come out from 
retreat, wearied to death, and laden with fifty sermons.” 
Again, after reporting a remark made to him that his 
correspondent an<l himself thought of hecoming clerics, 
” I replied,” he says, “ that I was not suflicicntly virtuoin 
for that kind of life, and that you had loo much intelli¬ 
gence to commit such folly.’ lie goes on to ridicule 
the adoption, hy two of his schoolfellows, of a clerical 
career, “after they had reflected on the dangers of a 
world of the charms of which they were ignorant, and 
^ on the pleasures of the religious life of which they did 
'^nol foresee the disagreeables.” 'I'hc only diflicnlty with 
these pious young gcnllenien liad been to decide whic h 
ecclesiastical order they would join, “any kind of life 
appearing to them good, if they could but ejuit ibis land 
of crime, such being llic name they give to whatever is 
not cloister or monkery. Having, in a quarter of an hour, 
considered every order in succession, each seemed so 
attractive that they could not fix on any without re¬ 
gretting all the Olliers ; and lliey would have remained 
lor ever undecided, like Ibiridan’s ass, which died of 
liunger between the two bundles of hay,” when they be¬ 
thought them of leaving the decision to chance. “ I'hus,” 
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the youni' satirist concludes, “a throw of the dice deter¬ 
mined one to be a Carmelite and the other a Jesuit.” 

The latest extant of these letters was written at the 
yearly breaking up of the college for the autumn Irolidays. 
'1‘here was, on the occasion, the usual peifonnancc of a 
moral or religious play by some of the pupils, which 
tlic rank and fashion of Paris were wont to honour willt 
their presence, ^\'hatever influence these representations 
may have liad in stimulating the dramatic instincts of 
the young .^rouct, he nowhere makes any but the follow¬ 
ing solitary and episodical rcfeicncc to them : two monks 
who were present at the i)crformancc, he tells liis cor¬ 
respondent, somehow fell down and “broke eacli others 
iKM'ks—just as if they had come only for our amusement,” 
the )'outhful reporter adds, evidently chuckling at the 
catastrophe. 'I'o whatever c.\tent the young Arouet may 
have learned, in odes and otherwise, to adopt the de¬ 
votional tone of his Jesuit teachers, he was in all likeli¬ 
hood a decided sceptic when at 17 he left the College 
l.ouis-le-Cirnnd. 


I 



CHAITKR II. 

(1711-16.) 

W lir.X ihc son relumed hotjie from colli-ic ihe 
father wished liiin to study for tlie bar, and 
intended, after he had passed as an avoaii, to pur¬ 
chase for him admission lo a suj>erior class of jilcaders. 
The young gentleman seems accordingly to have at¬ 
tended the prescribed lectures on jurisprudence, but 
only to be disgusted with the study of the law, as this 
then stood and was taught in 1 -rance. “I belong to 
Paris, \ ollaire makes a full-flctlged tivoitif say in an 
imaginary dialogue, written many years afterwards, “and 
they kept me for three years studying the laws of ancient 
Rome, and so forth. He jiassed his time much more 
congenially as the welcome guest of the so-called “So¬ 
ciety of the Temple,” to which, when a mere schoolboy, 
but a precocious one, Ite is said lo have been introduced 
by his godfather. 'I'his was a cluster of epicurean wits, 
poets, and men of rank, among them the Due do Sulli, 
of whom the Anacreontic and frcc-lhinking Abbe de 
Chaulieu, laden with fat benefices, was the laureate. 
Their young was bright, witty, with distinguished 
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manners, and an unsurpassable gift for throwing olT 
graceful, sympatlictic, and flattering verse. He took 
delight in making himself agreeable to friendly associates 
far above him in social position. They encouraged him 
to off at old-fashioned ethics and at the sombre pietism 
of the Court at X’ersailles, and to join in the worship of 
the goddess I’leasure, as the one religion for a Frenchman, 
old or young. Ilis father, distressed by his neglect of 
law and his laxity of life, sent him to Caen, the “ Athens 
of Normandy," where he was well received, but soon fell 
into disgrace, by “ reciting verses against morality and 
reliiiion." Old M. Aroucl was at his wits’ end to know 
what to do with this scapegrace of a son, when an 
opportunity was presented for getting him away, with 
some t hance of permanent absence, not only from Paris, 
but from France. The 'Freaty of Utrecht (signed April 
* 3 ) *713) brought the War of the Spanish Succession to 
an end so far as ICngland and Holland were concerned. 
Dijdomaiic relations between France and Holland were 
resumed, and the Marquis de Chaleauneuf, brother of 
young Avouct’s godfatlier (who died some years before), 
was appointed French Ambassador at the Hague. He 
consented to take his departed brother’s godson with 
him in his suite, and in the autumn of 1713 the young 
gentleman found himself in the capital of Protestant 
Holland. But he did not allow a long respite to his 
father’s anxieties about him. Very soon after his arrival 
at the Hague he fell in love with a Mademoiselle 
Dunoyer, whose mother, a Frenchwoman, separated 
from her husband, pandered to the tastes of gossip and 
scandal-loving readers by writing memoirs and anecdotes 
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of the living, for whitli slie drew largely on her imagina¬ 
tion. 'I'lie (laughter—she had previously been engaged 
to lean Cavalier, the hero of the revolt in the Ceveiincs, 
who seems to ha\e jilted her—gave decided encourage¬ 
ment to her f.iscinaling Parisian admirer, some \ears her 
junior. In this case there was no talk of marriage, and 
if tiiere had been, the lover's j)Osition was insigniiKant 
and his prospects dubious. Madame Dimoyer forbade 

him the house. Then followed stolen interviews the 

• 

young lady, once at least, in male attire, visiting liie 
young gentleman in his room, to whir h his chief conlined 
him. hearing that his suballein's im|)rudence might 
compromise liim with the Dutch auihoritic';, the am¬ 
bassador sent him back to his fatiier and to Parks, where 
he arrived, after scarcely three months’ absence, at the 
close of 1713. 

M. Arouet was a very irascible old gentleman. In 
the first burst of his anger at having his sen thus 
returned upon his hands, he talked of consigning him 
to jarison under a letln dc oiAict, a llireai ulm.h was 
softened into one of bundling him off to the I rench 
West India islands. At last ho consented to allow the 
culprit to remain in Paris, but only on condition that be 
entered the ofike of an allorney, with whom he w.\s to 
board, and who was to train him for that l.ir Irotn 
brilliant vocation. With the beginning of 171.}, young 
Arouet was duly installed in the liousehold of M. .Main, 
attorney, of the Rue Pavee St. Rcrnard. Me made use 
of his opportunities in his new and strange employment 
to acejuire a knowledge of ordinary law-procedure, which 
he turned to account in the course of his varied career. 
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Another of his acquisitions was the admiration of one of 
his fellow-clerks, Thieriof, an idle young fellow, but 
with some taste for literature, who became his henchman 
and trumpeter. His slay under M. Alain’s roof did not 
last beyond a few months apparently. His father, who 
was far from implacable, yielded to his pleadings and 
those of his friends, and he was permitted to abandon 
the incongruous drudgery of incipient altorneyLsm. 
Probably the young gentleman persuaded his father to 
make him an allowance, and to let him do what he 

liked with himself. However this may have been, in 

the very year of his admission into M. Alain’s office, he 
was making a noise in the Paris world of letters. He 
had competed for a prize offered by the French Academy 
to the writer of the best poem on the new choir at Notre 
Dame. 'J'he ode which he sent in was devotional enough 
in tone and tenor. Put the prize was awarded to an 
elderly Abbe, on whom and whose chief patron among 
the Academicians his disappointed rival took revenge in 
a stinging satire, “ Le Bourbier.” With its appearance 
its author at once leapt into notoriety, and earned a 

reputation as a satirist, which stood him in ill stead 

aflersvards. 

The young poet was already, however, occupied with 
a more ambitious literary enterprise. He had begun his 
tragedy of “CEdipe,” founded on the masterpiece of 
So|)hocles, the CKdipus King, a subject handled by 
Corneille not with striking success. He represents the 
project as having first dawned on him in the course of a 
connection by which, in more ways than one, his early 
career was influenced. It arose out of his introduction 
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to the so-called “Court of Sceaux,” presided over by a 
very high lady, the Duciiessc du Maine, a granddaughter 
of the great Conde, and the wife of the eldest surviving 
though illegitimate son (by Madame de Monles|)an) ot 
l-ouis XIV. A certain accomplished and seliolarly M. 
de Malezieu had been tutor to the Duke, who afterwards 
presented him with a villa at Chatenay, near Sceau.v, 
where M. Arouet, it will be remembered, had a country 
house. Malc/ieu made the accpiaintance of his clever 
young occasional neighbour, and introduced him to the 
Court of Sccaux. I’rivate theatricals were a favourite 
amusement of the Duchc'^s, and among the pieces 
represented at Sccaux were I'rcnch versions of Creek 
dramas. At the performance of one of these, tlie 
Iphigenia in Tauris of Kuripidcs, young Arouet was 
present, and then it uas, he says, that there came into 
his head the notion of adapting for the h'rench stage the 
great Sophoclean tr.agcdy. He may have completed 
“fEdipe" wlten, on Se[)lember i, 1715, I.ouis XIV. died, 
unmourned by his people whose li\ cs and substance he 
had wasted in disaslrous^vars. Some time before, Louis 
had, by edict, both Icgilimi/cd his illegiliinale sons, and 
vested in them the succession to the throne in the 
event of the failure of nominally legitiinale heirs. 'I'hc 
I>uc du Maine, as the eldest of these legitimi/ccd- 
illegitimate princes, might thus be one day King of 
France. In his will Louis constituted his iicpliew, llic 
Duke of Orleans, head of a council of regency which was 
to administer the government during the minority of his 
great-grandson and imnicdiale successor, the boy-king 
Louis XV. The will gave his favourite son, the Uuc du 
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Maitic, a scat in this council, making him also guardian 
of the young king, and entrusting to him the control of 
tlie Household troops. ^Vilhin, however, not many 
hours of the death of Louis, the Parliament of Paris, at 
the instance of the Kegent-Duke of Orleans, cancelled 
both of these provisions of the will. 'Ihe Due du 
Maine himself seems to have taken the matter quietly, 
but his Duchess, a clever, ambitious, and intriguing lady, 
went at once into opposition to the new One 

chief mode of political opposition in the France of 
that time was the distribution of latnj)Oons against the 
ruling powers, and the young Arouct had already shown 
himself a master of satire. Very possibly he brought 
this weapon into jjlay in the supposed interest of his 
patroness, the Diu hess du Maine. At all events, to 
Arouet was ascribed the authorship of some atrocious 
verses on the Regent and the Regent's daughter, who 
was every way worthy of her dissolute father, the Duchessc 
de Berri. As a consequence, in the first week of May, 
1716, was launched a rescript exiling the “Sieur Arouet 
/i/s" to 'J'ulle, a dull town some three hundred miles 
from his beloved Paris. Then old M. Arouet indul¬ 
gently intervened. Probably at the expense of truth, 
he represented to the authorities that at Sully on the 
Ivoire his son had relatives, who would “ correct his 
imprudence and temper his vivacity;” so Sully, as the 
place of exile, was substituted for Tulle. With or without 
relatives in that region, the young gentleman is forthwith 
found enjoying himself in the best of company as the 
guest of the Due de Sulli, in the chateau of the same 
name. But impatience of restraint, and a restlessness 
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which became habiuinl, soon made him weary of his 
new abode. He addressed to the Duke of Orleans, to 
whom it was to be communicated by influential friends, 
an adulatory epistle in rhyme, with protestations, 
sincere or insincere, of liis innocence of the particular 
misdemeanour with which he had been charged. 'I'he 
easy-going Regent relented, and in tlic autumn he \Yas 
allowed to return to Paris. This act of grace drew from 
old M. Arouet an undoubtedly genuine and interesting 
comment, >vhkh has been preserved, on the character and 
career of his second son. It has escaped the notice of 
Voltaire’s chief recent biographers that, in a letter ad¬ 
dressed by his father (October, 1716) to the I'residenl of 
llie Chamber of Accounts, there occurs this rather touch¬ 
ing and suggestive passage : “ Perhaps, Monsei^^nfur^ even 
you may have heard that it has plc.ised the Regent to 
recall my son from his c.xile. The exile distressed me 
much less tlian does tliis precipitate recall, which will 
complete llic ruin of the young man, iirtoxicatcd as he is 
by the success of his poetry, and by the praises and 
welcome bestowed on hi>n by the great, whom, with all 
the respect that I owe to them, 1 must regard as really 
poisoning him.” 



CHAPTER in. 

(1716-19.) 

A fter leaving Sully, Arouct is found no longer 
under his father’s roof, hut the denizen of a Paris 
lodging-house. The event proved that old M. Arouct 
had good reason to fear the consequences of his son’s 
return to Paris. Before the end of 1716 he was having 
advances made to him by the right-hand man of Charles 
XII. of Sweden, the Baron de Goerlz, then in Paris, who 
was planning against England a coalition behvtten Charles 
and Charles’s old enemy, the Czar Peter. Goertz 
appears to have been so struck by the young man’s 
cleverness as to have invited him to accompany him on 
a European journey in furtherance of his schemes. 
Notlhng came of the invitation, but Goerl/.'s commuuings 
with Arouct were doubtless made known to the authori¬ 
ties, who liad spies everywhere, and who were keeping a 
watchful eye on the disafleclcd and dangerous young 
poet, apparently more irritated by his exile to Sully than 
grateful for his recall from it. He must have been much 
maligned if, during the winter of 1716 and the spring of 
1717, he was not busily occupied in lampooning the 
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Regent, at the instance of the angry Duchesse du Maine. 
']'he poet’s best modern biographers have doubled 
whether he was really at that time active in thus aiding 
and abetting the intrigues of the aspiring Duchess. But 
researches in the archives of the riasiillc, made since 
they wrote, indicate that Demoulin, a former clerk of 
old M. Arouet, and then and years afterwards employed 
in various ways by his second son, was engaged in 
promoting the illicit printing of pamphlets again>t, and 
libels on, the Regent, some of them in all likelihood 
young Arouel's handiwork. 

I'orlunately, however, for his f.inic, Arouet was being 
led, in the intervals of lampooning, towards a poetic 
enter[)rise more worthy of his genius; and it must be 
remembered that even bis “(ICdipe,” ibe hero of which 
had innocently, because unconsciously, married his own 
mother, was sometimes, though (juite wrongly, regarded 
as glancing at the criminal relations whub Parisian 
scandal talked of as existing between the Regent and bis 
daughter, the Duchesse do IJerri. 'I'hc Lent of 1717 was 
passed by Arouet in the Chateau of Saint-.\ngc, in the 
Forest of Fontainebleau, as the guest ol one of the new 
friends whom lie was always niakijig and f.rscinating, 
M. dc Caumarlin, a very interesting old gentleman, 
Caumariin had filled high official [losilions anti niovctl 
in the best French society of his time. His father had 
been a confidential friend of the Cardinal dc Ret<c, and 
he himself liad at his fingers ends all the anecdotal 
history of the reign of Louis XIV., much of which, 
poured into a willing ear, was reproduced when, long 
afterwards, Voltaire came to write the '■Siecle dc Louis 
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Quatorzc.” But, above all things, Caumartin was a wor¬ 
shipper of Henry IV. of France, who, it has been said, 
built for his Gabrielle that very Chateau of Saint-Ange. 
‘I hc fervour with which the elderly host sang the praises 
of his favourite iiero, inspired his young guest with a 
desire to turn into verse the story of the gallant kings 
successful struggle against the anti-Protestant League of 
French grandees, aided by the power of Spain and of the 
Papacy. 

Full of enthusiasm for his new theme, the poet re¬ 
turned to Paris, to find his earlier dramatic project about 
to be carried into effect. The players had accei)ted 
“CFdipe.” Bur, as happened more than once in his 
career, just when Fortune seemed to smile on him most 
graciousl)-, the worst was about to bcf.dl him. A pre¬ 
tended friend, one of the Regent’s innumerable spies, 
Beauregard, an officer in tlie army, denounced him to 
the authorities on the strength of alleged conversations 
with him in his Paris lodging just after his return from 
Sainl-Angc. According to the spy’s report, Arouet had 
not only grossly abused the Regent and his daughter, 
but had boasted of his authorship of a I-atin lapidary 
inscription (probably accompanying a drawing of a statue 
of France) which, circulated from hand to hand, had 
made considerable stir in Paris. It catalogued some of 
the Regent’s crimes and misdemeanours, real or supposed. 
“ Regnantc puero ” (the young Louis XV.), “ veneno et 
incestis famoso administrantc ” (the Regent) were the 
opening words of the inscription, and are quite sufficient 
to indicate its tone and tenor. Arouet afterwards declared 
that he was not only innocent of the authorship of this 
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inscription, l)ut that he had never so much as ^een it. 
Unfortunately, in such cases, the mere denials, wlicthcr 
of Arouet the youth or of \*olia:re the man, go (or 
nothing. He was arrested and (May, 1717) lodged in 
the Pastille, where, after a strict examination of him hy 
the policc-iniuister. D’Argenson, f.ulier of his old sthool- 
fellows, he was left a [iri.soner for nearly a jear. 

Little is known w'lth certainty of the troalnient whiclr 
the poet received during his captivity, hut this, under any 
circtimstances, must have been very trying to so restless as 
well as social a being. It is said that he was deprived of 
pen, ink, and paper, as a punidiinent for the use which 
he was supposed to have made of them in freedom. 
Among the things, however, he asked for and which 
were granted him a few days after his arrival in 
the Bastille, were two volutnes of Homer, (Ireek and 
Latin. One glimpse we have of him dining with the 
Governor of the Bastille. As the weeks rolled on lie 
may have persuaded that official to allow' him writing 
materials, and the u.se of other books (some of J^'ronrli 
history among them)—concessions occasionally allowed, 
though under stringent conditions. He was soon oc¬ 
cupied with the poetic enterprise which happily had been 
suggested to him at Saini-Ange. His, indeed, was a 
brain incessantly active and irrepressibly productive. 
Even during his most troubled hours, he had a singular 
power of forgetting annoyances in absorbing work. 'I'he 
second canto of “La Liguo,” the poem which grew into 
the famous “ Henriade," he is represented as composing 
in the Bastille in his sleep, say, rather, wlien awake 
during the watches of the night. It is the canto in 
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which Henri Qualie, during an imaginary visit to 
England, tells Queen Elizabeth llie gruesome story of 
the Saint liarlholomew massacre. 

At the beginning of 171S tlie rigorous D’Argenson 
was promoted to be Keeper of the Seals. His successor 
as Lieutenant of Police appears to have been induced to 
intercede for the poet-prisoner, whose fatlier also took 
some part in the successful intervention. On April 10, 
1718, there was inscribed in the Paris police-registers 
this entry : “ 'I'lic intention of his Royal Highness,” the 
Regent, “ is that the Sieur Arouet J/Zs, a jrrisoner in the 
Pastille, be set at liberty and relegated to Cliatenay near 
Sceaux, where his father, wlio has a country-house there, 
offers to take charge of him.” Next day, after nearly 
eleven months’ imprisotmienl, the Prodigal Son left the 
Pastille for his father’s house at Chatenay, and under the 
paternal roof, there or in Paris, he appears to have had a 
home whenever he chose to make use of it, during the 
remainder of old M. Arouet’s life. Successive rc(iviests 
to be allowed to visit Paris, for shorter or longer ircriods 
of days and weeks, having been granted, on October 12, 
1718, was registered the most welcome “permission for 
the Sieur Arouet de i'oltairc to come to Paris as often as 
he pleases.” Among the fruits of his prison reflections on 
his j^ast life had been the resolve to change his name (as 
Moliere, originally Potpielin, and other celebrities had 
done before him)—a name under which he had suffered 
so much and incurred so inucli odium. The “ Arouet ” 
was eliminated by degrees, and in a few months he was 
known generally as Voltaire, or as M. de Voltaire when 
addressed, or ^Yrilten of, in more ceremonious fashion. 
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The origin of the famous j)seudon>in is still debated. 
The dominant theory resolves it into an an.igram of 
Aroiict i.j. (k jemu). 

^\ith this change in liis surname, Voltaire's first great 
triumph in public was fast approaching. During a few 
weeks after tlie issue of the order autl>ori/ing him lo\i>it 
Paris when he pleased, he was fruitfully busy there 
among the players and his friends. The performance of 
‘‘ Cl'.dipe,” suspended by his imprisonment in the 
Bastille, was fixed for November i8, 1718, at tlie 
ComeVJic 1 -ran^aisc. '1 he house was full, and the play, 
Well acted, was completely and conspicuously successful. 
The majority of the audience knew nothing of Sophocles, 
and were unfamiliar with Corneille's “ (Pdipe," so that in 
spite of the love intrigue which Voltaire had grafted on 
the stern (iretk tragedy, the deeply interesting plot, inn 
folded in impressive and graceful verse, kept curiosity 
on the stretch. One of Voltaire’s most significant 
additlon.s to the original (ns he knew it through Dacier's 
I'rench translation,) was his expansion of the slight 
reference made by the Sopbocican (Tdipus to the pre¬ 
dictions of the Oracle as the cause of all liis .seeming, 
and only seeming, criminality, followed by Jocastn’s 
daring protest against the injustice of tlie gods in dooming 
her to unconscious guilt. “ In my own despite, and in 
blind ignorance,” Voltaire makes his (Edipe say, “ I 
was Ihe slave and tool of an unknown power. 'I'his is 
my sole ofTence; I know no other. O pitiless gods! 
yours arc my criinc.s, and yet you punish me for tiicm.” 
So, too, Jocastc, at the moment of committing suicide; 
“Virtuous I lived: I die without remorse. . . . Amid 
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the liorrors beneath which Destiny cruslics me, I have 
made blush the gods who forced me to crime.” All this 
is very alien to the antique spirit of the original, in wljich 
no hint is given that Qidipus and his wifc-motlicr arc not 
righteously punished for crimes committed by them un¬ 
wittingly, and to the commission of which they weie 
driven in accordance with supernal prescience. In his 
quite modern treatment of the fmale, Voltaire may have 
had in view the predeslinarianism of the Jansenists in 
general, and of that furious Jansenisl, his brother Armand, 
in particular, which, for no fault of their own, doomed to 
everlasting punishment so many of the human race. But 
this is a theory of the closet, not of the boxes and pit of 
a theatre,—tlie occupants of which, however, during the 
first performance of “ Qi^dipe,” were ready enough to 
make a present application of here and there a seemingly 
suggestive line or distich. Before the catastrophe which 
made good their sinister predictions, the Sophoclcan 
OEdipus and Jocasla speak slightingly of Oracles. But 
the audience at the Comedie Fran^aise evidently thought 
that Voltaire was ministering to the then fashionable 
unbelief, when they apidaudcd loudly the declaration of 
his Jocaste : “ Priests are not what a foolish people 
think them to be ; their knowledge lies only in our 
credulity.” A curious episode of the performance 
remains to be mentioned. In one of the scenes in which 
figures the High Priest of Jupiter (who in “ Oidipc ” 
combines with his own part that played by Tircsias in 
the original), Voltaire, having slipped on a theatrical 
costume, appeared on the stage, carrying the Pontiflf’s 
train, and indulging, it would seem, in some antic gestures 
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very ina{)propriatc to the solemn dialogue. Among thc 
great people present uas the .Marecliale de \'illaJ. the 
handsome and much courted wife of the very distin¬ 
guished and veteran Marsl.al of France, who h.ad brou-ht 
10 a close the insurrection in llie ('cvennes, ‘ the lieio 
of Denain," where he was vi..tor in the last (onsjjicuoiis 
battle (July 20, 1712) of the War of the Spanish Suc¬ 
cession, helping to terminate it by defeating, then and 
there, the Dutch under Albemarle, and the Ititperialisis 
under Prince Kugene. "Who is that young man bent 
on ruining the piece?" the Mardchalc is said to have 
exclaimed. On being told that it was the author liimself, 
she had him, so N'ollairc says, presented to her in her 
box, and then to the .Marechal himself, a very genial old 
gentleman willi some liking for ]>oetry and drama. Jl 
was the beginning of a hn^g intimacy between the ex- 
notary’s son and these two high personages. 

“Gi^dipe had a run, said to Ire unprecedented, of 
forty-five nights, bringing its author a considerable sum. 
In spite of the sinister rumours previously mentioned, the 
Kegent and the Duchessc de Herri went to see it, and, 
crowning triumph of all, it was played before the young 
king at Versailles. About this lime, in a rather obse¬ 
quious letter, Voltaire asked the Regent to listen to 
some ‘‘fragments of an epic’’—the “Ileniiade" that 
was to be—"on the ancestor whom you most re¬ 
semble." He signed himself "your very poor” \'oltairc, 
and hinted that he deserved to owe his Royal Iliglmcss 
some other obligation than that of having been "cor¬ 
rected by a year of the Bastille.” Probably it was to 
make use of this oi)porlunity of binding over to 

3 



34 


LITE OF 


t 


l<cc[) the peace the wielder of so dangerous a pen, 
tliat the Regent made him a present, it is alleged, of 
a tliousand crowns {^{^330), and certainly bestowed on 
him a pension from Ins privy purse of 1,200 livres (say 
^ 5 ®)) 'vhicli for many a year, and long after the Regent’s 
death, \'oltaire appears to have drawn from the cxche<jucr 
of the House of Orleans. Soon after its performance, 
“(Rdipc”\\as published and dedicated to the Regent’s 
wife. Its publication was followed by a host of pamphlets 
laudatory and depreciatory. '1 hesc gave rise to a series 
of (printed) letters to a friend, in which Voltaire criti¬ 
cized the “ Qi,dipus lyrannus” of Sophocles, and his 
own and Corneille’s “O-dipc.” Seneca’s and Dryden’s 
dramas on the same subject he dues not seem to have 
heard of. \N ith consitlerable ingenuity, lie iniroducetl 
incidentally in these letters a statement which was 
intended to prove himself entirely innocent of past 
pcditical satire. 'I'his he attempted by denying most 
emphatically—and for once truthfully—the authorship 
of a piece which had been attributed to him, while at 
the same time he cpiietly ignored the lampoons for which 
mainly ho had been punished. Soon after the death of 
I-ouis XIV. there had been circulated a little piece known 
as the “ J’ai vii,” of which almost all of ^'ollaire’s bio¬ 
graphers, following \ oliaiic himself, have made too much. 
“During that reign, I have seen this, that, and the other 
evil thing done,” it ran, enumerating several of them, and 
winding up thus : “I have seen the hypocrite honoured, 
and, which is saying everything, the Jesuit adored. I 
have seen these evils under the fatal rule of a prince 
whom once the AVraih Divine granted, as a punishment, 
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to our ardent wi>lics. I have seen llicsc evils, niul I am 
not yet twenty.” In town and country tlic ‘‘ ] ai vu ’ 
was attributed to the }'ouni' .\rouet, but (|uito wronj^ly, 
and lie succeeded, as be boasts loudly, in proving bis 
innocence of this particular misdemeanour. He had, 
Iiowcver, been exiled to Sully eight months, and im¬ 
prisoned in the Ilaslille some twenty months, after the 
appearance of the “ I have seen.” In any ease the “ J’ai 
vu” could not have greatly irritated the Regent, since it 
dealt wiili a previous for wliich, at the commence¬ 

ment of his own, he had promised to substitute one much 
less despotic. The artful apologist breathes not a syllable 
of the stinging lines on the Regent and liis daughter which 
exiled him to Sully, or of the “ Regnante I'uero ” wliich 
sent him to the Hastillc. In point of fact, Voltaire was 
turning over a new leaf, and wished to persuade the 
world tl.at there was no new leaf to turn over. The 
eleven mouths of the Rastillc had taught him a severe 
lesson, and the bounty of the Regent had inspired him 
with new hopes. Thenceforth, though the audacities of 
his pen involved him in many troubles, it was wielded no 
more to assail overtly I-'rcnch royalty or it.s representatives 
and associates. On the contrary, whatever his private 
thoughts, Voltaire usually addressed thrones, principa¬ 
lities, and powers, at home and abroad, in language of 
the most courtier-like adulation, if mainly with an e)e to 
his own advantage. 



CIIAI’TICR IV. 

(1719-26-) 

\^ITII the Iriumph of “ CKdipe," Volt;iire wjs 
V V more than ever caressed by the great, and for 
years nuicli of his time was passed in visits to llicir 
chalcaux. He was, liowcver, under the paternal roof in 
laris when his father died there, in his sevcnty-fouitli 
year (January i, 1722), having just before been suc¬ 
ceeded by Ills eldest son, Armand, in his post at tlie 
Chatnber of Accounts. Ah Arouet’s will, made in the 
preceding August, lay, legible and accessible, for more 
than a luindred and fifty years, among the papers in the 
office of his various notarial successors, but its contents 
were not known even to the most industrious and pains¬ 
taking of Voltaire’s modern biographers, and it was first 
published in 1874. It is a document interesting in 
several ways. It opens with the statement that the testa¬ 
tor has not very much to leave, and that the precise 
amount could not be ascertained until his accounts with 
the Chamber were made up. U'hatever his property, it 
is to be divided equally between his two sons and his 
only surviving daughter, Madame Mignot, whose husband 
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was an official of ihc Chamber of Accounts. 1 ‘ut from 
the shares of tlic two sons are first to Ijo de<UictC(l, in 
favour of their sister, 3,000 livres f^i-o), paid for liis 
elder son when entering the Seminary of St. Magloire 
(svhere he was educated for the Church, a career whiclt 
he abandoned after the persecution of his broilicr 
Jansenists by tl'.e Jesuits), and .j.ooo livres (^160), a 
larger sum then than now, paid for Voltaire’s debts. 
Unlike his brother and sister, X'oltaire is to have only 
a life-interest in the money to which he may be entitled, 
the principal being left, in the event of iiis death, to 
his legitimate children, and in default of any sucli, to 
his broihcr and sister. “ Nevertheless, ’the thoughtful 
testator, strict, but not tinkind, proceeds to say— 

•* if It shouM )ia|/|K:ii th:U iny .>oi> ilc \'oUcrrc 

his thirty*fifih y<*Ar. hns n<lri]ilc(l tlic runjulnr life to piirMie 

wliitli I couM have imich <lcsjrc‘J to Ic.kI him —in Mi.h .1 cnsOi as I 
make this scttkinciit only from n jiiNt fenr that he uill otherwise 
(liNsi|ralc hissknticr |>atrjUH>iiy ami fall into uant, 1 humbly the 
I ifftt riohlcnt of the ChamlH.r of Arcnunls to l>c jjooO ciioiii^h to 
accept the paternal |K>wcrAml authority N\hich I iu>w jjivc him, io 
«lcs>tfuy and cancel the said ^ellkiiunt in the event of my said son 
<lc \*t»ltcrrc a<loptinK a regular cotirsc of life—just as I myself would 
do were it j)(>isil>lc for inc lo i^urvivc these my last wishes.” 

Noticeable, too, is the closing monition of the will:— 

“ To the tilnio>l of iny power I exhort iny two sons lo rememher 
the a<lvice which I have given them iiuirc than or^cc, and l*y which 
it seems lo me llicy have protilc<l hut little, namely, that giyxl sense 
de>iici an<l commands us to accomiiiodalc ourselves to the cai^city 
of those to wlioni vve think ourselves superior in intelligence and 
knowledge, and lliat wc ought never lo make them feel I hat 
&u|Kriority.'’ 
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Still more nolicoablc is it that in a sort of codicil 
dated iJccenibcr 26, 1721, less than a week before his 
death, IVT. Arouet revoked the clause in his will restricting 
to a life-interest \'oltairc’s share ; l)tit the document was 
left unsigned. 'I'his intended revocation may have been 
simply in accordance with M. Arouct’s habit of relenting 
when his second son was concerned, or because in the 
interval b-tween the execution of the will and the draw¬ 
ing up of tlie coilicil, \’ollairc had shown that he was 
not so thriftless as he was thought to be, by depositing 
with his father the scrip of three shares in the brench 
Kast India Company, and bank-notes for 5,000 francs 
(;,^20o). which were undoubtedly in M. Arouet’s keeping 
when he died. More hereafter of the results of the will, 
which Voltaire contested in the courts of law. As it 
hapjienetl, very soon after his father’s death he received, 
at the Regent's recommendation, a royal pension of 
2,000 livres (;^So), which, with the former one of 1,200 
from the Regent’s privy purse, made in all 3,200 livres, 
or about ^1^130 a year, his only regular income for the 
time being, and equivalent perhaps to, ^^400 a year now. 
It was a very tolerable income for a man under thirty, 
without encumbrances; but then ambition and lu.xurious 
tastes had been developed in Voltaire by the society of 
the great. He had nothing definite to expect from the 
theatre, since the tragedy of “Artemirc” (1720), from which 
he hoped for a second success on the stage, had been a 
failure. biom literature he might expect something 
from the publication, by subscription, of his poem on 
Henry IV. ; but both permission to print it, and sub¬ 
scribers for it, had still to be obtained. 
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Ilis father’s dcatii leaving liiin without a lioine, 
^'oltai^e jirocuroJ one of some kind, through a «iucslion- 
able intimacy which he formed wuh a Madame de 
Bernieros—a lady of live-an<]-thirty. Ikr huNl)and, a 
Maiquis—the pair lived together, and had fmancia] 
interests in common, otherwise tliey went their several 
ways—was a Law-l’resident at Rouen, wiilt a country 
house in its neighlx)urhood, arid a town liouse in I’aris. 
By and by Voltaire is found entering into an ngru.merit 
with them, for a speciric<l sum, to board and lodge him¬ 
self and 'I'hieriot, his former felhaw clerk at M. Alain’s, 
and now his factotum. Ills ho>t and hostess were a 
speculative coiqile, and they made use of \’oltaire and 
liis nascent influence at Court to try and obtain conces¬ 
sions, financial and fiscal, in the profits of which, of 
course, he was to participate. Business of this kind 
took liim often to Versailles, where the Court was. On 
one of these visits iie fouiu), admitted to the intimacy of 
the Minister of War, the very Beauregard, the spy, whose 
denunciation of liim as the writer of the “ Regnante 
I’ucro” liad consigned hitn to the Bastille. In the 
presence of Beauregard and the Minister, \ollairc ex¬ 
claimed with natural indignation : “ 1 knew very well 
that spies were paid, but I did not know until now that 
their reward was to dine at tlic table of a Minister." 
The taunt cost him dear, for Beauregard, watching 
ills opportunity, slopiied at the Bridge of Sevres the 
vehicle in which lie was being driven, made him descend 
from it, and caned him so severely as to leave a mark 
on the unfortunate poet’.s face. 'I'lic incident is worth 
mentioning, were it only for the way in which it was 
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talked about iti Paris, where, to judge from contemporary 
comments, nothing seems to have been thought more 
natural tlian that poets in general, and Voltaire in par¬ 
ticular, should be cl)astised when they offended willi 
longue or jjcn, whatever the provocation received. From 
some of these comments, moreover, it is clear that, in¬ 
toxicated, as his father said, by the caresses of the great, 
\'ollaire hehl his head rather high, and made too free 
witli his tongue, thus increasing the dislike for him which 
his success had created amo>ig his envious brethren of 
the pen. To an actor with whom about this time he 
had an altercation, and who challenged him, he is 
credil)ly re|)orted to have haughtily replied, that it was 
not for “a jierson of his consideration ” to fight a duel 
with a pla)<.r ! 

Other ellorts at self-advancement, besides applying at 
Court for finaticial or fiscal concessions, were made by 
\ ollairc after his failicr’s death. The earliest was an over¬ 
ture to Jtan liaptlsic Rousseau, to whom he had been 
introduced, as a distinguished pupil, at the Collt^ge Louis- 
Ic-Orand, and wliom he knew to have spoken admiringly 
of‘Ml':dij)e.” Rousseau was then at Vienna, where he 
had been treated most munificently by Prince Eugene, 
who not only admired “ (Edipe,” but was reported to 
have said that its author would be welcome at Vienna. 
Voltaire threw out a hint, in a letter to Rousseau, that he 
vould gladly visit Vienna if the expenses of his journey 
were paid, but the hint was ineffective. Bent on a visit 
to Vienna free of cost, Voltaire turned with adulatory 
verses to the infamous Dubois, now a Cardinal, the 
good F« 5 nelon’s successor in the archbishopric of Cam- 



VOLTAIRE. 


•11 


brai, and virtually Prime Minister to ibc Recent. Ho 
j)ro|)OScd to Dubois (one of the least creditable epi¬ 
sodes of Voltaire's career) to undernkc a s]>y mibsion 
to Vienna, the Frenth Go\crnmenr iKiiiij desirous 
of accurate information respecting the Lmperors in¬ 
tentions. This jarticular scheme came to imihinj. 
Takinj^ leave before he started of l)nh{>is, and uritmi^ 
to him an amusing, frce and-casy, but rather ser\ilc, 
letter from Cambrai, where a congress was then assem¬ 
bled, Voltaire is nc\t found travelling to Holland in 
the com|»any of an attracti\e and conueltisli widow, who 
liad been in her youth one of the ladies-inwaiting t<) 
the Regent's daughter, the dis'olule DucliesSe dc Reiri. 
Madame de Rupcimonde belonged to the numerous 
class of per.-»ons who wish to liclievc, but are harassed 
by doubts, and she confided lier R[iirilual perplexities to 
the agrccalde yriing philosopher as well as poet, liei 
travelling coni[)anion. I’hc rc-'-uIt was the “ P-pilrc a 
Uranie,” the “ I’our et le Contre, ’ the “ For and 
Against "—a poem noticeable as \’olt.lire’s earliest extant 
confession of faith and Unfaiili. lie paints in it .a 
lurid picture of that section of the creed of Pascal and 
his own brother Armand, according to whicli the Deity 
creates men to condemn them to everlasting torments. 
He scoffs at the Incarnation and tlie imperfect results 
of tlic Atonement. This is “Tlic Against. ’ “ I he I'or 
is a brief but glowing passage on the divine morality 
taught, and the consolations offered, by the Pounder of 
Christianity, by whom, “if he builds the doctrine upon 
imposture, it is still happiness to be deceived.” Hut 
there is another creed into which no deception enters, 
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niul this it is that he rccomiiieiids to the : 
his fair companion :—• 


acceptance of 


“ hclavc lli.nt iIk- cUrnal aiMlom of thir M.at Hijrh 

wiih Itis han-t, in the depth-, nf thy heart, 

1 l»c Ki lijjion of Nniurc. 

Itelicvc that lliy mhiI, i,, its candid sin.plicily, 

\\ il) iK.I he the object <>f his iin<lyint; hatred. 

Iklieae that before Ids throne, at all times ii> aM places, 

The heail <.f the jiist i-, preeions. 

believe that a m.xlest bonze, a charitable der\i^h, 

N\ ill find more favour in hi> eyes 
Than a pitiless Jan-,eni^t, 

Or an ambitions [lontifl. 

Ah ! what indee<l matters the name under which we pray to him? 
He receives every homage, hnt hy none is lie honoured. 

A (lod «l<ies n>>t need our assiduous Services. 

If he can he oflemleil. it is hy unjust deeds, 
by our vir lies he jml^es us, not hy our s.acriliccs." 

Voliaire and his lady friend were on their way to the 
Hague, whither Madame was bound on family affairs, 
and Monsieur on practical literary business. This was 
to arr.ange for the printing and issue by subscription, 
tlicrc, in I’aris, and other capitals, of Voltaire’s poem 
on Henry IV. ^\•hlle the arrangement was bcin<r 
negotiated he had lime to look about him in the 
country which he had left in disgrace, and which he 
rc-v>sitcd famous and caressed. The liberty, political 
and religious, enjoyed in Holland exhilarated him. All 
forms of creed were tolerated, and if the opera at the 
H.ague was.“ detestable," he could discuss theolooy, as he 
gleefully reported, with » ministers of religion of every 
ktnd, Calvinists, Armintans, Socinians, Rabbis, Ana- 
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baptists.” Bu-^y and industrious Ainslcrdani, too—what 
a contrast to frivolous Paris and courlier-crowdcd 
Versailles! In its population of half a million, “there 
is not,” he wrote home, “a sin^le trace of idleness, of 
poverty, of coxcombry, of insolence. Ve meet the 
Pensionary ” {the chief m.ngistrate of the Republic) “ on 
foot, without lackeys, in the midst of the multitude. 
Nobody is to be seen there who has to pay his court 
to anybody else. There people do not form a line to 
look at a prince passing,”—sentences which lielp us to 
estimate the true value of \'ollaire’s homage to I'retich 
royalty. On his way back to Paris he paid a visit to 
I-a Source, near Orleans, the ch.iteau where resided the 
exiled Bolingbrokc, who had read and admired “ Qi)di{)e.'’ 
Voltaire was enchanted with the conversation of the 
famous Englishman, who “combines,” he wrote, “all 
the erudition of his own country with all the politeness 
of ours,” and who became, in his correspondence, 
“ Periclcs-Bolingbroke,” though in his later years lie 
said of Ilolingbrokc's works, that they contained more 
leaves than fruit. .As a matter of course the MS. of the 
poem on Henry IV. was shown to Ihdingbroke, who, to 
Voltaire’s dcli^lit, prai'icd it to the skies. But all the 
praises of admirers, and all the influence which \’oItaire 
could bring to bear on its behalf, availed nothing to 
the unfortunate poem. He returned to Paris early in 
1723, and soon afterwards found that, far from re¬ 
ceiving the coveted privilf^e which secured copyright, 
he was refused even the official "which was 

necessary to the circulation of any book in France. 
Voltaire bad done much to soften passages which might 
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oftond the bigots. He had even gone the length of 
icpresenting his hero's interested conversion to the 
< reel of Rome as the victory of religious truth over 
error. Rut enough was left to induce the persons in 
auilionty, or of inHucnce, to condemn the poem as unfit 
for publication. After all excisions and modifications 
there remained the choice of a ch.ampion of Protes¬ 
tantism as its hero, the praises of Queen Elizabeth of 
England, the unflattering picture of the Papal Court, the 
evcr-rccurring protests against bigotry and fanaticism, the 
denunciations of sanguinary persecutions in general and 
oi the massacre of St. liartholomcw in particular. The 
subscriptions were returned to those who had paid them, 
and Voltaire’s efforts for years to produce a national 
epic, with a stirring period in his country’s history for 
its theme, seemed to have been thrown away. It is 
easy to imagine his feelings towards the Church and the 

ecclesiastical system which had done Iiim this great 
wrong. 

Riltcrly disappointed, but not to be wholly bafllod, 

\ oltairc resolved on having liis poem secretly printed 
and circulated. For the place of printing he pitched 
upon Rouen, from its proximity to La Rivi^rc-Bourdet 
the country scat of the De Beinihres couple. He was 
soon at Rouen, where he arranged for the‘printing and 
binding, both of them on a modest scale. With the 
opening of 1724 a number of bound copies of 
“La Liguc oil Henri le Grand, Pohme Epique par 
M. de Voltaire,” a small, thin octavo, packed in a 
furniture van, accompanying the carriage in which 
Madame dc Berni^res was coming to town, were 
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handed over to a trusty recipient at the Jjoulogne of 
the famous Bois, and by him succes-fully smuggled into 
Paris. Such was the contraband fashion in whidi the 
only poem in print that can claim to be called a l'ren< h 
national epic, rcaclitd its eailicst leaders. The edition 
consisted of 2,000 copies, and the little volume was 
soon circulated, to be admired wherever it was read. 
For many renders the [.assages which had made the 
authorities refuse their sanction to it, constituted its 
principal charm. 

Meanwhile liad occurred (December 2, 1723) the 
deatli of the Duke of Orleans, a few months after that 
of Dubois. The new Prime Minister was the Due 
dc Bourbon, the head of the House of Conde, a veiy 
stu{)id as well as ugly man, who was governetl by his 
mistress, the Marcjuisc de Pric, one of liic prettiest 
hrcnchwomen of her time. Voltaire was presented to 
her, and with flattering verses and otherwise, made such 
way in her good graces that she gave him ipiartcrs in her 
residence at I'onlaineblcau, just when the young King 
was to be married there to M.irie Tcc/inska, an amiable 
simple-minded princess, daughter of Stanislaus, ex-king 
of Poland. The wedding took place September .}, 1725, 
and Voltaire had several friends among those around 
her person, two of her ladies of the bed-chamber 
being the MartJchalc dc Villars and the Madame 
de Kupclmonde of the journey to the Hague. He 
succeeded in having “ CHdipe,” his tragedy “ Mariamnc,” 
and his pleasant little comedy “LTndiscrct” played 
before the Queen, who, he reported delightedly, vvcjjt at 
“ Mariamnc ” and laughed at the " Indiscret A rhymed 
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epistle of his own incomp.iTable kind accompanied the 
coi)y of “Chdipc” which he presented to the virtuous 
Queen. 'Phis was soon followed hy a dedication of 
“ I. Ituliscret,” in verse the most graceful, to the far from 
virtuous ^radame do I’rie. The Queen conversed 
graciously with him, c.nlling him “my poor Voltaire,” an 
epithet the application of which was soon appropriately 
followed by a pension to him from her privy purse of 

1,500 livres (some^bo). Finding favour in the eyes of 

the actual and the virtual queens of France, Voltaire 

telt almost certain at last of obtaining some secure and 

lucrative i)ost about Court. Once again his hopes, just 

when they were highest, were to be blasted, and the 

direst catastrophe of his life was about to befall 
him. 


^Vhen the disaster occurred, Voltaire was in Paris, and 
doubtless, after his successes at Court, carrying his head 
higher tlian ever. 'J'hcrc arc v.irious versions of the 
sloiy now to be told in a condensed form, but they 
ngrec m essentials. In December, 1725, probably at 
the opera, and in the box of Adrienne Lccouvrcur, 
witlr wliom Voltaire was growing* very intimate, some¬ 
thing in his tone or talk irritated a certain Chevalier 
de Kohan-Chabot, a scion of the great house of Rohan, 
who was also there, and who may have been a com- 
jietitor with him for Adrienne’s good gmecs. “ Monsieur 
de Voltaire, Monsieur Aroiict, what is your name?” the 
Chevalier asked, contemptuously. According to one 
account, Voltaire replied, “ I do not drag a great name ” 
in the mud, as it were, the Chevalier being suspected of 
practising usury; “but I know how to honour the name 
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which I do bear.” .According lo anoiher of several 
accounts: “Iain l)eginning niy name; you arc ending 
yours.” The Chevalier, it is said, lifted his cane, and 
Voltaire’s hand was making for his sword, when .Adrienne 
fainted, and the scene closed. Ihit from a hint dropped 
by a Paris diarist of the time, it would seem that the 
scene was followed by the circulation of deadly epi¬ 
grams {cpigrammes ass<jssiu<l)^ doiihiless A'oltairc’s, on 
the Chevalier do Rohan However this may have 
been, a few days afterwards Voltaire is dining at the 
Due dc Sulli’s, when lie is told that he is wanted 
below. He leaves the Jiarly, and is asked at the door 
to step into a hackney coach standing in front of it, 
where he will find the person who wishes lo s()eak to 
him. No sooner has he placed his foot in it than he 
is sci^c•d, pulled back, and held fiiinly from behind, 
while blows are showered upon his shoulders— sin, 
according lo his own account, being the number of his 
assailants. 'I'he Chevalier de Rohan, in another vehicle 
at some distance, directs the chivalrous operation. 
Frantic with rage, V^oltaire rushes Ijack lo the dinner- 
table, and, telling his story, r ails on the Due de Sulli 
to accompany him to a commissary of pohee, and join 
him, as the Duke’s outraged gue^l, in making a 
deposition of the facts 'Fhe Duke reluscs lo meddle 
in the matter, and Voltaire rushes to the opera to tell 
his story to Madame dc Pric. She is sympathetic, but 
all her influence wiih the Due dc Uourbon will not in¬ 
duce liiin lo order the prosecution of a Rohan for having 
perpetrated a foul outrage on a poet. The authorities 
did, however, issue, though not until the 5lh of hebruary 
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(1726), an order for the discovery of the actual assailants, 
and for their arrest ; but even this was to be effected very 
• juielly, and not in the house of their ruffianly employer. 
Meanwhile ^ oltairc took lessons in fencing, with a view 
to a challenge and a duel. ] he upshot of what appear 
to ha\c been his stormy sayings and doings for weeks 
and months—and the ]>olice were instructed to keep a 
watchful eye on him—was that, on the 17th of April, he 
found himself a second time in the bastille. Friends, 
however, were allowed to visit him, and his request to be 
allowed to go to England was granted. 

There the law protected the humblest plebeian not 
less than the highest patrician. There he would find 
a welcome from Eolingbrokc and Bolingbroke’s circle, 
bolingbrokc was in opposition to the powers that were, 
but \'oltaire was recommended to them also. Sir 
Robert ^\■alpolc was then supreme in England, and Sir 
Robert’s brother, Horatio Walpole, was English am¬ 
bassador in ]‘aris. Incited thereto by the Comte de 
Morville, Minister of Foreign Affairs, a well-wisher of 
^ oltairc, Horatio \\^alpoIe wrote recommending him to 
the notice of the Duke of Newcastle, of Bubb Doding- 
ton, and in all likelihood of Sir Robert himself. In the 
letter to Dodington nothing was said of Voltaire’s en¬ 
forced exile. The foreign visitor was introduced as 
Mr. Voltaire, a hrench poet, who has wrote several 
pieces with great success here, being gone for England 
in order to print by subscription an excellent poem, 
called Henry IV., which, on account of some bold 
strokes in it against persecution and the priests, cannot 
be printed here.” Dodington (Pope’s Bufo—afterwards 
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his Bubo—“fed with soft dedication all day long,") 
was asked to promote the laudable enterprise. 'I'he.sc 
letters followed Voltaire to England, tiie soil of which 
he touched for the first time, probably on May 30, 1726. 
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CIIAPIER V. 


(1726-29) 

I N a new country, where very few knew of the incident, 
Voltaire could not easily forget the brutal outrage 
which had driven him from France. For this and for 
another reason, some of the saddest letters in all his 
correspondence were written during the early months 
of his residence in England. Soon after his arrival 
he heard of the death of his only sister, Madame 
Mignot, to whom he was sincerely attached. To the 
letter in which a lady-friend of the family informed 
him of the event, he replied in this pathetic strain: 
“ What can I say to you, Mademoiselle, of my sister’s 
death but that it would have been better for my family 
and myself if I had been taken away in her stead ? ” 
But there was much in the present to prevent him from 
brooding too long on the past. He had a new language 
to learn, English literature, philosophy, and science to 
study, and the acquaintance of distinguished persons to 
make. Some mastery of English was indispensable, and 
at once he devoted himself to acquire it. He fixed his 
headquarters at Wandsworth, where he resided with 
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Everard, afterwards Sir Everard I'awkcner, or as VoUaire 
sjjclls lire name, Falkencr, a Turkey incrchatu appa¬ 
rently, who rose lo be En^li^lt ambassador at Constanti¬ 
nople among other olhcial elevations. 'I'lic origin of 
their acquaintance is obscure, but it ripened into cordial 
intimacy, Eawkencr being a man of considerable culture 
and of a philosojihic turn of mind. Some little know¬ 
ledge of English \’oltairc seems to have aetjuired before 
his arrival, and in a few’ months he could write it in¬ 
telligibly ; but lie never wrote it with the correctness 
of a native. I rom ^\’andswo^lh he paid H) ing visits 
lo London and elsewhere, and sometimes his I'rcnch 
correspondents were asked lo address their letters 
to him at “ I^ord IJolingbroke’s hou->e in I.ondon." 
IJolingbroke, “ half restored ” from exile, allowed to 
remain in England, but not to resume his seat in the 
House of Peers, then lived chiefly at Dawley, in Mid¬ 
dlesex—not far from his friend I’ope at Twickenliam— 
where he played rather ostentatiously the jiart of a 
gcnlleman-farnicr. Voltaire received a welcome from 
him, and still more from his French wife, hut .some time 
liefore, a hint of Voltaire's that he intended lo dedicate 
the “ Ilcnriadc " to Bolingbroke having come to nothing, 
the Englishman had spoken of himself as not being the 
dupe of his French admirer’s “verbiage.” A llaiiering 
letter from Voltaire lo Pope, six months after his arrival 
in England, written in English, and doubtless corrected 
by another hand, reads as if he had already made the 
personal acquaintance of the great man at Twickenham, 
on whose “Essay on Criticism” and “Kapeoflhc Lock,” 
he is found about the same time lavishing the warmest 
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praise. Will) two other friends of Pope he became 
more or less intimate. He was the guest for some time 
of Peterborough at Parsons Green, and there he met 
Swift, wlio had just published “ Gulliver,” and whose 
last visit to Pngland was paid in 1727. When in 
that )'car Swift thought of visiting France, \'ollaire 
sent him letters of introduction to the Count do 
Morville. Gay showed him the “Beggar’s Opera” 
before it was performed. Then there are the visit and 
famous reply to the veteran Congreve, who, having in* 
terrupted the compliments of his Frencli admirer by 
asking to be looked on, not as an author, but as a gentle¬ 
man, was told that if he had had the misfortune to be 
simply a gentleman, Voltaire would not have troubled 
himself to wait on him—an anecdote expunged from the 
later editions of Voltaire’s “ Letters on the English,” in 
which it first appeared. Thomson, whose “Winter” 
was published in 1726, and who in 1727 dedicated his 
“ Summer ” to Bubb Dodington, he knew sufficiently 
to admire the “ simjdicity ” of his character. With 
Young, afterwards of the “Night Thoughts,” then 
issuing his Satires, Voltaire was the fellow guest at East- 
l)ury, the Dorsetshire seat of Bubb Dodington, to whom 
one of those satires was dedicated. To this visit 
belongs the well-known and perhaps apocryphal epigram 
attributed to Young, and said to have been produced 
after a warm discussion in which he defended the episode 

of Death and Sin in “Paradise Lost” against Voltaire’s 
trenchant criticism :— 

“ Vou arc so wiuy, profligate, and thin, 

At once we think thee Milton, Death and Sin.” 
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Vet when, yenrs afterwards, Voting dedicated his “ Sca- 
Picce,” in most cordial language, to X’oltaire, it was tluis 
that he referred to the incident :— 


•' (.)n Donct wlicn 

W'iili Sin anti Dc-.ith provuVol ihy t 

Thy rage [)»ov<>k'<l, wlio b.oothc‘1 wilh genMc ilj)jncs? 

W ho kintlly couchM the ccn^nri r’s <*yo» 

Ari'l gave ihcc clearly lo <lc>cry 

S<ain>l judginenl giving law lo fancy strong?*’ 

'1 he epigram can scarcely be called either “genlie’’ 
or “kind,’’ and was not likely to “soothe” the irritable 
N'oltaire. 

Sir Isaac Newton was on the l>rink of the grave when 
Voltaire arrived in I'.ngland, and he died March 20, 
1727. But Voltaire sought and made the ncrpiaintamc 
of his niece, the lieautiful and gifted Mrs. (Mnduitl, 
the Catherine Barton whom Swift admired, and from 
her lie learned the story of the apple and gravitation 
which uas first told in print by Voltaire, \\iih New¬ 
ton’s cliampion and expositor, the metaphysical theo¬ 
logian, Samuel Clarke, Voltaire conversed and discussed 
philosophy and theology. He found liis way to the old 
Duchess of Marlborough, and heard her confirm in 
detail the impression that Queen Anne wished ardently 
her brother, the Old Brelcndcr, to succeed her on the 
throne, if lie would but become a Protestant. He dined 
with Lord Chesterfield, and liecamc intimate with the 
Herveys, Pope’s Lord Fanny and his wife, “the beautiful 
Molly Lcpel,” addressing to the lady two amatory 
stan/cas in not intolerable Knglish ver.-c. By I-ady 
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Sandon, George II.’s mistress, his flallory was graciously 
received, and he found favour in the eyes of Queen 
Caroline, George II.’s wife. It does not appear what 
precisely the introduction to the Duke of Newcastle did 
for him, or whether he had more than one interview with 
Sir Robert Walpole, neither of them a patron of litera¬ 
ture. Rut never before surely had a foreign visitor to 
England been on at least speaking terms, and in not 
a few cases intimate, witli so many of its distinguished 
deni/ens. 

Meanwhile the chief piactical object of his Eatglish 
visit was not forgotten. To push on and superintend 
the issue of the '‘Hcnriade” by subscription, he ap¬ 
pears to have migrated from Wandswoitli to London 
towards the close of 1727. 'rhere is a letter of his in 
the December of that year, from “ Maiden Lane at the 
White I’eruke,” asking Swift to use his influence in 
Ireland to procure subscriptions for the poem, at a 
guinea each, and forwarding to the Dean a volume just 
issued by Voltaire as a precursor and advertisement of 
the “ licnriade.” It consisted of an essay on the civil 
wars of Erance, which was in fact a sketch of the career 
of Henri Quatre, and another on the epic poetry of all 
nations from Homer to Milton, some fractions of which 
are pleasant rcaditig even now. Roth of these are 
written in English, no doubt made correct by a competent 
reviser. In altering and e.xpanding “ La Ligue ” for the 
English edition, now entitled the “Henriade,” Voltairedid 
not, ns is generally said, out of resentment for the Due 
de Sulli’s behaviour to him after the Rohan-Chabot 
affair, expunge from the poem the name of the Duke’s 
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illustrious ancestor, Henry IV,’s Sully. Certainly in the 
first canto Duplcssis-Mornny was substituted for Sully as 
the licro’s companion in the purely itnaginary \isit to 
Queen Kli/abcth, in the account of which the praises of 
England in “ La Liguc ” were considerably heightened in 
the '• Mcnriadc,” out of compliment to \ oltairc b English 
hosts. Hut in the eighth canto mention rctnaincd of 
Sully as Henry’s comrade at the battle of Ivry, and in 
one of the prose-notes to it full justice is done to Iris 
character and career. At last, iir March, 17.’^, iho sul)- 
scription-edilion of the “ Henriadc was issued, an 
illuslrnted quarto. The king and (lueeii (in the pre¬ 
ceding June (ieorge IT had succeeded (leorge I.) and 
many of the '• nobility and gentry,” were among the 
three hundred and fifty-four subscribers. It was dedi¬ 
cated to Queen Caroline, the only royal personage of the 
Hanoverian connection in that nge who respected and 


favoured intellect. “Our Descartes,' \ ollairc said, in 
a graceful English dedication, tlic greatest philosopher 
in Europe, before Sir Isaac Kewlon appeared, dedicated 
his ‘Principles’ to the celebrated Princess Palatine 
Elizabeth, not, he said, because she was a [irinccss 
(for true philosophers respect princes and never flatter 
them); but because of all his readers she understood 
him the best and loved truth the most. I heg leave. 
Madam (without comparing myself to Descartes), to 
dedicate the ‘Henriadc’ to your Majesty upon the 
hkc account, not only as the protectress of all arts 
and sciences, but as the best judge of them.” In 
spite of Voltaire’s persistent efforts to procure sub¬ 
scribers—he sent a bale of copies to the cultivated and 
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accomplished Carteret, then Irish Viceroy, to be disposed 
of in Ireland—and in spite of the accredited statement 
llut his large gains from the sale of the “ Henriade ” 
in ICngland laid the foundation of his fortune, they 
appear to liavc been really inconsiderable. 

I'or another year after the publication of the “ Henri¬ 
ade,” \ ollaire remained in Kngland, employed mainly in 
collecting material for his “History of Charles XH.,” 
.and then, having reaped a rich harvest of multifarious 
knowledge, he left it never to return. Many of the im¬ 
pressions made on him by his English visit are recorded, 
and much of the influence which it exerted on him is 
disclosed, in his bright little book, the “i.ettres Philo- 
sopliicpics, ou Lettres sur les Anglais,” which was not 
published until some years after his return to France, 
but the greater portion of which was either composed or 
thought out in England. In writing it he had in view 
two objects mainly. One was to make his countrymen 
acquainted with what appeared to him most interesting, 
im|)ortant, and striking in the thought, science, literature, 
politics, and social aspects of England. The other was to 
bring out, as far as he dared, sometimes directly, oftener 
indirectly, the contrast between what he admired in 
free England and what repelled him in despotic France, 
with its oppressive administration and intolerant Church. 
If priority in the list of subjects treated indicated Vol¬ 
taire’s estimate of their interest, he was most impressed 
by Quakerism and the Quakers, since to them the 
opening letters on the English are devoted. With his 
curiosity piqued by what he had heard of them, he made 
his way to a certain Andrew Pitt, a wealthy Quaker, 
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living at Hampstead, and was cordially welcomed as the 
first Frencliman wl^om l;e had found desirous of informa¬ 
tion about the sect. “lie received me,” Voltaire says, 
“with his hat on, and came towards me without the 
slightest iriclination of the body; but there was more 
politeness in his frank and benevolent countenance than 
in our fashion of drawing one leg behind the oilier atid 
carrying in the hand what was made to cover the head. ’ 
Like a modern interviewer, Voltaire put, concetuing 
the doctrines and singularities of the sect, questions 
wliich were duly answered; the in(|uiring Irenchman 
expressing, at least so he jiretends, the astonishment 
which would have been natural in an orthodox 
Catholic. He even accomi>anied his Hampstead 
friend to a Quaker’s meeting near the Motmment. 
“They had already assembled," he says, “when I 
entered with my guide. 'I herc were about four hun¬ 
dred men in the inccting-housc, and three hundred 
women. 'Ihe women concealed llicir faces, and 
the men wore their broad brimmed hats. All were 
seated and profoundly silent. I passed through the 
midst of them without one of them raising his eyes to 
look at me.*' Voltaire at a Quaker’s meeting might 
furnish a painter with a subj.cl! “This silence con¬ 
tinued for a quarter of an hour. At last one of them 
rose, took off his hat, and after a few sighs, gave forth, 
half with his lips, half through his nose, some balderdash, 
which neither lie nor any one else understood in the 
least.” liut in spite of this, Voltaire was evidently 
delighted with Quakerism from its minimum of dogma, 
its rejection of a priesthood and of litigation, its con- 
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tempt for titles, and last not least, its abhorrence of 
war. Vet after sketching sympathetically the career 
of William Penn and the history of his Pennsylvania, 
Voltaire thus concluded his account of what was, to him, 
a most estimable sect:— 

“ I cannot conjecture what will be the fate in America of the 
religion of tlic Quakers, but I sec that it is »lying o»il in I.omlon. 
In every country the dominant religion, if it does not persecute, 
swallows up, in the long run, all the others. Quakers cannot become 
members of rarliament, or occupy any ofl'icial post, because they 
would have to take an oath, and this they will not do. They arc 
rcduccrl to the necessity of making money by tra<le and commerce. 
Their children, enriched by the industiy of their parents, wish to 
enjoy, along with honours, buttons and rulllcs. They are ashamed 
to be called Quakers, anil become Churchmen to be in the fasliion.” 

Prom Quakerism to llie general subject of religion in 
Pngland the tiansilion was an easy one. 

“ I'bigland," he begins his dissertation, “is the country of sects. 

‘ In my father’s house are many mansions.’ An Knglislmian as 
befits a freeman, goes to heaven by any road he pleases. , . . The 
Anglican clergy have retained many of the Catholic ceremonies, 
atid above all that of receiving their tithes with very scrupulons care. 
They have also the pious ambition of wishing to be masters, for 
what village curate wiuild not ilesire to l>c a pope?’’ Hut a stop 
has been pul to the sittings of Convocation, and though “ in spite 
of the Whigs ’’ the bishops still have seals in the House of Lords, 

there is in the oath which they lake to the State a clause which 
much exorcises these gentlemen’s |vttiencc. 'I hey promise in it to be 
of the Church as by law csl.abli.shed. There is scarcely a bishop, 
dean, or priest who docs not consider himself such by right divine, 
and thus it is a great subject of mortification for them to be obliged 
to confess that they derv.- all that they arc from a miserable law 
made l)ypag.in Laymen." 
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In regard to morals, the Anglican clergy “lead more 
regular lives than the French.*’ One cause of it is that — 


evcr>'cleric is bmiight up in the university either of Oxfonl of 
C:\nibri<lgc, f.ir from the corru{>lion of the capital. . , . Iksitlcs, 
priests arc almost all of them marrivil uk'Ii. ♦ . ♦ That uiulcTinahl j 
l>cing, neither clerical nor scctilar, >\hom we call an abl>t% is a species 
unknown in Knglaml, where all ecclesiastics are reserveti, nntl almost 
all of them pc^lants. When they arc tohl that in France young 
fellows, notorious for their debauchery, an<l raisetl to bi%h‘>prics by 
feminine intrigues, make love in public, amuse themselves by coni- 
j>osing aniatof)' songs, daily give long and sumptuous supjHr-partics, 
and going thence to implore the illumination of the Ih>lv(ihost, 
call themselves bolflly surccs^ors of the apostles, they thank (icnl 
that they are Frotc*^lants.** 

After a sketch of Scotch Presbyterianism, to the 
infiuence of which Voltaire attributes the Ihiritanicnl 
observance of Sunday in England— 

althougli,’* lie says, ‘‘ihc EpiM:opalians and the Freshyterians 
arc the two dominant sects in (Ircat IJritain, all the others arc 
welcomed tlufc, and live togctlicr very fairly, whilst iuo>l oi 
the preachers hale each other almost as cordially as a Jansenisl 
damns a Jesuit. Enter tlie Lonrlon ICxchange, a place much 
more worthy of respect than most Couits, aixl you see assem¬ 
bled for the benefit of mankind representatives of all nations. 
There the Jew', the Mahometan, and the Cdiristian deal with each 
other as if they were of the same religion, and call infidels only 
those who become bankrupts. There the Fresbyterian trusts the 
Anal»aptist, and the Anabaptbi reliefs on the promise of the 
Quaker. On leaving these free and |K-acehil assemblies, some pro- 
cccrl to the synage^ue, others to the tavern. One goes to have 
himself baptized in the name of the Father, through the Son, and to 
the Holy Glu>st; another to have his son circumcisctl, and some 
words in Hebrew, winch he does not unrlerstand, muttcrcil over the 
infant; while a third betakes himself to his meeting-house to wait 
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G-r tlic in'piration of Gtxl, with liis hat on his head—and all arc con- 
kilt. If in England there wore only one rolijjion, its despotism 
would he lo Ic droa<lod ; if ihorc wore only two, their followers 
would cut each ufhoi’s throats ; hat there arc thirty of them, and 
they live in peace and haj'piness.” 

In his sketch of the political liistory of England and 
of Ilritish institutions, \'oltairc admires the evolution 
of freedom from rebellion and civil war. 

“Nodoiiht the c->lal>lishtnont of liherly in England has been 
co>lly ; it is in seas of hlood that the idol of despotic jxjwcr has 
heen drowned ; hut the I::ngli>.li do not think that they have paid 
loo high a [nice for their laws. Other nations have not had fewer 
ironhlcs, have not poured out less hlood ; Init the hlood which they 
liavc shed in the cause of liberty has only served to cement their 
slavery. . . . \’oii do not in Ijigland hear of one kitid of justice for 
the higher cl.l^s, a socon.l for the middle, and a third for the 
lowest ; nor of the right to pur>iie game on the land of a cilizjjnwho 
is not allowed to tire a shot in his own fields, llccausc he is a 
nohleinan or an ecclesiastic, an Englishman is not exempt from 
paying certain taxes; all imi>osts are regulated hy the House 
of Commons, which thougli only second in dignity, is first in 
authority. . . . The peasant’s feel arc not lacerated hy wooden 
shoes ; he cats wheaten bread ; he is well clad ; he is not afraiil to 
increase the number of his cattle, or lo cover liis roof with tiles, lest 
his taxes should be raised iheyear afterwards. You see in England 
many peas.anls”—or rather yeomen—“ who have nearly five or six 
Iniiulrcd pounds a year, and who are not above continuing to cul¬ 
tivate tile soil which has enriched them, and on which they live 
as free men.” 

In all these respects what a contrast, though Voltaire 
(Joes not dare to say so bluntly, between England and 
France ! Great, too, is the contrast between the feelings 

O 

with which Frenchmen and Englishmen regard one 
principal form of modern industry. 
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“Milonl Townshcml. a minister of State.Sir K..Uti \VaIp« Ic\ 
l)rollier-in-I.nv, “ ha-> a brother who content to l>c a merchant in 
the City. At the time when Milonl Oxf..r.l governe l 1 nolnml, l.is 
younjjer brother was a factor at Alej.po, whence he <h.l n-a rare to 
return, an-1 where he ilie.l- ... In 1 rance, wln-ev. r l eases I- a 
niar-|ui^, nn.l whoeve-r arrives in rarisfr-.n, the <K|.ih. of i|.^ pr,.- 
vince^. with money to spcml an<l a n;une emling in ‘.»e ' or ‘lile’ 
may l.alk of ‘ a man like me,’ ‘a man of my f|iiahiy.' .m i I ..k ,!..wn 
with sovereign (lis<lain on a trader. The trader hiiiwelf hears so 
often his vocation spoken of contemjUuously that he is r.K,li>h 
enough to blush for it. \ ct I know wliich of the two is mo.t useful 
to a stale, a-carefully-jxjwdeied nobleman who can tell at what 
hour precisely the king gels up, at what hour he goes to bed, ami 
who gives himself the airs of a great man while f»erf<'nniug the j-arl 
of a slave in the ante-chainlnr of a minister; or a trader, who 
enriches his country, gives from his desk orders for Surat an<l Cairo, 
and conlrihules to the welfare of the worlil.” 


Sentiments little calculated to please in the latitude of 
Versailles. 

Voltaire's study of English literature during his resi¬ 
dence in England appears to have been chiefly one of 
poetry and the drama. lie boasted aficrwards that lie 
had been the first to make Milton and Shakespeare 
known to his countrymen. In both cases his expression 
of admiration was combined with great severity of fault¬ 
finding. In the “ Ess.ay on Epic Poetry ” he speaks 
with enthusiasm of Milton’s description of the spousal 
loves of Adam and Eve. “ In other poems love is re¬ 
garded as a weakness, in Milton alone it is a virtue: 
nowhere else is there anything like such love, or the 
poetry which describes it; ” but, on the other hand, the 
episode of Death and Sin is a “ disgusting and abomin¬ 
able story.” Shakespeare is a semi-barbarous writer 
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with many beauties ; and in the “ English Letters ” there 
is a Ercnch translation of“ To be or not to be,” but 
nothing can be more nonsensical, Voltaire declares, than 
the talk of the grave-diggers in the play from which 
he took the famous soliloquy. There arc fine things in 
Dryden, but in a general way English tragic writers 
are “ barbarous,” and the sole exception is Addison’s 
“rational” Cato. As to comedy, W’yclicrly is too 
indecent for the French, Vanbrugh has gaiety, and 
Congreve’s plays possess, among other merits, that of a 
rigid conformity to the rules of the drama. In poetry, 
samples in French rliyme are given of ^Valler and 
Rochester, and, what is more striking, of “ Hudibras 
while Voltaire reserves his highest praise for Fope, “the 
most elegant, the most correct, and the most harmonious 
of English poets.” 

Towards Newton and Locke, however it may be with 
our poets and dramatists, Voltaire’s feeling is almost 
wholly one of enthusiastic admiration. renibcrton’s 
“View of Sir Isaac Newton’s Pltilosophy” was published 
while Voltaire was in England, and he mastered it suf¬ 
ficiently to enable him to give in the “ Letters ” a lucid 
and lively summary of Newton’s discoveries and of their 
results, foremost among these being the annihilation of 
the vortices of Descartes. With Samuel Clarke, the 
Arian Rector of St. James’s, whose consciousness of 
heterodoxy was just eflective enough to prevent him from 
accepting a bishopric, he conversed on natural theology 
(in which Clarke took “the high priori road ’’) and meta¬ 
physics. For a time Voltaire was dazzled by Clarke’s 
speculations, and long afterwards spoke of the reverence 
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with which Clnrkc pronounced tlic name of God. ]hit 
his chief teacher in metaphysics became, and remained, 
Locke, whom Voltaire considered to have destroyed tlic 
innate ideas of Descartes, just as Descartes's vorliics had 
been destroyed by Newton. A hint, almost casually 
thrown out by Locke, that the Creator may have con¬ 
ferred on mere matter a capacity for both thinking and 
feeling, often re-appears in Voltaire’s writings as not 
much less than a positive dogma. He looked on it as a 
satisfactory confutation of the belief in spirit as something 
altogether distinct from, while associated with, matter. 

Certain other English writings Voltaire must have read 
eagerly and assiduously during his residence in England, 
but he did not dare to hazard an account of them in his 
“Letters on the English.” 'I'he controversy between 
Deism and Orthodoxy had been waged vigorously, if 
fufully, in England before Voltaire’s visit, and numerous 
references to them in his works testify to his familiarity 
with such writers as Toland and Tindal, Collins and 
Chubb. But never was that controversy prosecuted 
more briskly than while Voltaire was in Ivngland, through 
the publication of most of the now forgotten Woolslon’s 
“Discourses on the Miracles.” The audacity, and the then 
unparalleled scurrility, of Woolston’s assault on much of 
the scripttiral account of the Founder of Christianity, 
threw into the shade the generally decorous argumenta¬ 
tion of Woolslon’s deisiical predecessors and comcinpo< 
rarics, and provoked replies from a legion of orthodox 
apologists, Sherlock among them. Woolslon’s scoffing 
irreverence left a deep impression on Voltaire. Many 
years afterwards, when he could write and print more 
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freely than at the time of the publication of the “ English 
Letters," he gave (in the “Dictionnaire Philosophique,” 
art. “ Miracles "), citing chapter and verse, some of the 
most outrageous of Woolston’s comments on the Gospel 
narrative. Much impressed, too, he was by the compara- 
ti\e “liberty of unlicensed printing ” in England, where 
three editions of “20,000 copies" each (at least, this 
is Voltaire’s statement) of Woolston’s discourses were 
rapidly dispo.scd of. But if Bolingbroke’s talk, and 
the writings of the Englisli Deists, contributed to his 
armoury some new wea]>ons for use in his long war 
against what he was never wearied of denouncing as 
“ superstition,” notliing that Voltaire read or heard 
during his English visit can have much strengthened the 
firm conviction which he brought witli him of tlie falsity 
of the old theology. 


CHAPTER VI. 

(1729-39 ) 

V OI/I'AIKE Iiad jiowerful fiiciids bolli in niul out of 
the Erciich Ministr>', and after .an exile of not far 
from three years, he received permission to return to 
Trance in the early spring of 1729. 'I'he entry into 
laris, which was at first forbidden hint, was in a few 
weeks conceded, and once more he was afloat in I rench 
society, among friends both old and new. He look 
with him, among tlie manuscript fruits of his exile, the 
tragedy of “Brutus,” his “ History of Charles XI I.,” and 
the “ Letters on the English,’’ more or less advanced to¬ 
wards completion. He was now in his thirty-fifth year, 
and without a definite position. He had known to his 
cost the uncertainties of dependence on the great j and 
beginning life again, as it were, he was more intent 
than ever on becoming independent of them, and of the 
capricious favour of the theatre-going public Soon after 
his arrival in Paris an opportunity presented itself for 
making a financial coup^ and he availed himself of it with 
uhat became a habitual dcj^lprity in the financial sphere 
of things. The French Controller-General had brought 
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out, in orilcr to licjuidate a portion of the public debt, 
a lottery scheme, so unskilfully planned that if a single 
speculator, or an association of speculators, bought all 
the tickets, he or they would gain a million livres—say 
^40,000. A hint that this would be the result of such 
ait o[tcration was dropped, at a supper party, in \ oltaire s 
hearing, by La Condaminc, the distinguished mathema¬ 
tician. Voltaire forthwith formed a syndicate, as it 
would now be called, which, acting on Ka Condaminc’s 
hint, gained, to the great disgust of the Minister, the 
sum anticipated, a very considerable portion of it being 
pocketed by Voltaire. This successful speculation, 
much more than the supposed profits of the English 
subscaiHion for the “ Ilenriade,” appears to have partly 
formed the basis on which Voltaire reared what, for an 
cighlcenlli-ccntury man of letters, was a colossal fortune. 
It preceded, and doubtless in some measure produced, 
another financial triumph of Voltaire’s, not recorded by 
his previous biographers. In November, 1729, lie had 
completed his ihhty-fiflh year, the period fixed in his 
father’s will at which the limitations imposed on his 
enjoyment of his inheritance were to ce.asc, should he 
then be leading a regular life (ante p. 37). On March 
L President of the Chamber of Accounts, 

in the presence of nota.rics, formally annulled those limi¬ 
tations, “being well and duly informed” that Voltaire, 
“far from wasting his substance and incurring debts, 
has up till now augnicntcd it, and lie”-=-thc President— 
“hopes that he”—Voltaire—“will make no other than 
a good use of it.” It is said that old M. Arouet had 
deposited wiih the Chamber of Accounts the large sum 
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of 240,000 livres, about £\o,ooo, as security for his 
dealings with the monies officially entrusted to him, and 
that in pursuance of obscure arrangements for returning 
it to his heirs, 90,000 francs of this, ;i£^3,6oo, fell to 
Voltaire’s share. 

Some of the literary results of Vollairt-’s exile in Km:- 
land were now to be presented to the public. IIis tragedy, 
“Brutus,” was played (December ii, 1730), with only 
a first night’s success, and was soon withdrawn. 'I'he 
first volume of “ Charles XII.” had been printed (January, 
1731), when the edition was seized and suppressed by 
the authorities, ostj^isibly on account of passages which 
might have wounded the feelings of Augustus II., King 
of Poland, of whom Charles had been the inipj^icable 
foe. Then, as in the case of “ I^ Liguc,” Voltaire had 
“ Charles XII.” surreptjliously printed at Rouen, whither 
he repaired incognito to superirUend the operation. At 
the beginning of 1732 it was smuggled into Paris, and 
was soon eagerly read in reirrinis throughout cultivated 
Euroj>e. Unbent sua fatii libelli. 'Phe “ Hettriade” and 
“Charles XII.,”the i.ssueof which powerful governments 
thought it necessary to oppose, have dwindled into Irarm- 
less school-books. “ Erypliile,” a drama composed by 
Voltaire in his seclusion at Rouen, and performed 
March 7, 1732, failed so signally, that Iris friends 
advised him to give up writirrg for the stage. 'Phe inde¬ 
fatigable and indomitable man replied by writing “Zaire,” 
perhaps the most efleciivc of all his dramas, which, 
played (August 13) in the same year, was a striking 
success, his first of the kind since “CEdipe.” In the 
spring of 1733appeared his “Temple du Gofit” (perhaps 
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suggested by Pope’s “Temple of Fame”), which, with 
its lively hits at Voltaiie’s literary enemies, made a great, 
if trac^ient, sensation in Paris. In the May of the same 
year Voltaire is found, after several changes of residence, 
domiciled in an obscure quarter of Paris, under the roof 
of a corn merchant, whom he made use of in a new 
and serious speculation, a traffic in cereals, in which he 
invested a portion of his fortune. Among his visitors 
here was one fair lady with whom he formed an intimacy 
which became as close as it could be, and which exerted 
a long and peculiar inlluence on his career. This was 
Madame du Chatelet, the “divine Fmilie” of so much 
of his prose and verse, whom he had known as a child 
when he visited her father, the Ilaron de llreleuil, a 
nobleman of very ancient family, and holding a consider¬ 
able position at Court. Madame du Chatelet was 
twenty-seven, and \'oltairc thirty-nine, when they were 
again thrown together, with the result which has just 
been foreshadowed. She had ilicn been eight years the 
wife of the Marquis du Chatelet, an officer in tlie French 
army, an insignificant, and apparently good-natured man, 
for whom liis wife cared little, and who allowed her to 
do very much what she pleased. Madame, tall, rather 
lliin, bony, and a brunette, was not handsome, but her 
eyes were beautiful, her face intelligent and expressive, 
her forehead sp.acious. She was fond of dress and dissi¬ 
pation, and her lUmon with Voltaire was by no means 
the first in her matrimonial career. To liim she was 
passionately attached, and he was strongly attracted to 
her, as a woman of cultivated intellect, devoted, in the 
intervals of pleasure, to literature and science, who in 
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early girlhood was a good I-aiin and Italian scholar, and 
had begun at fifteen a translation of ^’irgil. 

Voltaire's speculations in exporting grain from Bariiary 
were going on successfully, when, in 1733, the war of the 
Polish succession broke out, and a I'rench army entered 
Italy. An old friend of Voltaire’s, a great financier of 
those days, Parir>-Duverney, had the war-commissariat in 
his hands, and gave him a share in the contracts for pro¬ 
visioning the army, the profits of which brought him, 
according to some accounts, ;^2o,ooo. Then he had, 
and throughout life continued to have, a large interest in 
a commercial house at Cadi/, and thus in a number of 
vessels employed in the American trade. Speculations 
of many other kinds, from dabbling in government loans, 
at home and abroad, to picture-buying and selling, 
brought grist to his mill. Ilis gains he invested skilfully, 
one of his favourite operations being to lend money, 
mostly to grands Sdgneurs —some of them, like the 
Due de Richelieu, personal friends—bargaining in return 
to receive annuities on his own life, which yielded him a 
high rate of interest. In twenty years after his return from 
his exile in England, Voltaire was enjoying an income, it 
is computed, of between three and four thousand pounds 
a year, equivalent perhaps to some ^^lo.ooo now, a 
considerable revenue for a Frenchman of any class, and 
more especially for a French man of letters. As he kept 
his expenditure well under his income, with every year 
he had fresh savings to invest. 

By 1733, when Voltaire began to execute his profitable 
contract for the supply of provisions to the French army 
in Italy, he had put the last touch to his “ Letters on the 
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F.nglish," trying to soften them down in order to con¬ 
ciliate French orthodoxy in religion and politics; but, as 
lias been partly seen, there was enough left to prevent 
tlie attempt from being successful. In tlie summer of 
1733. the Knglish translation of the book appeared in 
London, before the publication of the original in France, 
which was being secretly printed at Rouen. In the 
IVench edition there were added to the letters some 
remarks on the Pensecs of Pascal, that “giant,” Voltaire, 
calls him. In his comments Voltaire substituted for the 
world of gloom and misery depicted by the no\>le-mindcd 
pietist and ascetic, a very tolerable state of existence, in 
which there was much to be enjoyed, and which, if not 
all that could be wished, might have been a good deal 
worse than it is. 

“Contemplating,” Tasca! said of Immanily unenlightened l>y 
religion, ^ihc blindness mnl (he misery of man, the marvellovts 
c()ntra<liclions which his nature discloses, and beholding the whole 
universe dumb, and man without light to gui«lc him, straying aim¬ 
lessly in this nook of the universe, without knowing who placed 
him there, what he h.is come there to do, and what will become of 
him when he <lics, I am terror-struck, just as a man would be who, 
if brought asleep into a frightful desert islaml, should, on awaking, 
not know where he is, or how he can escape from it ; and then 
I womler that such a miserable condition does not drive us to 
despair.” 

To which plaintive outburst, Voltaire replies— 

“ For my part, when I contemplate Paris or London, I sec no 
reason for being driven to the despair of which Monsieur Pascal 
speaks. I sec a city which does not in the least resemble a desert 
island ; on the contrary, it is populous, opulent, well-policed, and men 
enjoy in it as much happiness as is consistent with human nature. 
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\Vh.it wise mnn would l>c full of despair bcc.iusc be i* ignorant of 
the nature of his thinking faculty, because he knows only some of 
the attriluitcs of matter, because Cio l has uoX rcvcalc<l to him bis 
secrets ? lie luiglit as well dc^^pair because be has not f«»ur feet and 
two wings- Wby shoubl we vit \v our cxi>tencc witli lu)rror? Il is 
not so unbap)>y as tliey sv<*u1d have ti> iK-lieve. d o look on tlio 
universe as a <lunge<iii, and all men as criminals alnuii to 1^* 
executed* is the notion of a fanatic* To believe that the worbl is an 
alK>dc of bliss where we arc only to enjoy oiirselvesi is the drealty of 
a s)d>aritc* To think (hat the earth* men* anil animals arc what 
they arc intended to l>c in the order of Providence, is in iny belief 
the opinion of a wi^c man.” 


Comments there were too on Pascal’s religious faiili, 
which, thougli pulilely expressed, were of unmistakable 
heterodoxy. 

The printing of the Letters in French was finished at 
Rouen, and N'oltaire had given strict orders to keep 
them out of circulation until lie thought the moment 
favourable for publication. He was in the country with 
Madame du Chalelet, assisting at tlic /i/cs which accom¬ 
panied tlie marriage (a very unhappy one) of his dis¬ 
solute friend and debtor, the Due dc Richelieu, when 
he heard, to his dismay, that an edition of the Letters, 
with the remarks on Pascal, was being surreptitiously 
published in Paris. The autliorilics were enraged at 
the issue of a book containing so much dangerous 
matter, and unmistakably intended to contr.ast the 
reign of liberty and justice in a great and flourishing 
neighbouring country, with the slavery, political, eccle¬ 
siastical, and social, in which France lay enchained. 
Punishment followed quickly on the ]>ublicity given to 
the crime. The book was condemned by the Parlia- 
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jncnt of I'aris, and after being torn in pieces was 
burned (June lo, 1734), by the public executioner, “as 
scandalous, ns contrary to religion, to morality, and to 
the respect due to authority.” An order was issued for 
the arre.-'t of the author. But before it could be exc- 
riited, tlie binl had down. After a montli’s wandering, 
\'oUairc found himself permitted to remain unmolested 
at Cirey, a new domicile which was to be his head- 
tpiarters for many years. Madame du Cliatelet and he 
appear to have some little time before thought of with¬ 
drawing from the frivolities of Paris, lo live and study 
logcllicr in solitude; and now circumstances precipitated 
the consummation of their wish. 

Cirey, in Chnmjiagne, and what is now the department 
of the Ilaute-Marne, was then a tumble-down cliaicau, 
belonging lo the Mariiuis du Chatelet and pretty far 
from tlie busy himi of men—“nine miles from 
a lemon,” as \'oUairc jrhrased it. On one side of it 
rose a high hill, and between this and the house 
stretched a little meadow through which a liny stream- 
meandered. \'ollairc advanced the Marquis 40,000 
livres (;^i,6oo) for repairs, and was to receive for the 
loan an annuity of 2,000 livres (;^8o), which he never 
did receive. Madame and he furnished sumpUiously 
suites of apartments for themselves, oases in a wilderness 
of dilapidation. The husband, when not with his 
regiment, lounged at Cirey, where Voltaire was the 
real lord and master. Before joining him permanently 
at Cirey, Madame had communed sympathetically with 
such men as Maupertuis and Clairault, and been 
smitten with a love of geometry, algebra, and physics, 
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making in tlicm, according to unexceptionable testimony 
very considerable progress. In a general way, the life 
led at Cirey was monotonously regular. Most of the 
day was passed by Voltaire and Madame at the desk, 
and, by her, much of the night. 'J'he great meal was 
supper at nine, one of a nclunhc kind, at winch 
Voltaire, dragging himself with difticuUy from his desk, 
was generally three quarters of an hour loo late. 
When he was seated, his valet stood fixed behind his 
chair, and footmen (who, like Mad.ime’s other servants, 
were fed scantily, and irregularly paid) presented the 
dishes to him, “as pages did to the gentlemen of the 
King’s household.” “ I.et Madaine have every allen- 
tion,” followed his slightest order for himself. 'Die 
Marquis, when not eating, went to sleep, and amiably 
withdrew after the table was cleared. Tlien, if Voltaiie 
was not absorbed in thought, and was in a good humour, 
especially if cong^ial guests were present, he poured 
forth a stream of sparkling talk before rusliing im¬ 
patiently to his desk again. But Voltaire was not 
always in a good humour. Madame insisted on having 
her own way with him in trifles, and Voltaire often 
sulked under the infliction. Sometimes there wc:e 
alterrjfions, fortunately for ear-witnesses conducted in 
English, which Voltaire had taught the l.idy. Occa¬ 
sionally there were scenes more or less violent. But 
to the outside world “ itmilic ” was always represented 
by Voltaire as perfection itself. She rejiaid him by 
pleading for him with persons in authority, whose 
hostility, moreover, she did her best to avert by trying, 
too often in vain, to check the imprudences of his pen. 
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She lamented the extreme sensitiveness which allowed 
the criticisnis of the smaller fry of authors in Paris to 
drive liim into fits of ignoble rage; but, none the less, 
she did battle for him with them. Jealousy of her own 
sex, which, indeed, Voltaire does not appear at any lime 
to have provoked, she never exhibited. Put she could 
not bear hin\ to he from her side for any length of time, 
and vented unreasonable reproaches if, when absent on 
lour or trip, he was not constantly writing to her. He 
became a little weary at last of her exacting ways, but 
for years remained strongly bound to her by ties of 
admiration, affection, and gratitude. He was now verging 
on forty, and .almost for the first time since he quitted 
his father’s house, he found at Cirey something that 
could be called a home. 

Por recreation Madame took rides on her mare, 
Hirondelle, and, for the sake of his digestion, Voltaire, 
in due sportsman’s costume, with proper appurtenances, 
went hunting the deer in the neighbouring woods. 
Cirey was at its gayest when there were guests of a less 
serious turn than such occasional visitors as Maupertuis 
and Clairault. Then the little theatre, in which a 
stage of a few boards rested on empty barrels, was 
brought into requisition, and host, hostess, and some 
of the guests acted tragedies and comedies, mainly 
Voltaire’s own. Madame was an excellent musician, 
and sometimes would sing a wliole opera through. 
Sometimes, too, there were puppet shows, or Voltaire 
would work a magic-lantern, and with the accent of 
a Savoyard showman, make his little audience laugh at 
his satirical descriptions of friends and foes. And 
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though he was far from Paris, constant correspondence 
wiili friends tl)ere kept him cogmzanl of its sayings and 
doings, which he professed to despise, but in which he 
look an interest only too keen for his own happiness. 
One of his most assiduous correspondences was with 
the Abbe Moussinot, a new financier and general 
factotum in Paris, where he much needed some one to 
look after liis multifarious speculations and investments. 
Among ilje most delicate of the duties of the zealous 
and trustworthy Abbe was to press Voltaire’s debtors 
among grands Seigneurs for the payment of arrears. 
When rhetoric failed, the law had to be set in motion, 
and Voltaire’s dues to be wrung from tenants on estates 
the rents of which had been made his security for the 
payment of the life annuities charged on them. Much 
more pleasant items in his letters to the worilry Abbe, 
are frequent instructions to make j)rescnts of little sums 
of money to struggling men of letters, especially the 
young and promising among them, which were loo often 
repaid by ingratitude. 

At Circy, Voltaire’s pen was inces5*'tntly and variedly 
productive. At the time of his first settlement there, 
the publication of Pope’s “Essay on Man” had been 
completed, and suggested to him a series of jneliical 
dissc£jaiions on Man, “ Discours cn vers sur 1 honinic, 
melodious and felicitous. Some of Popes ideas arc 
borrowed and expanded in them, but Voltaire s aim 
is more modest than that of his old acquaintance at 
Twickenham. Not “to justify the ways of God to 
man,” but to make man contented with his destined 
lot, is the object of V oltaire’s musical verse. *1 here is 
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unhappiness everywlicrc, but cverywljere there is hapju- 
ncss. Let us be thankful to God for what happiness 
he has bestowed on us. Above all, avoid vainly in¬ 
quiring why man and nature are what they arc. These 
are mysteries which faculties are not given us to 
penetrate. The universe was not made for man, but 
both universe and man for (lOd, and so forth. In a 
treatise on metaphysics, written by him in the early 
years at Cirey, but not printed until long afterwards, 
\ ollaire shows himself, as usual when dealing with 
the decfiest subjects, a man speaking to men, not a 
professional philosopher to professional philosophers. 
Me examines the question of the existence of God, 
and this is the conclusion which he comes to: “ In the 
belief that there is a God there are difficulties, in the 
contrary belief there arc absurdities.” One composition 
only of this period involved him in trouble with the 
authorities, and, apart from its character, through no 
fault of his own. In “ Le Mondain,” a poem which 
Goethe greatly admired, Voltaire waxed satirically elo¬ 
quent in a contrast between the good old times with their 
frugality and simplicity, and his own civilized age, which 
he much preferred, with its enjoyments and luxuries. 
The garden of Eden, and our first parents supping on 
water and acorns, arc painted in any but Miltonic hues, 
and Voltaire, thanking his stars that he was born now 
and not in an imaginary golden age, sings the delights 
of a day in modern Paris. He had sent a copy of the 
rather irreverent poem to a worldly French prelate, 
among whose papers it was found after his death. 
Copies of it were circulated among profane sympathizers, 
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he might expect the worst, and he lied incognito to 
Holland, grumbling that “to speak of Adam ns" ha\ing 
long nails has been made a crime, and treated seriously 
as heresy.” Before long he was back at Circy, full of 
fresii indignation at his devout persecutors in Baris, and, 
to put them olT the scent, giving out that he had gone 
to England, and even shamming death. 

Voltaire at Cirey was, as at all times and in all 
places, faithful to his first love—the drama. “ Al/.ire,’ 
“L’Knfant Prodigue,” “ Mahomet,” and “Merope," u hkh 
Ia.st .some English ciitics consider his masterpiece, were 
written during the first decade of his stay at Cirey. Great 
progress was made, too, with the most disgraceful of all 
Voltaire’s writings, the scandalous “Pucelle.” Better 
employment than licentiously burlesfpiing the .story of a 
noble Ercnch heroine and a spirit-stirring episode in 
I'rcnch history, Voltaire was busy al.-o with hi,s“SiecIe 
de Louis Quator/e,” and laying the foundation of his 
historical opus maximum, the Mceurs el Esprit des 
Nations.” 'I'his last work wa.s begun ostensibly for the 
benefit of Madame du Chatelct, who despised the “old 
almanack” histories then current, for which Voltaire 
aimed at sub.stituting something more profitable to the 
modern man and woman. Moreover, Madame cared 
little for poetry and the drama, and was devoted to 
science, mathematical and physical. With lier as his 
companion, Voltaire breathed an atmosphere of science ; 
science, too, was becoming fashionable in high French 
circles, and he was not the man to lag behind the culture 
of his age. When preparing for the press his “ I.xjlicrs on 



78 


LIFE OF 


tlic English,” Voltaire had consulted Maupertuis, one of 
tlie few Newtonians then in France, on some doubts 
which he harboured on points in the theories of Sir 
Isaac Newton, and Maupertuis removed them. In 1735 
there came on a visit to Cirey, a young Italian, Frederick 
the Great’s Algarotli, who read to his Irost and hostess 
chapters of what became his “ Newtonianismo per Ic 
dame.” This book, written in dialogue-form, was to 
popularise Newton’s astronomy and physics for Italians 
in general, and Italian ladies in particular, just as Fonte- 
nolle had popularized, in his dialogues on the “ Plurality 
of Worlds,” the Copernico-Cariesian astronomy, then, 
and so late as the time of Aigarotii’s visit to Cirey, all 
but universally accepted in France. Why not, thought 
Vohaire, do for France what Algarotli is doing for Italy, 
and become the French apostle of the Newtonian re¬ 
ligion, into which, as he said, he had been “baptized” 

by Maupertuis? Forthwith he set to work, and in 1736 

$ 

his “ Elements of Newton’s Philosophy ” (“ Elements de 
la Philosophic dc Newton ”) was ready for the press. But 
scientific bigotry was loo much for him. Cartesianism 
was dominant in France, and here was this Voltaire, a 
man suspect, convicted of flagrant heterodoxy, religious 
and political, audaciously coming forward with proposals 
to substitute for the recognized doctrine of the great and 
orthodox Des Cartes, the new-fangled and far-fetched 
theories of a native of semi-republican and heretic 
England, Voltaire’s book on which, teeming with praises 
of the English and of their Newton, had been burned 
by the public executioner. Even the upright and fearless 
Chancellor D’Agucsseau refused the authorization needed 
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for the publication of the “Elements" in France. .\n 
unauthorized edition of the work, not all of it Voltaire’s, 
was printed in Holland {173S), and eagerly bought. It 
was not until 1741 that Voltaire’s own authorized edition 
was issued. Now that all the world is Newtonian, 
Voltaire’s work is forgotten or neglected. It appears 
that he had not mastered the “ Principia’* itself, but his 
general accuracy, as well as lucidity of exposition, have 
been vouched for in England and Germany by eminent 
and impartial scientific authorities. Its intrinsic merits, 
and Voltaire’s name and fame, gave it currency in France 
and on the Comment. To have popularized for Europe 
Newton’s discoveries ^^as not the least of \oltaire’s many 
shining achievements, and one to which no possible 
exception can anywhere be taken. 

General jiliysics and chemistry also occupied Voltaire 
at Circy. Ik* had a gallery stored with philosophical 
instruments, and a laboratory with retorts and crucibles, 
where for a time a chemist assisted him in his experi¬ 
ments. An impetus was given to his experimenting 
when, in 1737, the French Academy of Sciences offered 
a prize for the best disquisition on the nature and propa¬ 
gation of fire. Voltaire threw himself ardently into the 
competition. Cirey was in a district of iron-stone, of 
foundries, and forges, and Voltaire set to work to fuse 
iron and make it red-hot, weighing the same mass at 
all degrees of tcm[)eraturc. He found, as most people 
have found, that its weight was increased on cooling. 
Some scientific authorities bear strong testimony to his 
patient industry in these and other experiments, and to 
his determination, thus exhibited, to take nothing for 
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granted, but to submit other men’s theories to the test 
of CNperiment. Not only so, they assert that he might 
have, had Ite persevered, been a scientific discoverer. 
'J'hoy generously represent him as even having been on 
the verge of anticipating rricslley in the discovery of 
oxygen, because lie came to the conclusion that the 
increased weight of the iron on cooling was due to its 
absorption of something in the air. “ 11 cst trhpossiblc^^ 
are his words, “ que cette au^nicutation dc poids soil venue 
de la mafic/e ripanduc dans faf/nosp/i^rc." Meanwhile, 
Madame du Chatelet, fired by an interesting spirit of 
emulation, resolved to compete, without Voltaire’s know¬ 
ledge, for the same prize. Naturally she read what he 
had written, and ventured to combat in her essay most 
of his theories. She h.ad to hide frem him what she 
was doing, and on each of eight nights, successively, she 
slept for only a single hour, writing during the rest of it, 
and keeping herself awake by such devices as plunging 
her hands into iced water. Voltaire’s and her papers 
were among five selected out of many as the best, but 
the prize was divided among three other of the fore¬ 
most competitors, Euler being one of them. It was only 
when this result was made known, that Madame told her 
secret to Monsieur, and was agreeably disappointed to 
find him much pleased—not, as she had expected, dis¬ 
pleased with her scientific audacity. Both papers were 
printed by the Academy, with honourable mention of 
“a lady of high rank, Madame du Cliatelet,” as the 
writer of one of them. 

Memorable in Voltaire’s stay at Cirey was the forma¬ 
tion of his much talked of, and much written of, intimacy 
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with Frederick, afiersvards the Great, who was then, ns 
Crown Princeof Prussia, leading a happyllfe nt Reinsberg. 
P'redcrick’s culture was almost entirely French. One of 
his chief [>leasures was to read I'rcnch authors, and to 
try to write French verses; and, above all other hVench 
authors, and all other French verses, he i)rized \'ollaire 
and Voltaire’s. He, too, was a sceptic, and his admi¬ 
ration for Voltaire was far from being purely litaary. 
Voltaire the philosopher, who combated “superstition" 
and preached toleration, was as dear to him as Voltaire 
the writer of incomparable verse. In his first letter to 
\oItairc (August 8, 1736) the enthusiastic young prince 
of 24 lavished praise on Voltaire’s writings of every 
kind, and begged, as the most precious of favours, that 
there might be communicated to him, in confidence, 
any of them which Voltaire might have by him, and 
did not dare to print. \Vhen Frederick said that never 
before Voltaire had metaphysics been made rhythmic, he 
had evidently rend some of the “ Discoiirs .sur rHomme.” 
Since Voltaire loved “ philosophy,” the Prince sent him 
a translation, which lie had ordered to be executed, 
of both a statement and refutation of the charges 
made against the German metaphysician Wolf, who had 
been ''cruelly accused of irreligion and atheism.” Vol¬ 
taire was naturally delighted with such a letter from such 
a prince, and his response to it was in his best style, 
grateful and respectful, without adulation. Frederick 
had said that if destiny did not favour him to the point 
of being able to “possess” Voltaire—an expression which 
may have a little alarmed Madame du Ch;\telet—he 
hoped one day to “sec Iiim whom he had so long 

6 
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nfJniircd from such a dislance." Voltaire replies that 
he will consider it a very precious boon to pay his court 
to liis Royal Highness. “ Rut,” with the fear of Madame 
before his eyes, he adds, “the friendship which retains 
me in my present retreat docs not allow me to leave it.” 
More important than all these amenities is a passage in 
Voltaire’s reiily, which deserves to be quoted, because 
the thought which animates it was often present to him 
when he redcctcd on the results of metaphysical inquiry, 
and, in one or anollier form, frequently appears in his 
writings :— 

“ I c.nnnot," he said, “thank your Royal Highness too much for 
your kindness in sending me the little work relating to Monsieur \Yolf. 

I look on his metaphysical ideas as doing honour to the human mind. 
They arc flashes of lightning in the mitlst of a profound night, and 
this is all, in my opinion, that can In? hoped for from mct.iphysics. 
It docs not appear that the first principles of things will ever be 
properly known. The mice that inhabit some little crannies of a 
vast building do not know whether tlial building is eternal, or what 
its architect, or why he built it. They try to preserve their own 
existence, to people their crannies, and to escape from the destructive 
animals that pursue them. We are such mice, and the divine archi¬ 
tect who built this universe has not yet, so far as I know, told his 
secret to any of us.” 

The correspondence between poet-philosopher and 
prince, thus pleasantly and promisingly begun, went 
on with much regularity. Voltaire sends Frederick his 
prose and verse, published and unpublislted, and they 
are welcomed with outbursts of rapturous admiration. 
By and by Frederick gains courage to send Voltaire speci¬ 
mens of his own French verse. Voltaire exhausts himself 
in praising them and their author, but, at the same time. 
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after a delicate hint that dots must be put upon i*s, he 
points out in them sundry little defects of orthography, 
idiom, and rhyme, his corrections of which arc graciously 
and gratefully received by his royal pupil. Sometimes, 
and generally a propos of the lucubrations of “ Ic sicur 
Wolf,” the pair indulge in serious, but always friendly, 
metaphysical debate. Early in their correspondence 
occurs one lengthy controversy on fate, free-will, fore¬ 
knowledge absolute, conducted with considerable dialectic 
skill on either side, Frederick pronouncing for necessa- 
rianism, Voltaire for the freedom of the will, and both 
of them showing themselves decided thcisls. Agreeable 
episodes in their commune is the despatch of an envoy 
and presents from Reinsberg to Cirey, a bust of Socrates, 
a portrait of Frederick, and so forth. Frederick pays in 
his epistles pretty compliments to “Emilie,” and a 
friendly correspondence is struck up between the lady 
and the prince. 



CHAPTER VII. 


(I 739 - 44 -) 

I N the spring of 1739 Voltaire and Madame du 
Cluilclet migrated from Cirey to Brussels, then the 
capital of the Austrian Netherlands. The Marquis du 
Clialelel had on his hands a family lawsuit of eighty 
years’ standing, an active prosecution of which was inado 
desirable by circumstances. The burden of it fell of 
course on his clever and energetic wife, .^s it was 
before the Austrian tribunals at Brussels that it dragged 
its slow length along, thither she had to repair. While 
at Brussels Voltaire’s hands were, as usual, full of multi¬ 
farious authorship, and his connection with Frederick 
was in course of full development. Frederick was pro¬ 
jecting, at his own cost, a sumptuous edition of the 
“ Henriade.” Voltaire was commissioned to superintend 
for him the publication of Frederick’s first book, the 
“ Anti-Machiavel,” teeming with the most admirable 
sentiments on the paternal duties of kings to their sub¬ 
jects, and with declamations on the iniquity and absurdity 
of seeking glory through conquest, with its accompanying 
“ horrors of war.” Voltaire arranged for its publication 
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with a bookseller at the Hague, and some of the sheets 
were printed, when, May 31, 1730, Frederick's father 
died, and Frederick found himself King of Prussia. 
After this no more is heard of the royal edition of the 
“Henriade.” In one of his letters, quite as friendly 
and familiar as ever, written a few weeks after his acces¬ 
sion, Frederick tells Voltaire that he is revivifying the 
Berlin Academy of Science, and has secured for it 
Maupertuis and Wolf, but at the same time that he 
has considerably increased his army, winding up with 
the apostrophe—“ For God's sake buy up the whole 
edition of the ‘ Anti-Machinvel.’” Circumstances had 
altered, and there were remarks in the book on Kuropcan 
sovereigns which might give offence now that they came 
from one of themselves. And at last Frederick’s Ions- 
cherished wish was to be gratified; he and Voltaire 
were to meet, but without the presence of Madame. 
At this stage in the intimacy of king and poet is seen 
prefigured a struggle of many years between Frederick 
and Madame du Chdtclet, he longing for the acqui¬ 
sition, she bent on the retention of Voltaire. There 
was a compromise possible, to which Voltaire would 
have cheerfully assented, but every suggestion of which 
Frederick steadily declined to accept. Voltaire would 
have settled at Berlin if Madame had been allowed to 
settle there with him, and though she never had the 
chance given her, the arrangement would have been 
doubtless welcomed by her. But leading, though a 
husband, a bachelor’s life, Frederick did not care to 
have women about his court, and would have Voltaire by 
himself, or not at all. Once or twice Voltaire thought 
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for a moment of accepting Frederick’s brilliant offers, 
and of leaving the lady in the lurch, but it was only for 
a moment. If his affection for her cooled, and he grew 
a little wearied of her temper, her algebra, and her 
devotion to physics and metaphysics, gratitude to the 
lady who had done and given up so much for him, 
outweighed in the long run all other considerations. 
In one or another sense he w'as Madame duChatelets 
to her dying day. 

In the autumn of 1740, and the first month of his 
kingship, Frederick was making a rather extensive tour, 
and talked of paying, in the course of it, a visit incognito 
to Voltaire and Madame at Brussels. But to her great 
disappointment the visit did not come off. On the 
road he had an attack of fever, and instead of his 
coming to Voltaire, Voltaire had to go to him at his 
little castle of Moyland, six miles from Cleves. It was 
not among royal splendours that the King and the poet- 
philosopher met on that night of September, 1740. 

“ I was comluclod to his M.ajcsly’s apartment," Voltaire long 
afterwards thus (kscrihed the scene. “Only the four walls were 
there. By llie light of a caudle I perceived in a closet .a small 
trucldc-hed two and a half feet wide ” (what a memory for detail !) 
“ in which was a little man covered up in a dressing-gown of coarse 
blue cloth, perspiring and shivering under a miserable blanket, and 
ill a violent fit of fever. I made him my obeisance, and began the 
acquaintance by feeling his pulse, us if I had been his physician-in- 
chief. The fit over, he dressed himself, and sat down to table." 

Maupertuis and Algarotti were among Voltaire’s 
fellow-guests at the supper-table, and during the con¬ 
versation there was a profound discussion on the immor- 
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tality of the sou), free-will, and the androgynes of Plato. 
The \igilant Carlyle discovered tl^at there were, in fact, 
three siippets, the conversations at which Voltaire rolled 
into one. During his stay of two days and two more 
nights, A'oltaire recited his “ Mahomet ’’ to the delighted 
king, and even wrote for him a defence of his claims 
on the Prince-Bishop of Liege, whom l-rcdcrick was 
threatening with 2,000 soldiers—“ 2,000 arguments,” 
A oltairc called llicin. King and poet-pliilosopher parted 
enchanted with each other. 

Little more than a month after the first meeting of 
I'rcderick and A’oltaire, the Lmperor, Charles VL, died 
at Vienna (October 20, 1740), and Maria Theresa 
reigned in his stead, horthwith the royal denouncer 
of Machiavcili, and declaimcr against the militarj' 
ambition of kings, resolved to seixe on Silesia, commu¬ 
nicating his design to only one or two of his most 
trusted confidants. But there was the stir of prepara¬ 
tion in the Prussian arsenals; lroop.s were mustered and 
marched iiithcr and tliithcr, and everything indicatc<l 
the aj)proach of a campaign on a considerable scale. 
What were Frederick's designs nobody knew, and every¬ 
body wished to know, nor was hardly any one more 
curious on the subject than the Prime Minister of 
I'ranee. Cardinal Meury, an old actjuaintance of 
A^oliairc. From the days of his youth when he offered 
to do spy-work for Cardinal Dubois, A’oltaire had been, 
and for years to come he was to be, possessed by the 
ambition to enter public life, to “serve his King and 
country,” to be something more than an author of works 
which brought him reputation, indeed, but were pub- 
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lished at his peril, arousing suspicion and displeasure 
in high places, driving him from I’aris, making him live 
in perpetual fear of imprisonment or exile, and inciting 
a rabble of Parisian critics, he complained, to defame 
him “at least once a week.” Even as it was, for some 
reason or other, old or new, he was under a ban, for¬ 
bidden to return to France, and Madame dii Ch;xtelct 
had gone off to Fontainebleau to plead, not unsuccess¬ 
fully, for its removal. Madame absent, he could easily 
jiay a visit to Frederick, who was always ready to 
welcome him. If he could extract from his royal 
friend and admirer the secret of those military prepara¬ 
tions, what a feather it would be in his cap, what a 
promising introduction to a possible political career ! 
He sounded Flcury on the subject by letter, and as the 
French envoy at Perlin could discover nothing of 
Frederick's intentions, Fleury approved of Voltaire’s 
visit and its object. When Voltaire dropped a hint of 
coming, Frederick promised to receive him with open 
arms, and he kept his promise. He feted and caressed 
Voltaire (November, 174*), whom he describes to a 
correspondent as “sparkling with new beauties,” but 
not a whisper would lie breathe of the great secret. 
'I'hcy parted exchanging in rhyme some half-bantering, 
half-seiious reproaches. The object of Frederick’s 
military jireparations was soon disclosed, and in the 
middle of December, some weeks after Voltaire’s second 
visit, he and his army were in Maria Theresa’s Silesia, 
giving the signal for a general European war, which was 
to last, with a few intermissions, for more than twenty 
years. 



X'OLTAIRE. 


6'J 


The du Chdtelct lawsuit was taking a somewhat 
favourable turn, so that Voltaire and Madame could 
indulge in various trips, among others to and from I’aris, 
where they spent several months in 1742, and where, on 
the 9ih of August of that year, the much talked of 
Mahomet, “ I’anaiicism, or Mahomet llic I*roj)het," was 
performed. It is one of the most vigorously written of 
Voltaire s dramas, for he threw his whole soul into the 
description of the Prophet as a self conscious and un¬ 
scrupulous impostor, founding, by sheer force of intellect 
and will, a successful religion, and inspiring honest dupes 
with a fanaticism which made them commit hoirihle 
crimes in the belief that they were pleasing Clod. Ihit 
all religion was thought by the suspicious orthodox to 
l)e glanced at in this delineation of the founder of the 
youngest of Semitic religions. Tlic clamour against 
“ Mahomet ” was such that, after three representations, 
and on a hint from ll>e authorities, the drama w’as with- 
drav\n, and Voltaire, disgusted, returned with Madame to 
Brussels. Frederick had made in June and July, a separate 
peace with Austria, and the French thought ih.al he h.ad 
left them in the lurch, for they did not know that Flcury 
had previously made overtures at Vienna for a peace 
of the same kind between France and Austria. Receiving 
an invitation from Frederick to come and see him 
at Aix-la-Chapellc, Voltaire communicated with Flcury, 
and set off cheerfully to visit liis royal friend, and rc])oit 
what there was to be reported. It was not much. He 
spent a pleasant week of September (1742) with Frederick, 
whose renewed ofTers of a brilliant settlement at Berlin, 
he declined once more. Back again in Paris, where the 
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old Cardinal l-'lcury died (January 27, 1743), he was 
somewhat consoled for the enforced withdrawal of 
“Mahomet,” by the triumph of “ Merope ” ([■ebruary 
20, 1743)- I'or the first time, it is said, in French 
theatrical history, the pit shouted and re-shouted for the 
appearance of the author on the staiie. 

Voltaire had long and unsuccessfully aimed at being 
admitted to the French Academy, and he became, with 
hopes encouraged by the triumph of “Merope,” a 
candidate for the scat in it vacant through FIcury’s 
death. The reigning mistress, the Chatcaiiroux, it 
appears, had been gained over to his side by his 
friend the Due de Richelieu. The chief obstacle was 
the opposition of the orthodo.\, especially of Boyer, 
Bishop of Mirciioix, the tutor of the Dauphin, the adviser 
of the King in the disposal of benefices, and in the 
administration of ecclesiastical affairs generally. Boyer, 
in view of Voltaire’s notorious heterodoxy, declared it 
to be impossible to allow him to succeed a cardinal, 
and pronounce on him the usual panegyric. Voltaire’s 
attempt to conciliate tliis bigot is one of the strangest 
episodes in his career. In a long series of falsehoods, 
from his youth upwards, he had disavowed the author¬ 
ship of writings which were unquestionably his, but 
which brought him into collision with the authorities. 
He capped them now by inditing letters vindicating his 
own orthodoxy. “In the presence of God who hears 
me,” he said in the one of these precious epistles which 
was addressed specifically to Boyer, “ I affirm that I am 
a good citizen and a true Catholic, and I say this simply 
because I have always been so in my heart. I have 
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never written a page which docs not breathe a spirit of 
humanity, and I have written many which are hallowed 
by religion.” His calumniators” brought against him 
his authorship of those " Letters on the English ” which 
were burned by the Parliament of Paris. 'I’o this charge 
he had the audacity to reply: “Most of those which are 
printed witli my name are not by me, and I have proofs 
which demonstrate it.” Great was the effect produced in 
Paris by the publicity given to these and similar declara¬ 
tions, but it was not the effect which Voltaire had lioped 
for. They deceived no one, least of all those whom 
they were intended to deceive. By a unanimous vote a 
bishop was elected Fleury's successor in the Academy. 
Voltaire had to submit to be reproached for his hypocrisy 
by Frederick himself, who was generally given to remon¬ 
strate with him on the imprudence of his attacks on 
orthodoxy. 

The mortification suffered by Voltaire gave delight to 
Frederick, who hoped that it would drive him from 
France to seek a final refuge at Berlin. To promote this 
consummation, he had recourse, in the year of Voltaire’s 
rejection by the Academy, to one of the trickiest of 
stratagems, which, were it not recorded in his own letters, 
would be almost incredible. To embroil Voltaire still 
further with Boyer, Frederick sent his envoy in Paris 
extracts from letters to himself, in which, in prose and 
verse, Voltaire had spoken his mind very freely about 
Boyer. These extracts the envoy was to get in some 
underhand way conveyed to Boyer, whose enmity to 
Voltaire being thus made more bitter, Voltaire, Frederick 
expected, would find France too hot to hold him. As 
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it bnpjjciicd, tliis very iTcderick-liko proceeding was 
inopportune. Boyer, indeed, was liostile, but Anielot, 
Minister of I-oreign Aflairs after Fleury’s death, was 
favourable to Voliaiie, and among the other ministers 
were the two D'Argensons, his old schoolfellows and 
allies. In this way, and through Frederuk’s known 
friendship for him, Voltaire was entrusted witli more of 
a dijrlomatic mission than had ever before })ccn given 
him, while Boyer's hostility to him was assigned as the 
reason for his departure from France. Taking the 
Hague by the way, \'oltairc was to proceed to Berlin 
and sound Frederick, then at peace with all the world, 
on the feasibility of a renewal of his alliance widt h'rance. 
ITancc was in desperate straits, and her army in Oermany 
suffered a disastrous defeat at Detlingen (June 27, 1743) 
before \'oltairc, in the following September, arrived in 
Berlin, ^^lKTe, as usual, he was a welcome guest of 
Fredeiick, who, at first, little suspected that his French 
friend had come to sound him, and not to recruit after 


his maltreatment by his enemies in Paris. Frederick 
soon found out the truth, however, and though, for 
good reasons of his own, meditating an alliance with 


France, he dropped no hint of it to V’oltaire. This was 
the last, for many years, of A'oltaire’s attempts to become 
a political personage through his friendship with Frede¬ 
rick. On leaving Berlin he spent a few weeks in Paris, 
and after another sojourn at Brussels, Voltaire, firmly 
clutched by Madame du Chatelet, in the spring of 1744 
returned once more to home, and Circy. 


CHAPTER Vm. 


(1744-50) 

V OLTAIRE was soon busy at Cirey, with a task of 
a kind unattcrnptcd by him for nearly twenty years, 
when he was basking in the sunshine of Court favour, 
just before tlie catastrophe which produced his exile to 
England. The Dauphin (afterwards father of Louis 
XVI.) was to be married to a Spanish infanta, and 
splendid pageants of every kind were to accompany the 
wedding, 'j'lie Due de Richelieu, as first gentleman of 
the bed-chamber, had control of the arrangements, and 
he commissioned Voltaire to compose a theatrical ]>iecc, 
with spectacular, I crpsichorean, and musical efiecls, 
suited to the great occasion. Voltaire set cheerfully and 
diligently to work on the “ Princessc de Navarre,” and 
spent far more time and trouble on it than on almost 
any of his elaborate tragedies. He and Madame du 
Chdtelet passed the winter of 1744-5 in Pan's, and on 
February 23, 1745, his wedding-piece was played before 
the Court, the King, though he never liked Voltaire, 
signifying his gracious approval of it. On the ist of 
April following, liis high friends aiding the fulfilment of 
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a wisli whicli he had expressed, Voltaire was appointed 
royal historiographer, with a salary of 2,000 francs (;^8o). 
He had not long to wait for an opportunity to show 
what a poet could do as a historiographer. On the 
nth of May, the King and Dauphin were present at 
tlie battle gained by the French over the Duke of 
Cumberland and the English, the victory of Fontenoy, 
which threw the French into ecstasy. Voltaire cele¬ 
brated it in a poem which went through five editions in 
ten days. 'I'he Kii^g returned to the scene of warfare, 
leaving behind him the lady who, as First Mistress, was 
to succeed the Chatcauroux (dead the previous year), 
and who in July was created Marquise dc Pompadour. 
Voltaire, who before this consummation, was in Ircr good 
graces, paid his covirt to her assiduously, in person and 
with pen, during the summer, and for sonic time she was 
his friend, of course one very valuable. At the same 
time, bent on checkmating his enemy Boyer, and the 
devout parly at Court, he was making up to a very 
different potentate, no less a personage than the Pope. 
Benedict XIV. was a good-natured, easy-going, worldly 
pontiff, not the least of a bigot. Voltaire, a French abbd 
in Rome helping him in liis manoeuvres, contrived to 
ingratiate himself with the Pope, who sent him medals 
and accepted a flattering distich (in French-Latin) from 
Voltaire for his portrait. Further, he allowed Voltaire 
to dedicate to him, as “ the head of the true religion,” 
his “ Mahomet,” as a piece written “ against the founder 
of a false religion,” The Pontiff responded (September 19, 
1745) most benignantly, bestowing his “apostolic bene¬ 
diction” on his “dear son,” who was not to doubt “the 
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sitifjubr esteem which merit so recoj^nized " as Voltaire's, 
had “inspired” in the Holy Father! Ily this unparalleled 
stroke of diplomacy Voltaire completely baffled Dover 
and his bishops. Which of them could now denounce 
“Mahomet” and Voltaire, when the Head of their 
Church had expressed his admiration of the piece, and 
blessed his “dear son.” ii.s author? ^Nhile amon-l the 
archives of the War Offlee, presided over by the youn-^er 
of his two friends, the brothers DWrgenson, Voltaire was 
busy collecting material for the history of the war, at the 
same lime he was employed by the cider of them, then 
i Iinister ot horeign Affairs, to write for him important 
State papers. In December, at Versailles, was performed 
^ oltaire s operatic “ Temple dc la Gloire,” in which Louis 
was glorified as 'I'rajan. Grave doubts have been thrown 
on the truth of the famous story of Voltaire’s imiuirinK 
apostrophe to Ix>uis, “Trajan-est il content and of 
the contemptuous glance and glacial silence which, it has 
been said, was the King's only reply. But if the Kin- 
did not like him personally, he was not altogether 
insensible to Voltaire's adulation in verse and prose, and 
the still friendly Pompadour's inHuence was supreme. 

J hanks to her chiefly, be grasped at last the prize which 
he bad long coveted in vain. On April 25, 1746, he was 
unanimously elected a member of the French Academy 
Earlier m the year the project of a descent on England 
by a French army under Richelieu, to co-operate 
with the young Pretender was conlldcd to him, and he 
wrote the manifesto wl.ich Richelieu was to issue on 
andmg. 'J he defeat of Charles Edward at Cullodcn 
(April 16, 1746) annihilated the project, and made 
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waste-paper of \’oltaire’s grandiose manifesto. But the 
year 1746 closed in one way gloriously for him. At 
last there was fulfilled an old promise that, on the first 
vacancy, ho should be appointed a gcntlcman-in-ordinary 
to the King, a position which conferred on him some 
legal as well as social privileges. When, however, 
Voltaire took his scat at the table spread at the royal 
expense for the gentlemen of the bed-chamber, they 
appear to have looked rather askance at him as a 
pan'cnu. And much as he boasted to otliers of his 
various elevations, he knew in his heart that they were 
not the rewards of what he had really done to deserve 
reward. “My ‘Ilenri Ouatre,’ my ‘ Zaire,’ and my 
American ‘ Alzire,’” he sighed in rhyme, “never gained 
me a single glance from the King. With very little glory 
I had a thousand enemies. At last lionours arc showered 
on me for a farce of the Fair,” * the “ Princesse de ^ 
Navarre,” to wit. 

Throughout liis career disgraces, loo often due to 
Voltaire’s imprudences of tongue or pen, alternate 
with triumplrs, and two of the former, more or less 
notable, belong to 1747. One evening, in the early 
winter of that year, the Court, Voltaire and Madame du 
('haielct with it, being at Fontainebleau, there was high 
jilay at the Queen's table. Madame du Chatelct lost 
and continued to lose, until she owed—pay there and 

' The minor Thc.nlrcs of the F.air {/-<x Loire's were thus called 
from being first opened during the chief annual fairs of P.aris. 
Lc Sage, the author -of Gif Bias,” wrote .a good deal for them, 
tint the pieces performed at them were gcncr.ally of the fUmsic&l 
kind. 
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then such a sum she could not—no less than 84,000 
francs In his indignation, and though the 

other gamblers were some of the greatest people in the 
land, Voltaire told her aloud that only her excitement 
had prevented her from seeing that she was playing with 
knaves. Wnh a touch of discretion he had spoken in 
Engluh, but it was evident from the angry buzz around 
them that he had been only too well understood. Fore¬ 
seeing a storm about to burst on them, Voltaire and 
Madame withdrew, and that very night they were being 
driven to an old friend and a place—both of them familiar 
to him m early youth—the Duchesse du Maine and her 
chateau of Sceaux. They had been her guests not long 
before, and the great lady, alienated from the Court, wel¬ 
comed the pair and cheerfully harboured theculi)rit For 
security’s sake the shutters of his room were dosed by 
,day as well as night, and, at work as usual, he wrote 
by candle-light while it was daylight outside. Kvery 
night when the household had gone to rest, and the 
Duchess retired to her room, on a table by her bedside 
a dainty little supper was laid for Voltaire, who, 
emerging from his hiding-place, read aloud what he 
had been writing for her during the day. It was well 
worth such an audience, for he had composed, to 
amuse the Duchess and himself, “Zadig," “IJabouc,” 
and “ Meninon the earliest of those sparkling and 
inimitably piquant Oriental tales which are still popular, 
while the “Henriade” and “ Charles^XII.” have been 
relegated to the schoolroom, and \;pltaire's tragedies, 
once found so thrilling, arc, at I^t out of France, read 
only by the studious. ^.In UKe meantime Madame du 
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Cliatelet had raised money to pay her gambling 
debt, and her creditor pocketed the insult with it. 
Voltaire’s shutters were no longer closed during the day, 
and he joined in the miscellaneous gaieties which fol¬ 
lowed the reappearance of Madame du Chatelet at 
Sceaux. At the request of his hostess Voltaire read 
his new tales to his assembled fellow-guests, who 
were enchanted with them. Publication followed by 
degrees. As entertaining as the “Arabian Nights,” and, 
to French readers, as suggestive as the “ Fetters on the 
English” of much that was rotten in the state of France, 
they were read with avidity by all the world. 

Another and grave misadventure, in its consequences 
very serious for Voltaire, befell him in the early weeks of 
January, 1748, on returning to Paris from his sojourn 
at Sceaux. Madame do Pompadour, who still smiled 
on him, had procured a jirivate performance before 
the King of Voltaire’s “ Enfant Prodigue,” and had 
herself played in it, some of the highest of grands 
Seigneurs and grandes Dames also taking {>arts. Such 
an honour Voltaire thought it incumbent on him to 
lepay with some verses in his best style, addressed to 
the Pompadour. After the usual burst of lavish flattery, 
came the wish, “ May peace return with Louis to our 
fields! Be both of you without enemies, and do both 
of you retain your conquests ! ” No longer well affected 
as of yore to Voltaire, now more than suspected of free- 
thinking, the devout queen and the great ladies who 
attended her were indignant at this close to verses which 
Voltaire, not suspecting that they would give offence, 
had taken care to circulate, and which had been shown 
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by the Pomiudour lierself. who was anything but dis. 

pleased with them. “What,” was tlie cry, “compare 

the glorious conquests of the King in Flanders with 

those which made such a woman as the Pompadour 

mistress of his person 1 ” The King might have car.d 

httle for the dignified reproaches of his wife, but she 

brought into play those of his throe daughters, of wliom 

he was very fond, and whom he visited every day. 'I'he 

Pompadour bowed to the storm, and did not intercede 

for lier laureate. A decree actually exiling him had, it 

is said, been signed, when Voltaire, not waiting ’to 

receive it, hurried off, with Madame du Clialelet, to 
Cirey. 

Inafewwecks Voltaire, with ^radame, found himscK 
in safety at Lundville, the guests of that amiable old 
gentleman, Stanislaus, titular King of Poland, Duke of 
Lorraine for life, and father of the Queen of France. 
He was glad to have them, especially Voltaire, as 
adding hislre to his agreeable Httle Court. The Marquis 
du Chatclct belonging to an ancient house of Lorraine, 
Madame wished to procure him an appointment in 
the Court of Stanislaus, and her wish was before long 
fulfilled. Voltaire, on the other hand, was gratified to 
be made much of by the father of the Queen, to whose 
displeasure Paris rumour ascribed his absence. Life at 
Lun(:ville was free and easy, and full of gaiety. Things 
might have gone on pretty smoothly with the illustrious 
pair bad not Madame du Chatelet fallen over head and 
ears in love. The hero of this attachment was a M. de 
Saint-I^mbert, who had just been appointed to a com¬ 
pany in Stanislaus’s regiment of Guards, ^^adnme was 
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forty-two; lie wns thirty-one—handsome, clever, poetical, 
and could make himself very agreeable when he chose. 

It was Madame, apparently, who first made love to him, 
and all along the love was much more on her side than 
on his. However, lie was flattered by being the object 
of the alTcction of so famous a lady, so very intimate a 
friend of the great Voltaire, and he played his part only 
too well in some respects. There were secret correspond¬ 
ences, stolen interviews, and so forth, the letters from the 
lady to him, still preserved, showing a passionate devo¬ 
tion on her part. When Voltaire found out what was 
going on, he was very angry. But he gave in after the 
rather matter-of-fact explanation from the lady that, as 
he had grown cool towards her—he was fifty-four—she 
rerphred some one to love her, and had found that some 
one in Saint-Lambert. What was at first indignation be¬ 
came a sort of regretful approval, as when, in encourag¬ 
ing verses to Saint-I^mbcrl, Voltaire said, “Thine is 
the hand that gathers the roses, and for me are only the 
thorns.” More interesting to him soon became the fate 
of his tragedy “ Semiramis," which he wrote because the 
veteran Crdbillon had many years before produced one 
on the same subject, and Criibillon was now being 
j\atronizcd by the Pompadour and Louis. Voltaire was 
in Paris at the first performance of his “Semiramis” 
(August i«8, 1748). He had prepared for the hostile 
reception threatened it by the partizans of Cr«$billon and 
his own many enemies. Tor the first time on record he 
jiackcd the pit. But the enemy contrived to find 
admission, and “Semiramis” was not a shining success. 
The winter of 1749 found Voltaire again in Paris, after 
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the Pompadour and the King had patronized witli their 
presence the first performance of Cre'billon’s “Catiline,’' 
which again Voltaire resolved to efface by a tragedy of 
his own on the same subject, “Rome Sauvce\” It is a 
symptom of Voltaire’s consciousness of the permanence 
of the royal disfavour that, in the May of this year, he 
resigned his office of gentleman-in-ordinary to the King, 
who allowed him, however, to retain the designation^’^ 
and if he thus relaxed his official connection with the 
Court, he made, he boasts, 60,000 livres (^2,400) by 
selling the post to a successor. And now was approaching 
the denouement of the drama which Madame du Chatelct 
and Saint-I^mbert had been enacting. She knew in 
April (1749) that she was to become a mother. The poor 
lady had a presentiment of her fate, and when in Paris 
worked hard with Clairault at her version of Newton’s 

I rincipia, for, after having been i>ervertcd for a time 
to Leibnitzism, she had returned to the true Newtonian 
faith. She arranged all her papers in sealed packets, 
with the names of the persons to whom they were to be 
delivered. In expectation of the acconehement, which 
was at Lun(?villc, the Marquis du Chatelet and Saint- 
I^mbert, with Voltaire, of course, were in attendance. 
A little daughter arrived suddenly on the 4ih of Sep¬ 
tember, while Madame, pen in hand, was working at her 
book on Newton. “The mother,” Voltaire ^vrotc gaily 
to his friends, “ arranged her papers, returned to bed, 
and at the time I am writing, all that {foitt eeia) is asleep 
like a dormouse.” Six days after the birth Madame du 
Chatelet breathed her last (September 10, 1749). 

Voltaire was at first inconsolable. But business had 
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to be attended to. He wound U[> accounts with the 
Marquis du Chatelet, to whom he behaved very gene¬ 
rously, and wliose tedious lawsuit he had previously 
ended by negotiating a compromise which brought the 
du Chatclets 200,000 livres, money down, say ;£'8o,ooo. 
lie despatched from Cirey to Paris what belonged to 
him, and at Christmas, with his niece, Madame Denis, 
now a widow, as mistress of the establishment, he was 
installed in the mansion at Paris, formerly his and 
Madame du Chatelct’s domicile. Voltaire’s income at 
this time was about ;:^3,4oo a year, perhaps equal to 
thrice as much now. He was fifty-five, and, being in 
indilTerent health, he might have taken a little rest. 
Put the favour which Crdbillon had found in the eyes 
of the King and the Pompadour was as a thorn in his 
flesh. The King, the Court, and the Paris public had 
to be shown that as a dramatist he was nothing to 
Voltaire. The very subjects which Cr«:*billon had treated 
in his dramas, Voltaire would treat one after another, so 
that the contest might be complete. Crdbillon had 
written a “Semiramis”; Voltaire, as has been seen, 
wrote another, and produced it on the stage. A “ Cati¬ 
line ” of Crifbillon had been applauded by the King and 
the Pompadour; in a “Rome Sauvee” Voltaire dealt 
with the same episode in Roman history. To CrtM)iUon’s 
“Elcctra” Voltaire opposed an “Oreste.” Play-going 
Paris was divided into two camps, the genuine admirers 
of Crdbillon being recruited by Voltaire’s enemies, of 
whom he had many. “Oreste" was performed January 
12, 1750, when Voltaire was again said to have packed 
the pit, and the piece was played amid the contending 
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noises of friends and foes. Once, when the iiisses ore- 

.t'Z' rT-'T'" '» 

of his bo.\, and shouted reproachfully, “ IJarba- 

rinnsl it is Sojihodcs whom you arc liissing ! ” The 
nclors of [he CoineMic I'raiifaise having, he thought 
Uhaved to hnn rather cavalierly since the patronage of 
Creh.llon l,y royalty. Voltaire opened in his Paris 

mansion a private theatre of his own, chiefly for the 
performance of his new dramas. In the list of the 
persmis who were present at the first performance there 

11 Alembert, D,derot. and Marmontel "-to the last of 
rvhoiu ^ ohaire had been the kindest of friends and bene- 
actors. At subsequent representations Voltaire himself 
p ayed the part of Cicero, with vigour and fire in abund- 
ance and superabundance. 

With the death of Madame dn Chatelet I'rederick 
natur^ly began to reckon on a visit of some duration 

rltTl y ‘'longht of visiting his 

ro) a friend in the summer of 1750, and of then making 

a tour in Italy. Meanwhile, during the winter of 

749 50, the post of Pans correspondent to Frederick 

I r 111 ^ V’ II * C n a certain vain and 

.die young versifier Baculard d’Arnaud, whom, from of 

o d, he had assisted occasionally with little presents of 

money. Frederick took a fancy to D’Arnaud, and 

mv.ted him to Berlin in some verses in which the youm- 

man s scribble was lauded so extravagantly as .0 prLuc^ 

the impression that the King was at his stratagems again 

and wished, by making Voltaire jealous of D'Arnaud' 

to bring him more quickly to Berlin. “D’Arnaud,” 
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Krcderick said or sang, “come ! and by your fine genius 
revive us wiih new fire. . . . Before long, winging your 
night to the skies, >ou will succeed in equalling Voltaire. 

. . . Already the Aiiollo of France is wending towards 
his decline. Come, and in your turn shine. Rise if he 
is still descending. Thus the setting of a beautiful day 
promises a still more beautiful dawn.” These verses 
were written in the December of 1749, and it seems odd 
that they were not with malice prepense made known to 
\^ollairc until the June of 1750, when he was corre¬ 
sponding with Frederick about the cost of a journey to 
Berlin, already, apparently, decided upon. It is Marmontel 
who tells the story, and, to add to the confusion which 
surrounds it, he misquotes Frederick’s verses. According 
to him, Voltaire, in bed when he read them, jumped 
from it in a rage, exclaiming, *• Voltaire is the setting 
sun, and Baculard is the rising one 1 I shall go ; yes, I 
shall go and give him”—Frederick—“a lesson in the 
knowledge of men.” Whatever the amount of truth in the 
anecdote, Voltaire was on the 26th of June at Compibgne 
to ask Louis XV.’s permission for his historiographer and 
the titular gentleman of his bed chamber to leave France 
for Prussia. According to tradition the King told him 
stiftly that he might start as soon as he pleased. Whetlur 
tradition be right or wrong, on July 10, 1750, Voltaire 
found himself Frederick’s guest at Berlin. 



CHAPTER IX. 

(*750-53) 

had at last his Voltaire, and did his 
± utmost lo retain possession of him. His Tronch 
visitor was granted a pension of 20,000 francs a year 
(^800), the office (and gold key) of Chamberlain, the 
cross of the Order/>our le Miriie, and board and lodging 
^wap in one or other of the royal palaces. Madame 
Denis was offiered an annuity of 4,000 francs (^160) for 
life if she would come to Berlin and take care of her valetu¬ 
dinarian uncle, but she preferred freedom and flirtation 
in Ians, where she did as she pleased, with a fixed 
allowance from Voltaire. His welcome from all and 
sundry was the warmest imaginable. 'Ihc princes, 
Fredericks brothers, and their sister. Princess Amelia 
acted witli him in his own dramas, in which he 
himself took the elderly parts, Cicero in “Rome 
Sauvee, i^usignan in “Zaire," and so forth. Grandees 
courtiers, ministers, all did homage to the King’s 
chief favourite. His office of Chamberlain was a 
sinecure, and he had ample leisure in which to ply his 
never-resting pen. His duties resolved themselves into 
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dining, or, at least, supping with the King, and correcting 
and criticising verse and prose submitted to him by 
I'rcderick as a pupil submits his exercises to a teaclicr. 
The King’s dinners were somewhat formal, but the 
suppers wore free and easy, accompanied by the feast of 
reason and the how of soul, b'rcderick's talk was vivid, 
and Voltaire’s brilliant. “This is the paradise of 
Fhilosi^phes," \oltaire wrote in one of the early monilis 
of his stay. “ I^anguagc fails to express what it is. It 
is Ccesar, it is Marcus Aurelius, it is Julian, it is some* 
times the Abbe de Chaulieu,” the sceptical French 
Anacreon of Voltaire’s youth, “with whom we sup. Here,” 
at Potsdam, where tlicre was a royal palace, with Sans 
Souci close by, “there is the charm of retirement, there is 
the freedom of country life, with all the little comforts 
which the liost of a chateau, who is also a king, can 
procure for his very humble guests.” With the more 
intimate French favourites of the King, his reader 
D’Arget, the willy Marquis d’Argens, the madcap 
Fa Mettric—these two last primarily befriended by 
Frederick, mainly for their audacious scepticism—Voltaire 
was on excellent terms. The one cloud in the sunshine 
of his new life was Baculard d’Arnaud, who committed 
the impardonablc sin of writing spiteful things about him 
to I’aris, and was soon, at Voltaire’s instance, sent about 
his business. ^Vilh Frederick, D’Arnaud l)ad served his 
turn, and “ the rising sun ” of a few montlis before disap¬ 
peared from the Berlin horizon. Voltaire’s satisfaction 
at the discomfiture of his former rival was not, however, 
tmmixed. He bethought him that if Frederick could 
so easily turn adrift one whom he had so recently 
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belauded and pensioned, this was not a king a continu¬ 
ance of wliose favour could be so very confidently relied 
on. 


But it rested with Voltaire himself to be, for an in¬ 
definite period, as happy as it was possible for Iheii to lie 
with health very indifferent, and bodily ailments * oming 
upon him, though not so grievous as be wished Ids friends 


to think them. For Frederick’s first coolness to him he 
had only to thank himself, and his insatiable cupidity. 
^Vith an ample fortune of his own, a handsome pension, 
and all the necessaries and comforts of life furnished 
him free of cost, he might for a time, at least, have been 
content, and avoided questionable financial speculations, 
especially at Berlin itself, watched as he was there by 
jealous and envious eyes. The first great scrape in wldcli 
he was involved during his visit to Frederick, arose out 
of a connection, at first perhaps innocent enough, with 
Hirsch, a cunning and unscrupulous Berlin Jew, wlio traf¬ 
ficked in precious stones among other things, and from 
whom Voltaire waS in the habit of borrowing, or 
partly buying on credit, jewellery with which to adorn 
his person when taking part in Court theatricals. 
The two were soon engaged in an illicit transaction, 
which, Voltaire declared, Hirsch had suggested to him, 
and which, he also declared, he himself h.id backed out of 
as soon as he found it to be illicit; Hirsch, on the other 
hand, maintaining that the suggestion came from Vol¬ 
taire. The Saxon Government, wliich had been allied 


with Austria against Frederick in the second Silesian 
war, had, in its financial straits, issued inconvertible 
paper-money, SlmtrSckeine. These fell considerably 
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below par, and at the peace of Dresden (1745), 
Frederick made it a stipulation that when the Steuer- 
Schcine were held by Prussian subjects, they should 
be paid, after presentation, at par. Of course they 
began to be dealt with in Prussia. They were bought 
in Saxony at their depreciated price, and then sent°to 
Prussia to be presented for payment at par by Prussian 
subjects. To j)ut an end to this traffic, Frederick issued 
in 1748 a severe rescrijjt forbidding such transactions. 
Whatever Voltaire’s denials, it was generally believed 
that he sent Hirsch to Dresden to buy Steuer-Scheme 
for him at a considerable discount, to be afterwards 
presented for payment at par. For one reason or other, 
the Sieuer-Scheine were not bought Hirsch came back 
from Dresden empty-handed. When Voltaire found 
that this was to be the result of the Jew’s mission, he 
protested a bill on Paris for 40,000 livres (^1,600), which, 
he asserted, he had given Hirsch for the purpose of 
buying, not Steuer-Scheine^ but furs and jewellery in 
Saxony. Hirsch then demanded compensation for his 
time and trouble, and for the injury done to his credit 
by the protest of the bill which had been cashed for him 
at Dresden, where he, of course, had to refund the. 
money received for it. When sending Hirsch to Dresden, 
Voltaire had kept in his hands, as security both for the 
bill and for money advanced to Hirsch to make pur¬ 
chases which he did not make, a quantity of jewellery 
borrowed from Hirsch for stage purposes. 'I'hese he 
now proposed to take from Hirsch in payment of Hirsch’s 
debt to him. The transactions closed with the signature 
by Hirsch of a document which purported to be a final 
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selilemcnt of accounts. But then a new and desperate 
controversy broke out. Voltaire asserted that he had 
been cheated, because the jewels were not worth nearly 
as much as Hirsch had valued them at. Instead of 
putting up with some loss rather than drag the whole 
affair before tlic public, he brought a lawsuit against 
Hirsch. Hirsch, as defendant, a^sertcd that some of the 
jewels furnished had been changed by ^’oltairc for 
others of less value, and he denied that the signature 
appended to the document intended to be final was his. 
I he signature was undoubtedly his, but it was very 
much doubted whether \’oliairo had not, after Hirsch 
signed, interpolated the document in his own interest. 
The gist of the judgment was that the jewels should be 
valued by sworn exijcrls, that Hirsch, if he could prove 
that they, or any of them, had been changed, might 
bring an action in which he should be plaintiff and 
Voltaire defendant. As to Voltaire’s alleged fraudulent 
interpolations, he was to be called on to swear that he 
was innocent of them. 'I his he declared himself ready 
to do, while Hirsch, as a Jew, was not allowed to take an 
oath in the dominions of even the sceptical Trcderick, 
who ostensibly tolerated all religions, and granted equal 
rights to his subjects of every creed. Hirsch was 
further fined ten thalers—thirty shillings—for denying 
his signature. Voltaire, it appc.ars, did not take the oath 
after all, nor did Hirsch go on with the new trial. 
I’robably infiiienccd by the bad impression which the 
suit had visibly produced, and by the reproaches which 
1 ‘rederick addressed to him, Voltaire compromised 
matters, and accepted in almost every instance Hirsch’s 
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valuation of the jewels. The Icgil proceedings had 
lasted from December 30, 1750, to l-’ebruary 26, 1751. 
There is a carefully detailed account of the affair in Car¬ 
lyle’s “hrederick,” Carlyle pronouncing decidedly against 
\’oltairc, both as regards his denial of a persistent 
allcm[)t to j)urchase Sfcucr-Sc/icinc, and of a fraudulent 
interpolation of the document signed by Hirsch. What 
can be said in Voltaire’s favour will be found in the 
elaborate biography of him by Gustave Desnoiresterres, 
l)y far the best and most complete French work of its kind 
which has a^ipeared, or is likely for long to appear. 

Voltaire tried hard to persuade his correspondents, with 
such slender aid as he could derive from the trifling fine 
imposed upon Hirscli, that he had come off victorious; 
but neutral observers, to say nothing of his enemies, 
looked on his victory as a disgraceful defeat. Frederick 
himself was very and naturally angry, to find his guide, 
philosopher, and friend exhibited to the world in so sorry 
a light. He kept aloof from Voltaire while the lawsuit 
was proceeding, and told his sister Wilhelmina, a staunch 
ally of the culprit, that Voltaire’s behaviour had been 
that of “a rogue trying to cheat a pickpocket.” Two 
days before the compromise, he wrote Voltaire an in¬ 
dignant letter, in which he reproached his French 
friend with other and minor misdemeanours, among 
them his vindictive conduct to D’Arnaud, and his 
gossiping with the Russian minister “about things with 
which you had no business to meddle.” “You have on 
hand the most disgraceful affair possible with the Jew, 
You have caused a frightful scandal throughout the 
town. The affair of the Saxon bonds is so notorious in 
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Saxony, that I have received serious complaints about it. 
I preserved peace in my house until your arrival, and I 
warn you, that if you have a passion for intriguing and 
caballing you have come to the wrong place,” and so 
forth. Voltaire was fairly frightened, and sent a penitent 
rcpij. Fredericks wrath did not last long, or at least 
did not show itself long, and the strange pair were soon, 
to all appearance, on the old footing again. Voltaire con¬ 
tinued to correct the King’s prose and verse, and, on 
returning each batch of either, accompanied it with trans- 
cendant laudations of tlie King’s literary skill. Frederick, 
on his part, came to look, or tried to look, on Voltaire .as 
not one man but two. There was Voltaire, the prince of 
poets and prose writers, the enlightened philosopher, who 
had trampled on “superstition,” whose genius he had 
worshipped since his youtli, whose presence shed lustre 
on his Court—the charming and brilliant companion, 
who, moreover, was very useful to him, and very diligent 
and painstaking as a corrector of his compositions. Then 
there was the other Voltaire, greedy, tricky, jealous, 
vindictive, ever ready to quarrel with his brethren, 
and bent on persecuting to the uttermost all with 
whom he quarrelled. Frederick could not have the 
society of Voltaire the angel, whom he loved, without 
that of Voltaire the demon, whom he detested; so 
he put up with the demon for the sake of the angel. 
Hut after the Hirsch affair, whatever their apparent 
cordiality, the King was readier than before to hear 
evil spoken of Voltaire, and Voltaire grew doubtful 
of the sincerity of the King’s attachment to him. 
Frederick was fond of bantering rather coarsely, even 
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ihose of his friends for whom he had an unadulterated 
liking, of playing practical jokes on them, and of requiring 
them to he constantly within call. After a time, wearied 
of their barrack life, the faithful D’Arget left him, and 
the loyal Marquis D’Argens and the gallant Chasot. 
ICvcn La Mettric, whom he allowed to take liberties with 
liim tijat he would tolerate from no one else, was bent 
on Hying back to France. In the autumn of 1751, Vol¬ 
taire was urging the Due dc Richelieu to facilitate Ki 
Mcltrie’s return to his fatherland, and the two were on 
very intimate terms. Great was Voltaire’s horror, when 
La Mcttrie told him at this lime, that in a conversation 
with the King on the favour shown to Voltaire, and the 
jealousy which it excited, Frederick replied, ” I shall 
need him for another year at least. We squeeze the 
orange and throw away the rind.” The speech haunted 
him during the remainder of his Prussian visit. Time 
after time he attempted, but in vain, to extort from La 
Mcttrie an admission that it was an invention of the 
reporter. All hope of the kind was extinguished, when 
without having made any such .admission, La Meltrie 
died a few months afterwards of a surfeit, Voltaire 
lamenting that he had not cross-examined the mischief- 
maker when in articulo mortis. Nor were tale-bearers 
wanting to irritate Frederick against Voltaire by repeating 
sharp things said of King by poet. Voltaire was busy 
or otherwise, one day in those months, when there 
arrived a packet of the King’s verses for him to conect 
“ Will he never be tired,” the imprudent poet said, or 
was said to h.ive said, “of sending me his dirty linen to 
wash ? ” Maupertuis, Voltaire bclieMad. had circulated 
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this saying, so that it might reach tl,e Kings ear,. 
MaupcrtuiS welcomed Voltaire to lierlin, but gradu¬ 
ally became very cool, being jealous, no doubt, of the 
favour shown to the poet by the King, which he thus 
trtcd to d.minish, d-here had been sundry passa-es of 
arms between the two, and now this of the dirty linen 
w^s .added to the Perpetual President s misdemeanours. 
11 tlicrc came an oj)poriunily (or revenge Voltaire was 
not the man to neglect it. 

whatever \'olt.aires troubles, and atnot.g them arc to 
ire reckoned an attack of erysipelas and other maladies 
winch m,ade Inm often speak of himself as on the ttoint 
of death, he was abvays busy with his pen. Soon after 
\ Oltatre s arr.val in Berlin, hrcdcrick had applied on his 
c alf to Louts XV. for permanent Ic.ive of ab-tence. 
It was grattted. hut at the satne lime Voltaire was 
deprived of hisodiceof historiographer of I'rnnce, while 
allowed to retain his titular d.gnity of geullemau-in- 
ordinary of laauis’s hcd-chamher. Voltaire took the 
deprivation more philosophically than usual, since it 
gave him more freedom than he might otherwise have 
enjoyed m preparing for the press his “Sieclc de Louis 
Quatorre ' He had brought with hitn to lierlin tnatcrial 
for tt. collected orally and from books during many, many 
years, onward from the time when in bis youth he bad 
Itung on the lips of M. de Cau.nartin at Saint-Ange 
It was published at the end of .75,, and. living in 
security m Berlin, Voltaire had not been temijied to 
soften It down as he might have been had he hnished it 
m France. There it was a prohibited book, but none 
the less was it reproduced in Paris and generally read in 
r ♦ 8 
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France, while editions of it were issued in Holland, 
Germany, and Great Britain. The age of Louis XIV. 
was as interesting to the Europe of that day as the age 
of the first Napoleon to the Europe of the last genera- 
and no modern historian had before treated a great 
period with Voltaire’s brilliancy, good sense, and, on the 
whole, impartiality. 

Once more in Voltaire’s career a triumph achieved was 
to be followed by a disaster, due partly to Mauperluis. 
The Perpeliial President of Frederick's Academy of 
Sciences had promulgated a theory that, in motion. Nature 
works according to a law of thrift, and employs, in every 
movement, a minimum of action. This theory was con¬ 
troverted by Kdnig, a meritorious mathematician and 
physicist, who, like Maupertuis himself, had been a science 
teacher of Madame du Chatelet. In the course of con¬ 
troverting it, Kdnig {piotcd a passage from a letter 
written by Leibnitz, in which that sage declared himself 
to have “remarked tiiat, in the modification of motion, 
the action becomes usually a maximum or a minimum.” 
If Leibnitz said this, and was right in saying it, Mau- 
pertuis’s theory was only half true, and even in pro¬ 
pounding what was half true in it, he had been anti¬ 
cipated by Leibnitz, to say nothing of the blow dealt 
to “the Uiw of Thrift,” announced by him as a great 
discovery of his, and an important contribution to 
natural theology, since such a law involved the 
existence of a law-giver. It seems strange nowadays 
that the doubt thus thrown on a metaphysico-mathematical 
theory, should have provoked Maupertuis to take dire 
revenge on Kdnig. But the Perpetual President was 
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not nccustonied to contradiction, and being regarded 
with reverence by the members of his Academy, wlio 
were mainly of his own appointing, he had a high idea 
of his own importance and omniscience, lie could not 
l)rook being critici/ced, and having Ins new argument for 
the existence of a God refuted in the f4ice of his own 
Academy, and before the scientific world, by the com¬ 
paratively unknown Kdnig. He demanded the produc¬ 
tion of the original letter of Leibnitz, which Kdnig had 
quoted. After due search by Kdnig, the original was not 
to be found. So at last, Mauperluis not present but 
pulling the strings of his puppets, the Academy, in con¬ 
clave assembled, solemnly and formally pronounced the 
alleged extract to be a forgery, leaving it to 1)C implied 
that poor Konig was the forger. 'I'his decision was come 
to in April, 1752. In the fallowing year Kdnig resigned 
his seat in the Academy, and in September issued an 
appeal to the public. Meanwliile Voltaire had been 
looking into the rights and wrongs of the matter. Partly 
out of sympathy with the m.iltrcated Kdnig, partly out 
of an accumulated antipathy to M.iupcrluis, he wrote, 
in the true Voltaircan style, a brief but stinging letter, 
defending the former, and attacking the latter, in what 
purported to be “A Reply from a Rcrlin to a Paris 
Academician,” who was supposed to have asked to be 
informed of the ins and outs of the controversy. 

“ Here,” it l>c*j*.Tn, *' tlic exact irnlh nsked for. M. Morc.nu <le 
Mnu|M;rtuis, in a paniplilct entitled * Mssai do Cosinolojjie,’ ass<.Tted 
lhal ihe only prixjf of ihe existence of a God is AU -f- wHB, which 
Ls l>ound to lx: a minimum, lie alleges that in every possible caw 
action is alw.nys a minimum, which has been piovcd to tw false, and 
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he says llial (his law of ihc niiniiiuiin was discovcrctl by him, which 
is not less false." 

Then follows a history of the controversy, and of tlic 
harsh sentence which Maupertuis “forced some mem¬ 
bers of the Academy, who arc pensioned and who 
depend on him,” to pronounce on Konig. In con¬ 
clusion, according to the Berlin academician, 

“ the Sicnr ^^orca« de Maupertuis has been convicted in the 
face of scientific Europe, not only (»f jdajiiarism and of blun¬ 
dering, but of liaviii" abused his position to deprive men of letters 
isftts (ie Utlrts) of their freedom, and to persecute an honest man 
whose only crime was that of not being of his opinion. .Several 
members of tlic Academy have protested against conduct so 
revolting {(fn.inilc si and would tpiit the Academy, over 

which Maupertuis lyrannires, and which he dishonours, were it not 
for a fear of <lisplcnsing the King who protects It,” 


This pretended letter of an academician of Berlin, 
printed in a respectable periodical, was anonymous, but 
it was soon known to be Voltaire’s, and it threw Frederick 
into a genuine passion. For Maupertuis personally, with 
all his faults—vanity the chief of them—be had a great 
regard. Maupertuis had e.xilcd himself to become the 
President of the Berlin Academy, and had drawn to it 
Euler, and other, though minor, scientific notabilities. 
Not only Maupertuis, but the members of the Academy, 
which Frederick had reorganized and was proud of, were 
as a body being vilified by Voltaire, and held up to 
general contempt, as a collection of sordid and timorous 
satellites of their harsh and unscrupulous President. 
So Frederick took pen in hand, and launched a *• Reply,” 
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from another pretended academician of Dcrlin to another 
imaginary academician in Paris. In this rather absurd, 
as well as frantic and most unkingly elTusion, he did not 
touch on the pros and cons of the controversy respecting 
the genuineness of the Leibnitz fragment, and its bearing 
on the law of llie minimum. Ignored, likewise, were 
the statements of Kbnig in his defence, nor was there 
any inquiry made into the justice or injustice of tlie 
verdict pronounced on him by the Lerlin .\cadetny. 
But Maupertuis was deluged with ludicrously ex¬ 
aggerated laudation, and Voltaire, though of course 
not by name, was denounced as the paltriest and 
most malignant of libellers. Maupertuis, Frederick 
said, “enjoys during his life the glory which fell to 
Homer long after his death (!) ; Berlin and St. Malo ” 
—his birthplace—“ dispute which shall claim him for 
its own.” In short, “we look upon his character as 
the model of that of an honest man, and a genuine 
philosopher.” The assailant of the man whose “glory” 
is compared to that of Homer, is “ a wretch,” the 
author of an “infamous libel,” the “despicable enemy 
of a man of rare mciit,” one of those writers “whose 
malignity blinds them to the extent of betraying at once 
their frivolity, their rascality, and their ignorance.” 
The appearance at Berlin of a second edition of this 
furious epistle, with the Prussian eagle and other royal 
insignia engraved on its litlc-p.agc, soon disclosed its 
anonymous author, and Voltaire was on the alert to 
avenge himself. Meanwhile—we have now arrived at 
October, 1752—he joined as usual the King’s supper* 
parlies, where no allusion was made to the controversy 
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waged under the mask of anonymity, and host and 
guest kept up an outward show of amity. On one 
occasion the conversation turned on some criticisms 
wiiiclt had appeared on lioHngbroke and his scepticism 
(he died in December, 1751), and Voltaire proposed to 
write a defence of him, the printing of which in Berlin 
the King clieerfully sanctioned. When lie signed the 
royal permission reejuired, lie little suspected the use 
which the artful Frenchman was to make of it. 

Maupcrluis himself supplied just the opportunity that 
was wanted for Voltaire to revenge himself on the King, 
through his beloved President, to whom—he was very 
ill (from taking too much alcohol, his malicious enemy 
insinuated)—hrcderick was writing alTcctionate letters 
and paying visits of sympathy. About the time when 
the King, as an academician of Berlin, was reviling 
Voltaire in print, Maupertuis issued a volume of 
“ Leltres,” on which his enemy pounced as a famished 
cat might pounce on a plump mouse. 'I'lic book con¬ 
tained soaring ^//(rjAscientific projects which provoked 
ridicule, while, by an assiduous search in the previously 
published works of the President, Voltaire collected 
other notions quite worthy of keeping company with 
those in the “ Lettres.” Foremost among the absur¬ 
dities gravely propounded by Maupertuis, was the 
suggestion—luckily for him made long before the rise 
of the anti-vivisection movement—that light might be 
thrown on the mysterious union of soul and body by 
operating surgically on the brains of living men. 
Criminals, he calmly added, might rightly be made the 
subjects of the delightful experiment; nor should this 
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proposal be ihous'ht to smack of cruelly : “ A man is 
nothing compared with the liuman race; a criminal is 
even less than nothing.” Specially promising would be 
the dissection of the brains of giants ten or twelve feet 
high, whose heads would offer a large area for 
investigation by a commission sent out to Patagonia. 
Even as things were, the soul of man might, by the action 
of opium, be so exalted as to predict the future. Still more 
wonderful, the span of human life could be indefinitely 
extended by checking the development of the frame, “as 
we j)rcscrve eggs by preventing them from being lialclied.” 
The improvement of education is not forgotten. Kalin 
is at once slowly and imperfectly accjuired in schools 
and colleges. Why not build a Katin town, where 
nothing but I^lin should be spoken, even in the pulpit 
or on the st.agc? The youth of many countries would 
flock to it, Maupertuis opined, and learn more I^lin in a 
year than in five or six under the present system. Then, 
as we know little of the contents of the globe, let us 
have a hole dug to its centre—and we shall see what we 
shall sec. With these and other fooleries for his raw 
material, Voltaire elaborated his far-famed “ Diatribe of 
Dr. Akakia, Physician to the Pope,” which Macaulay 
and Carlyle (agreeing for once) regarded ns the per¬ 
fection of malicious satire. Sooth to say, however, their 
estimate will appear to some readers of it rather ex¬ 
aggerated, the projects broached by Maupertuis being so 
ridiculous as to make ridicule of them easy. The form 
of Voltaire's satire was ingeniously conceived. Perhaps 
because medicine had in his case done little more than 
lighten his purse for the payment of doctors’ bills, 
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Maupertuis rnn full tilt against the Faculty, and insisted 
that a physician should be paid only when he has 
efTccted a cure. This naturally roused the ire of Dr* 
Akakia, who, in revenge, submits to the Holy In* 
(luisilion a report which begins thus :— 

“ Nolhinj; U more C(Miimon nowaclays linn to meet wUh ymmg 
jnca who umicr \vcll*kno\Mi names works litilc worthy of 

ihcnt. There are rptacks of every kind. Ilcic i:s one who has 
irxken ihe name of ihc president of a very illustrious academy, under 
which to di-spcnric ralhor sinijular drugs. It is dcmonstrahlc that 
it is not tl)c rcspcclahle president who is llie aullior of the works 
altrihulcd to 1dm, for that admirable philosopher, wdiohas discovered 
that Nature always arts through the simplest laws, and who adils 
so wisely that she always w<jrks in the most s(>arjng way, svould 
certainly have spared the few readers capable of reading it the 
trouble of reailing the same thing twice, lirsl in the lH>ok entitled his 
‘ (h'uvres,' aiul then in that called his ‘ Let I res.’ At least the third of 
the one volume is copied into tlie oilier. That great man, so far 
reinnve<l from being a quack, would not have given the public 
letters w'hivh were written to iiolnxly, and assuredly he would not 
liavc fallen into certain little errors wliiclt are only pardonable in a 
young man/' 

After this not very scathing exordium, Dr. Akakiaruns 
through and ridicules the president's various remarks on 
physic and physicians, winding up in the following 
strain 


“ It will be seen, from the report which we have given, that if these 
imaginary letters were wTilten by a president, he can only be a Presi* 
djnt of Uodlani, and that they arc, as we have said, incontestably 
the Nvork of a young man \vho desired to decorate himself with the 
name of a 5eigo, respected, as is well known, throughout Europe, and 
who has consented to he pronounced'’—by Frederick?—•^a great 
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roaD. We have sometimes seen at the Carnival, in Italy, Harlequin 
disguised as an archbishop, but he was soon distinguished from the 
real prelate by the style in which he gave the benediction. Sooner or 
later a pretender is recognized. One is remin<ied of I-a Foiilr.ine’> 
fable” (the .OSS in the lion's skin): “ ‘A little bit of ear unforliitiately 
prolrurling discloses the imposture.’ Here the whole of lH)lh cars 
is visible. Everything considered, we commend to the I loly 
Inquisition the work imputed to the president, and refer it to the 
judgment of that erudite body, in whom, it is well known, physicians 
believe so thoroughly.” 


Of the decree of the Inquisition one specimen will 
suffice, it being premised that his “Cosmology ” was the 
work in which Maupertuis first promulgated with emphasis 
the great law of the minimum. 

“Specially and particularly do we an.athcmatizc the essay on 
* Cosmology,’.since its unknown aullior, blinded Ijy the principles 
of the sons of llelial, and accu-slrjiiied to fuitl everything to be 
Irad, insinuates, contrary to the language of Scripture, lh.it rrovuieiicc 
is in fault because flies are caught by colrwebs (page 9), and since 
in the aforesaid ‘ Cosmology ’ the author afterwards gives it to be 
understood (page 45) that the only )*roof of the existence of a Go<l 
is in Z = BC divided by A plus It. Now, as these characters are 
taken from a lx>ok of magic, and arc visibly diabolical, we declare 
them to be an attack on the authority of the Holy See.” 

Itcralion and reiteration of the President’s absurdities 
form one of the mischievous Voltaire’s favourite devices 
for tormenting his victim, 'i'he inquisitors send “the 
letters of the young author in the disguise of a President 
to be examined by the Professors of the College of 
Wisdom {Siipienci)," and from their lengthy report one 
or two extracts may be given. Item No. 10 of it is 
that the young author: 



122 


LIFE OF 


“ May rc«t nv'iurcd tlint il will be (liOiciiU for him lo bore a hole, as 
he propose^, to the centre of the earth (where a[>parcntly he wishes 
to hide, ashamed of himself for having advanced such things). 
.Such a liolc would require the excavation of tliree or four hundred 
lengiies of land, wliicli might derange the system of the balance 
of Kurope.” 

Ill conclusion, M. le Docleur Akakia, having been 
requested to prescribe cooling and refreshing dietetic 
drinks to tlic young author, who is exhorted to study at 
some University, and to show himself modest there, 
the rrofessors of the College of Wisdom address 
indiicclly lo Mauperluis a string of admonitions, one 
of which may stand for all. Let him learn that 


“ in a miserable dispute on <lynamics it is not right, by an academic 
intrigue, to summon .a professor to put in an appearance within a 
month, to have him condemned for non-appearance, as having made 
an attack on Ins”—the young author’s—“glory, and as a forger 
and falsifier of letters ; above all, when >l is evident that letters of 
Leibnitz arc letters of Leibnitz, and it is proved that llic letters 
jiurporting lo be by a Fres-ident have been no more received by 
his correspondents than read by the public.” 


It was of the book mainly dealt with by Voltaire in 
this satirically contumelious fashion that Frederick wrote 
lo its author: “I have read your ‘Letters,’ which in 
s[)ite of your critics are well done and very profound. I 
repeat what I have already said to you—Keep your 
mind easy, my dear Maiipertuis, and don’t trouble your¬ 
self about the buzzings of insects of the air.” 

And now came into play the “privilege,” which 
Frederick had given Voltaire for printing the “ Defence 
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of Bolingbrokc,” an insignificant piece. By one of the 
most ingenious and least scrupulous of the many 
manoeuvres of a long life, he substituted at the Berlin 
printing-office the “Diatribe” for the “Defence;” and the 
privilege granted for an apology of Bolingbrokc served 
to sanction the attack on Maupertuis ! When krcdcrick 
heard the trick that had been played him, he was furious. 
He sent Voltaire a wrathful letter, and the whole edition 
was consigned to the flames, in the presence of tl^c King 
and of the author of the “Diatribe” himself. But 
Voltaire had taken care to supply his bow with two 
strings. He had sent either MS. or proofshcels to 
Dresden, to be printed there in a separate edition, copies 
of which were soon being circulated in Berlin. Frederick 
was more furioui than ever. Voltaire, foreseeing the 
stornr about to burst on him, had come from the Kirrg’s 
palace at Potsdam to stay with a friend in Berlin, and on 
the Christmaseve of 1752, in accordance with Frederick’s 
orders, a copy of the Dresden edition was l)urnt by the 
public executioner, in the street next to that in which 
Voltaire was domiciled. He had for some time been 
deciding on departure, and h.ad converted his money 
investments at Berlin into annuities seemed on the 
Frcncli estates of lire Duke of Wurtemberg, so that 
he had nothing to fear on that score from Frederick’s 
wrath. The public and ignominious burning of the 
“Diatribe” strengthened his intention of migrating 
from Prussia. On the New Year’s Day of 1753 he 
enclosed in a packet, with some lines meant to be 
pathetic, his chamberlain’s key, and tlic Cross of the 
Order pour le Merite, and sent them to the King. 
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Frederick returned them the same afternoon, and even 
invited Voltaire to join him at Potsdam on the 30th of 
January. But Voltaire pleaded ill-health, and lingered on 
in Berlin, preparing for departure, with or without leave, 
lie applied more tlian once for permission to go and 
drink the waters at Plombieres. At last came Frederick’s 
letter of reply, the gist of which lies in the opening 
sentences: "There was no neccssiiy to make a pretext 
of the need which, you say, you feel for the waters of 
l^lombicres, in order to ask me for your con^e. You can 
quit my service wlien you please, but before you go let 
me have the contract of your engagement, the key, the 
cross, and tlic volume of poetry which I confided to 
you.” Voltaire saw things more calmly now than when 
he was in a stale of passionate indignation after the 
ignominious burning of " Akakia.” He was resolved to 
go, but to start without more ado after returning the 
things asked for by the King, would be a tacit admission 
that he left in disgrace. He wrote for a final interview 
with Frederick ; “ If I do not throw myself at the King’s 
feet, tlic watcis of Plombiiires will kill me.” The King 
granted the interview. As llie hour of parting came, 
Frederick’s heart softened once more towards the man 
whose genius had fascinated him so long, and perhaps he 
feared to let loose on the world one who might be as 
dangerous when away from him as he was troublesome 
when with him. Voltaire, on his part, was ready to say 
or to promise anything that would ensure his departure, 
and at tlie same time allow him to tell the world that he 
was not dismissed, but retained the favour of the King. 
He arrived at Potsdam in the evening, and next day was 
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closeted for two hours with Fredcriik. For si\ dnvs 
more Voltaire remained at Potsdam, the Kings guest, 
feted and caressed by him for the last time, hrom a 
letter written to him by the King some lime afierwarcF, it 
can be gathered, not only that they made up iheir feud, 
but that they parted intending to meet again, and that 
Voltaire was to remain ostensibly in the King's service, 
on the understanding that he would never write another 
word against Maupertuis. This would explain why \’olinirc 
was not then asked to return the contract of enL-.ieemcnt, 
the chamberlain’s key, the cross, and the volume of 
poetry. On March 26, 1753, Voltaire and Frederick 
parted; and they never met again. 

Voltaire was in such hot Iiaste to leave Prussia behind 
him, that after taking leave of the King, he did not bid 
good-bye to any of his old friends at Potsdam. Stepping 
forthwith into a carriage with four post-horses, he was 
driven off to Leipzig and its printing jiresses. The 
promise given to Frederick not to attack Maupertuis was 
quickly broken, as when giving it he doubtless intended 
it to be. The world was soon laughing over refurbished 
satirical pleasantries discharged at the President and his 
scientific castles in the air. Frederick, however, did not 
laugh when he found that he had been duped, and that 
Voltaire had never meant to return to him. It was 
known at Potsdam that Voltaire had despatched sundry 
packages to Frankfort, where they were to await Iiis 
arrival. The King therefore sent written orders to his 
resident at Frankfort, instructing him as soon as Voltaire 
arrived there, to procure from him the chamberlain’s key, 
the cross, and the volume of poetry among other things. 
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Knowing nothing of these orders, the runaway, after a slay 
of ratlier more than three weeks at I>eipzig, proceeded to 
visit at Gotha the Duke, and more especially the charming 
Duchess, of Saxe-Gotha. They received him with open 
arms, and made him for five weeks the happiest of men. 
At the suggestion of the Duchess he began at Gotha his 
“ Annales de I’Empire,’’ from Charlemagne to Charles 
VI., whose death liad been followed by Frederick’s 
invasion of Silesia—a book which cost him far more 
trouble than it proved to be worth. 

A sad contrast to those delightful five weeks at Gotha 
were the five which he passed at Frankfort, where he 
arrived on the 31st of May, pitching his tent at an inn, 
“ The Golden Lion.” Freytag, Frederick’s resident, was 
with him next day, and there was a long examination 
of his papers and effects. Among them was not to be 
found the volume of poetry, which the King was most 
anxious should be restored him, since there were stinging 
reflections in it on living princes and potentates. It was 
in a packing-case expected from Leipzig, and Voltaire gave 
his word of honour that until its arrival he would remain 
where he was. In a fortnight or so he was joined by his 
niece Madame Denis. While awaiting the arrival of the 
case, he wrote plaintive and indignant letters to all and 
sundry, and what was equally characteristic and less 
futile, he worked steadily at the “Annales de rEmpire.” 
At last, on the 18th of June, the case arrived. But 
Freytag refused to open it just then. He had been 
puzzled by one of the original orders, which was that he 
should seize any writings of the King’s found among 
Voltaire’s papers. This instruction he could not obey. 
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since he did not know the King’s hnndwriting when he 
saw it, and so he waited for further illumination from 
Berlin. Unfortunately Frederick was at this time in a 
distant part of his dominions, and the otTicial wlnun 
he had left in cliarge of the Voltaire business, told 
Frcytag to do nothing until the King returned. Vol¬ 
taire, after three weeks of detention, completely lost 
patience, although if he had waited, as he was asked, 
only three days more, when h'rcytag expected a final 
order from the King himself, who had at last returned to 
Berlin, the crowning catastrophe of his stay at Frankfort 
might have been averted. On the 20th of June, leaving 
Madame Denis to look after his effects, Voltaire with his 
secretary Collini tried to escape. In a vehicle of some 
kind they were just leaving Frankfort behind them, when 
they were overtaken by Freylag, wlio arrested them with 
the help of the city guard. Frankfort was a free town, 
but King Frederick’s name was a tower of strength 
in it, and the municipal authorities supported Frcytag. 
Not only Voltaire, but Collini, and, what enraged him 
most of all, Madame Denis, were treated as j>risoners of 
war, and soldiers were told off to guard them. Next day 
arrived orders from Frederick to let Voltaire depart in 
peace, on the very easy condition that he would formally 
promise, on the word of an honest man, to return the 
volume of poetry without making a copy of it, and to en¬ 
gage in advance that, if he broke this promise, he would 
consider himself a prisoner of Frederick’s in whatever 
country he miglit be. From this point Frcytag ke^it 
blundering and needlessly detaining Voltaire, partly on 
the ground that the order to let him go had been given 
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when the King did not know thcit Voltaire had attempted 
to escape. At last, after various explosions, not merely 
oral and epistolary, for Voltaire once presented a pistol 
at an emissary of Freytag’s, he and Collini shook the 
dust of Frankfort from off their feet, and were driven 
without let or hindrance to Maycnce, leaving Madame 
Denis to pack and follow them. So ended the affair of 
Frankfort. Voltaire made it world-famous for a time by 
his account of it in the “ Vie priv«ie,” written by him 
years afterwards to avenge himself on Frederick, whom 
he never forgave for the arrest at Frankfort and its igno¬ 
minious sequel. The narrative is one of the most 
amusing jiieccs that ever came from Voltaire’s pen, but 
much of it is as imaginary as any of his professed 
fictions, 'rids was made clear when lire ofiicial docu¬ 
ments connected with his detention at Frankfort were 
published, and compared with his own account of it. 
What did really happen then and there is told minutely in 
Carlyle’s History of Frederick, and more favourably to 
Voltaire by Desnoiresterres. 



CHAPTER X. 


(*753-62.) 

OELF-EXCEUDED from Prussia, and with Paris 
forbidden him, Voltaire had no definite goal when 
he left I'rankfort behind him. He was bent on finish¬ 
ing, however, the » Annales dc l Empire.’'and in inter- 
vals of roaming he pitched his lent at Colmar, in Alsace, 
where he could consult jurists learned in the laws of the 
empire, and have his book printed. Early in 175.1, he 
sent a copy of the first volume of it to Frederick, with 
overtures not merely fora reconciliation, but for a return. 
Ihe King declined them, reminding him of the promise 
which he had given, and broken, to write no more against 
Maupcriuis. His fresh attempts to make his peace with 
the French Court and authorities, were defeated by the 
issue of piratical and surrei>litious c.xtracts from the 
‘ Essai sur les Moeurs,” and of editions of the “ Pucelle,” 
with falsifications and interpolations, so Voltaire as- 
^rted, of a kind to irritate the powers that were in 
I-ranee. In quest of a home of his own, he bethought 
him of free and republican Switzerland. Some time 
before, a firm of booksellers and printers at Geneva 

9 
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liad suggested to him that, by settling in that region, 
he would enjoy the comparative liberty of printing 
allowed there. He went, he saw, he was satisfied. The 
clergy of Geneva, where Calvin had burned Servetus, were 
partly Socinianized, though they did not like to have 
this said of them, and the Consistory still maintained 
the old standard of Calvinistic morals to the c.xtcnt of 
denouncing the theatre. Another attraction was the 
presence in Geneva of the famous physician, Tronchin, 
and Voltaire’s health was really infirm. In theory, 
Koman Catiiolics—and Voltaire always called himself 
one—were not allowed to settle in the territory of 
Geneva, or in any of the Protestant cantons, but the 
local authorities had, as may be supposed, no great 
faith in Voltaire’s sincerity in this respect, and threw no 
obstacles in his way. In the spring of 1755 he was the 
leaseholder of a house and little domain in the vicinity of 
Geneva, which he christened the Ddlices. Soon after¬ 
wards he was the similar possessor of Monrion, close to 
Lausanne, a town in which there was even less of cleri¬ 
calism than in Geneva, and Monrion being not so cold 
in winter as the Dclices, he called this his winter and 
that his summer palace. 


“ Tlic house”—he is speaking of the D^liccs—" is pretty and con¬ 
venient. Its cluinning aspect surprises and never wearies. On one 
side istlie Lake of Geneva, on the other the town. From the lake 
the Rhone rushes in a torrent, forming a ch.annel at the bottom of 
my garden. The river Arve, which flows down from Savoy, throws 
itself into the Rhone ; a little further off another river is seen. A 
hundred country-houses, a hundred smiling gardens, embellish the 
banks of the lake and of the streams. In the distance soar the 
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Alpi, and beyond llicir precipices arc discerned Uvcnly leagues of 
mountains covered with eternal snow. At I^nusanne, I have a still 
finer house an<l a more extensive view ; but my house at Geneva is 
much the more n^jrceablc. I have in these two domiciles what kin^js 
do not give, or rather what they take away—frecilom and re(x)^e. 
Mine arc all the conveniences of life, in furniture, in c<juipagc>, 
an<l in go »d cheer. I'lea^^ant and intellectual society fills up the 
moments left me hy study, and by the care of my heaUh*'’ 


VoUnire was forlliwitli busily occupied, building, gar¬ 
dening, planting, laying out poultry-yards, and forming a 
dairy. Over his establishment, that of an opulent 
country gentleman, his niece, Madame Denis, presided, 
for belter or for worse. 'I'ourists from all parts of 
Kuropc, visiting Ssvitzcrland, made a point of calling at 
Lcs Dcliccs, and were cordially received by the host. 
Theatricals were forbidden there, but at Lausanne 
Voltaire indulged to any extent in his favourite amuse¬ 
ment. (iib!)on, then a young man, has left a stately 
record of the pleasure given him, during his first st.iy at 
I.ausanne, by the performances of “a company of gen¬ 
tlemen,” formed by Voltaire, and especially by “ the 
uncommon circumstance of hearing a great poet declaim 
his own productions on the stage.” “ 11 is declamation,” 
according to Gibbon, “was fashioned to the pomp and 
cadence of the old stage, and he expressed the enthu¬ 
siasm of j)Oclry rather than the feelings of nature.” 
With Voltaire, from first to last, the drama was a passion. 
Whatever other work he was engaged in, he had always 
a ])lay of some kind on the anvil. In the months of 
wandering which followed his flight from Frankfort, be 
diversified his laborious researches into the history of 
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the Kinpire by composing “ L’Orphelin de la Chine,” of 
which Gengliis Khan was the central figure. While its 
autlior was in virtual exile it was played with great suc¬ 
cess in I’aiis, during the first year of his stay in Switzer¬ 
land —August 25. 1755. Successes of this kind he prized, 
not merely because they flattered his vanity, but as 
keeping his h gh friends at Court in mind of him, for 
he still clierislied the hope of being allowed to return 
to liis beloved Paris. 

A few weeks later, the civil zed world v ns horror- 
struck by the news of the terrible earthquake of 
I.isbon (November i, 1755). Strictly considered, this 
frightful catastrophe was only, on a large scale, what, 
on a smaller, was, and is, happening every day. A 
vessel founders at sea, a house or theatre is on fire : 
the just and unjust alike, parents and innocent children, 
perish in the waves or in the flames, and there is weeping 
and wailing in many a home. But the colossal magni¬ 
tude of the appalling disaster at Lisbon made transcen- 
dently more intense that feeling of the problematic in 
human destiny, which is aroused more or less, in sus¬ 
ceptive minds, by the vicissitudes of daily life. Goethe, 
then a boy of six, was as much perplexed as the sexa¬ 
genarian Voltaire liow to reconcile the goodness of the 
Deity with the seemingly aimless cruelty of what he 
had permitted, or ordained, to happen at Lisbon. The 
“whatever is is right,” the “all partial evil universal 
good,” of Pope’s famous essay, so much admired by 
Voltaire, who translated them into the pithy formula: 
“All is well” {tout cst bHti\ were now pronounced by 
him unsatisfactory. He had opposed a sort of optimism 
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of his own to Pascal’s pessimism, and in “ Lc Mondain” 
had sung of the pleasures enjoyed by cultivated and 
civilized man. But he now struck his lyre to a very 
different tune in his “Poem on the Disaster at Lisbon; 
or, an Examination of the Axiom, All is Well ”—to 
which he opposed a gloomy catalogue of all the ills that 
flesh is heir to. To one edition of it he prefixed a prose 
introduction, a passage of which summarizes the piece in 
quite an orthodox strain ;— 

“ lie,” ils .iiuhor, “owns wilh all mankind thni ihcrc Is evil as 
well as good on ihc earth ; that no phiIosi)|>hcr has ever l>.-cn able 
to explain the origin of moral .and physical evil; that there is .as 
much that is feeble in the intelligence of man as there is misery 
in his life. lie gives in a few words an cxiv>si(ion of all the systems 
of philosophers. He says that Revelation alone can disentangle the 
knot of which all the philosophers have made a tangle. He says 
that the hojrc of a new development of our Ireing, in .a new order 
of things, can alone console us for present misfortunes, and tliat the 
goorlncss of l*rovidcncc is the only refuge to which man can have 
recourse in the darkness enshrouding his reason, and in the cala¬ 
mities of his feeble and mortal nature.” 

Was Voltaire sincere in offering this consolation ? Or 
was there not more sincerity in one of the closing pas¬ 
sages of “ Candidc,” which, though not printed until 
some years later, was begun soon after the Lisbon earth¬ 
quake? The philosophic and Leibnilzian Pangloss and 
his friends, domiciled in the vicinity of Constantinople, 
having been made miserable by destiny in what he had 
been celebrating as the best of all possible worlds, they 
resolved to visit in their mental perplexity, “a very 
famous dervish, who passed for being the best philosopher 
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in Turkey. They consulted him accordingly. Pangloss 
began the conversation by saying, ‘ Master, we come to 
beg of you to tell us why so strange an animal as man 
was made.’ ‘ ^\’hy do you trouble yourself about it,* 
replied the deivish, ‘is it any business of yours?’ 

‘ Pul, my reverend father,’ said Candidc, ‘evil abounds 
horribly on earth.’ ‘What does it matter,’ said the 
dervish, ‘wliether there is good or evil? W’hcn his 
Highness’—the Sultan—‘sends a vessel to Kgypt, does 
he trouble himself as to whether the mice in it are at 
their ease or not?’ ‘What then is one to do?’ said 
I’angloss. ‘ To hold one’s tongue,’ said the dervish. ‘ I 
flatiercd myself,’ said Pangloss, ‘ that we should have a 
little argument together on cause and elTcct, the best of 
possible worlds, the origin of evil, the nature of the soul, 
and prc-establlslied harmony.’ The dervish replied by 
shutting tlic door in their faces.” 

In the year after the earthquake at Lisbon, England 
declared war against France (May, 1756), and in the 
following month, to Voltaire’s great delight, his steadfast 
friend, the Due de Richelieu, captured Minorca from the 
English, after Admiral Byng’s failure to relieve the garri¬ 
son. Richelieu appears to have written to Voltaire that 
B) ng liad done his best, and when Byng, whom Voltaire 
had known slightly during his English exile, was lying 
under sentence of death, Voltaire good-naturedly sent 
him a formal and detailed justification of his conduct by 
Richelieu, to be made use of with the authorities in 
England. It was, as is well known, of no effect, and 
Byng was shot (March 14, 1757), having previously sent 
his thanks to Richelieu and Voltaire for their inlen'cn- 
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lion. The Byng tragedy was conimcmoralod in a 
passage of “ Candide,” one phrase in which is familiar 
to every one. Candida and Marlin, his pliilostijiiiic or 
phlegmatic are on board a Dutch vessel, wliich 

is nearing tlie KngUsh coast. 

“ ‘ U that crowil on shore ? ’ Candide. ‘ Soinclhing very 

mad an<l very abominable,’ replied M.art in. ‘V on arc aci^uainteil wilh 
Kiigt.ind \ arc people as mad ihcrc as in Fraticc ?’ ' It is a dilTerent 
kind of madness. You must know that these two nations are .at w.u 
alx)ut a few acres of snow in the <lircclion of Can.ad.a, .and ih.al they 
arc spending on this beautiful war much more than all Canada is 
svofth. My feeble intellect docs not jK-rmit me to tell you whether 
there titc more people wlio ought to h.wc on strciil waistco.its in one 
country th.an in another. I only know that the people wc .arc 
al>out to visit arc very atrabilious.’ Chatting thus thcyc.amc close 
to Portsmouth. On the shore were a number of people, lo<«king 
attentively at a tolerably bulky nran, on his knees, wiih his eyes 
bandaged, on the deck of one of the vessels of the fleet. Four 
soldiers were iJostcd in front of him, e.acli of whom sent, in the most 
]>eaccfu] manner possible, three bullets into his skull, and the wludc 
a.sscmblage broke up, extremely satisfied. ‘What is alt this? 
Slid Candide, ‘ and who is the demon that sw.ays the world every, 
where?’ He asked who the stout m.an was th.at had just Ixrcn 
killed thus ceremoniously. * ’TLs an admiral,' was the answer. ‘ And 
why should IhU admiral be killed ? ’ ‘ Because,’ was the reply, ‘ he 

tlid not kill j>coplc enough. He ofTcrctl fight to a French admiral, 
and it was thought that he was not close enough to him.’ * But,’ 
said Candide, ‘ the French admiral w.as as far from the English 
admiral as the English admiral was from him ? ’ ‘ That is indispu¬ 

table,’ w.-w the rejoinder ; ‘ but in this country it is well from lime 
to lime to kill an admiral, by way of encouraging the others !' ” 

The war for “a few acres of snow,” thus lightly spoken 
of, was to decide whether the North American continent 
was to be French or to be KngUsh. 


J3C LIFE OF 

In Sei)tember, 1756, Frederick invaded Saxony and 
occupied Dresden. Then began ilie Seven Years’ War, 
in which liitle Prussia had to contend against what 
might well have seemed the overpowering coalition of 
France, Austria, Russia, and even Sweden. Within a 
year from his entry into Dresden, Frederick was defeated 
with terrible loss by the Austrians at Kolin (June 18, 
* 757 )- I'ingland was liis only ally, and in a few weeks 
more the English army in (Icrmany, under the Duke of 
Cumberland, was in the disastrous plight that produced 
the humiliating Convention of Kloster-Zevcn. Frederick 
was in despair, and both thought and wrote of suicide by 
l»oison, or of seeking death on 'the battle-field. His 
sister Wilhebnina, the notable Margravine of Bayreuth, 
was one of his chief confidants in those days of his 
deepest despondency. She kept up a correspondence 
with Voltaire, who was always a favourite of hers, and 
who had had no direct communication with Frederick 
since the rejection of his overtures to return to Berlin. 
Frederick had never ceased to take an interest in him, 
and after Kolin was in a mood to welcome a word of 
sympathy from his old ally, whose genius he admired 
beyond all measure to the last Voltaire himself, as a 
Frenchman, wished well to the success of his country’s 
arms, and had not forgiven Frederick the aflair of Frank¬ 
fort. Ilis first thought, on hearing of Frederick's reverses, 
was that now the time had come for taking vengeance on 
Freytag & Co., at Frankfort, for their maltreatment of his 
niece. Already he had begun, in his correspondence, 
to call Frederick “ Luc,” the name of a mischievous 
ape who had bitten him at i.es Dedices. But he could 
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not help feeling a little pity for Frederick, at death-grips 
with that terrible European coalition, and he was not 
a little proud to be able to contrast his own pleasant 
existence by the Lake of Geneva, with the anxious and 
harassed life, to escape from which Frederick was 
almost longing for death. In the August after Kolin, 
when Frederick was pouring out his sorrow in prose, and 
more emphatically in verse, to AVilhelmina and others, 
Voltaire enclosed in a letter to her, a note of sympathy to 
be forwarded to her brother. Frederick answered it 
graciously, and thus was renewed a correspondence 
which lasted as long as Voltaire lived. With his usual 
eye to his own interests, Voltaire seized the opportunity 
to make himself of importance to his government by 
becoming a means of communication between Frederick 
and the French ministers, with a view to a peace. His 
efforts of this kind were intcrru[>tcd by Frederick’s great 
victory over the French at Rossbach (November 5, 1757), 
but they were resumed some two years later, when Frede¬ 
rick was desirous of an honourable peace. As they were 
entirely unsuccessful, a reference to them must suffice. 
Apart from politics, the correspondence might have been 
very much as in the days of old : on the one hand verses 
from Frederick with laudations of Voltaire’s genius, on 
the other assurances of Voltaire’s aflcclion for Frederick 
(against whom he was launching sarcasms in his letters 
to his French fiicnds), with philosophizing and moralizing 
on both sides. But Voltaire imparted into the corre¬ 
spondence an occasional acrimony, by harping on 
Frederick’s later treatment of him, on the causes of his 
departure from Berlin, and the incidents of his detention 
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at Frankfort. Nothing, hou'cver, that Voltaire could say 
extracted a syllabic of apology or regret from Frederick. 
Here is a solitary, but adequate, sample of his replies to 
Voltaire’s reproaches. “ I will not enter upon a review 
of the past. You certainly behaved very badly to me. 
Your conduct would not have been tolerated by any 
l)hilosopher. I forgave you, and I even wish to forget it 
all. But you had to do with a fool, in love with your 
fine genius, and if you had been any one else’s guest you 
would not have extricated yourself so easily. Bear in 
mind what I say, and let me hear no more of that niece 
with whom you bore me. She has not her uncle’s merits 
to compensate for her faults. We speak of Molieres 
old woman”—^.to whom the great dramatist read his 
plays before they were acted, forecasting from their effect 
on her what would be their clTcct on the audience;—“ but 
no one will ever speak of tlte niece of Voltaire. ’ I'or 
amenities of this kind Voltaire avenged himself, in secret, 
by writing the scathing account of Frederick at home, in 
the “Vic privee,” apparently dashed off in 1759, but not 
published, and then surreptitiously, until after its writer’s 

death. 

In 1757, with the attempt of Damien on the life of 
Louis XV., the terrified king was stimulated by re¬ 
morse, and by her enemies in the ministry, to think 
seriously of parting with the Pompadour. But the Pom¬ 
padour triumphed, and displacing her former protege, 
Bernis, had her new protege, Choiseul, made Minister 
of Foreign Affairs in his stead. She had been always 
more or less favourable to Voltaire, and Choiseul was 
well affected to the PhUosophes in general, and to Vol* 



\ 


VOLTA/RE. 


139 


taire in particular. With such friends at Court, Voltaire 
thought that he might safely have a domicile in France, 
and towards the end of 1758 he negotiated for the pur¬ 
chase of Ferney, the home which of all others is most 
associated with Iiis name. Of Lcs Di 51 ices he had only 
a tenancy for life, with the option of retiring from it when 
he pleased, but he bought the fee-simple of the chateau 
and demesne of Ferney, on French soil, three and a half 
miles from Geneva, and on the northern shore of the 
lake. If things went wrong with him in France, he could 
retire to Les Dclices in Genevese territory, and if the 
Genevese were troublesome, he could retire to France 
and Ferney. Hut Ferney became his home after he had 
rebuilt the chateau, and when for the old and ugly parish 
church, which shut out the view, and which he pulled 
down, he had substituted a new one, with the famous 
inscription, “ Deo erexit Voltaire.” lie also purchased 
for life the tumbledown chateau of Tournay, close to 
Geneva, acquiring with it the right to call liimsclf Comte 
dc Tournay, a title by which Frederick, quizzing him, 
sometimes addressed him when writing to him. The 
house at Lausanne, to which, as winler-quailcrs, he had 
migrated from Monrion, he got rid of, and he surren¬ 
dered Les Delices in 1765. At Tournay he built a 
theatre, and at Ferney, to which was attached a consider¬ 
able acreage of cultivable ground, he was soon busily 
planting, gardening, and farming. His yearly income was 
now between ^^4,000 and ^5,000 of our money, perhaps 
equivalent to three limes as much now. “You arc the 
only man in France,” the Cardinal de Bernts said to him 
once, that lives like a grand Seigneur **—so many who 
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were born grand Seigneurs being deeply in debt, some 
of them to Voltaire himself, who is supposed to have 
saved, and profitably invested, half his income, year after 
year. Rut literature was not neglected by the busy and 
hustling country gentleman. One of the tasks which 
occupied him at Lcs Dclices, and which he finished at 
I'erney, was his “History of Peter the Great,” under¬ 
taken at the invitation, in 1757, of the Czarina Elizabeth, 
who, with Maria Theresa and the Pompadour (for Louis 
XV. was a cipher in the business), had concerted the coali¬ 
tion against Erederick. Elizabeth took care that Voltaire 
should have whatever material he needed, and the 
Russian archives could supply, and he worked at the 
task with his usual diligence. Many years before, in the 
preface to the first edition of his “Charles XII.,” Vol¬ 
taire had spoken of the Swedish king’s rival, Peter, as 
‘‘ much the greater man ” of the two, and now he proved 
this in detail, in his own bright and animated way. 
The “ History of the Empire of Russia under Peter the 
Great ’’ is not so attractive as his “ History of Charles 
XII.,” but far transcends it in genuine interest. The 
first instalment of it was given to the world in 1759, the 
year which also witnessed the publication of “Candide.” 
Voltaire found, too, time and inclination to succour a 
descendant of one of the great writers of the age of Louis 
XIV. A nephew of Corneille was, with his family, in 
a state of destitution. Voltaire heard good accounts 
of his eldest daughter, Marie, a girl of seventeen, who 
could scarcely read and write. He sent for her, and, 
with Madame Denis, undertook her education, taking 
care that she went to mass every day, whither he bore 
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her company, partly as squire of the parish, partly lest 
her friends and his enemies in Paris should accuse him 
of corrupting her religious principles. To provide her 
with a dowry, he issued proposals for a new edition of 
Corneille, with a commentary by himself. Among the 
subscribers were the chief potentates and personages of 
Europe, the heads of the coalition against I'rederick 
and William Pitt—Frederick’s chief ally, the Chatham 
of after-years—many making payment in advance, so 
that Voltaire had not to wait for the issue of the 
W'ork, in 1764, to provide a dowry when the young 
lady was married, in 1763, to a young ofliccr in the 
French army. His kindness to her is only one of many 

exhibitions of beneficence which redound to Voltaire’s 
credit. 

It was in the earlier years of his settlement at Geneva, 
that Voltaire resolved on carrying on no longer a fitful 
and episodical, but a persistent and systematic, warfare 
against what he called “superstition,” and unfurled the 
banner which displayed the memorable apostrophe, 
Itcrastt rin/dme —“Crush the Infamous one.” The 
Infamous one, which Iris allies were bidden crush, was 
superstition, calling itself Christian, which demanded 
unquestioning obedience from all men, whether in Paris, 
in Vienna, or at Geneva, visiting disobedience with secu¬ 
lar punishment in this world, whenever possible, and with 
threats of everlasting torture in the other. “I wish you,” 
he wrote to D’Alembert on June 23. 1760, “to crush 
the Infamous one : that is the great point. She," for he 
makes the object of his hatred feminine, “must be reduced 
to the condition in which she is in England,” where the 
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Church was strictly subordinated to the state, and a 
thinker, as the history of English Deism testified, could 
write as he pleased on theology and religion, so long as 
he avoided such ribaldry as W’oolston’s. “\oii can 
brins this about if you choose,’’he added; “it is the 
greatest service that can be rendered to the human race.’ 
'I'he outrages on spiritual freedom which produced this 
declaration of war against an enemy who had harassed 
him all his life, were perpetrated in 1759. Of one of 
them Voltaire was himself the victim. He had written, 
and even printed, years before, a poem on the Law of 
Nature (“La Loi Naturelle “), an inofiensive title, 
whiclt, when the piece fell in the course of lime 
under the ban of orthodox bigots in Paris, appears to 
have been turned by the printer into what would be 
to them the more suspiciously suggestive one of 
“The Religion of Nature.” In this poem Voltaire pro¬ 
mulgated, with emphasis, his favourite theory of ethics, 
which some of the evolutionists of our day would doubt¬ 
less condemn as savouring of an antiquated theislic 
superstition. It was that the sentiment of right and 
wrong had been implanted in us by the Creator. This 
is, for Voltaire, “ tire true light which lighteth every man 
that comcih into the world.” 

“ N.-iturc,” Voltaire sang in eloquent verso, *' has furnished with 
salutary hand whatever in life is necessary to man. . . . The Go<l 
wlio n)a<le me did not mahe me in vain. He placed the seal of his 
divinity on the brow of every mortal. 1 cannot but know what has 
been ordained by my master. He has given me his law since he 
has given me existence. ... A morality, uniform in all places, 
speaks in the name of that God to ages without end. It is the law 
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of Trajan, of Socrates, and it is yours. Of this cvciLosling worslup 
Nature is the apostle. Common sense receives it, and it is pro¬ 
tected by vengeful remorse, whose awful voice makes itself ever)*- 
where heard. • . . Tliat law supreme, in China, in Japan, inspired 
Zoroaster, illuminated Solon. From one end of the uorlJ to the 
other it speaks, it exclaims : ‘Adore a (iod, l>c just aiul cherish thy 
fatherland ! * Never in his inmost heart did parricide or caluinniaUir 
say: ‘How beautiful, how pleasant it is to ruin ilic innocent, to 
destroy the form which gave us birth ! O just, O perfect (I<><K 
how attractive is crime/ This, ye mortals, l>c assured, is \shat 
would be said were there not a terrible, a universal law, which is 
respected by crime even while rel>ening against it/' 


And it was a poem in this harmless strain wliich, after 
so many years of effort spent by Voltaire in enriching the 
higher literature of lus country, was, in obedience to 
a formal decree of the Parliament of Paris, burned with 
the usual indignities, by the public executioner, just as 
if it were obscenity or blasi)hemy. Voltaire’s wrath at 
so transcendent an insult, offered him in the face of 
France by a body of dull and bigoted Jansenist lawyers, 
was increased by the sentence of death passed soon after¬ 
ward on the “ Encyclopt^die.” In March, 1757, the 
Government prohibited, under severe penalties, the sale 
of any of the volumes already issued of this monumental 
work, and of any that might be issued. The Jansenisls 
were just recovering from a cruel persecution by the 
Jesuits, and now they themselves became persecutors. 
Some members of the Parliament of Paris were even 
beginning to hint that not only heterodox books, but 
their authors, should be burned ! With Pompadour and 
Choiscul protecting the Philosophts^ this prohibition of 
the Encyclopedic ” may seem surprising. But under 
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the strange regime then existing in France, where Parlia¬ 
ments could be at once prosecutors and judges, the 
Government had sometimes to curb the rhilosof>hes lest 
worse befell them at the hands of such bodies as the 
Parliament of Paris. The state of things shown is illus¬ 
trated by the well-known story told of Diderot. He 
received a message from the amiable and tolerant Male- 
sherbes, the minister who had charge of the book-printing 
and bookselling of Paris, warning him that next day his 
papers would be seized Diderot knew not where to hide 
them safely at so short a notice. “ Send them to me,” said 
Malesherbes. Sent they were, and when the storm was 
over, they were returned duly to the harassed philosopher. 
The suspension of the “Encyclopedic” was as if an army, 
well etjuipped, and full of spirit and courage, had been 
suddenly disbanded, and the troops sent to their homes 
in the middle of a successful campaign. Voltaire had 
now not merely his own grievances to avenge, but the 
wrong done to the band of Pliilosophes who looked up 
to him as their leader. He began by satirizing, in his 
own inimitable way, contributors to the organ of the 
Jesuits, the Journal de TrevouXy and, passing from theni, 
Freron, of the Annce Liiteraire^ a declared enemy of the 
Pliilosophes —whom he brought upon the stage and 
savagely caricatured as Frclon (“ Wasp ”) in “ L’Ecossaise,” 
played triumphantly at Paris, July 26, 1760. On one un¬ 
fortunate, Le Franc de Pompignan, who succeeded Mau- 
per^uis (deceased) in the Academy, and who in his address 
when he was received, said some sharp things of the 
Philosophes^y showered malicious .pleasantry until 
his victim fled from Paris to his provincial home. 
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These were shots at stray soldiers of the garrison, but 
Voltaire was preparing tobring his hca\7artiltcry into play, 
and open fire on the walls of the citadel itself, by direct 
attacks on Christianity. To this extreme he was being 
led by Jesuit and Jansenist repression of milder forms 
of dissent from the cslablislied theology. Protestantism, 
out of England, he found to be quite as tyrannical as 
Romanism. At his own door the authorities of Geneva 
not only sentenced Rousseau’s “ Emile ” to be “ burned 
with infamy,” but issued^n order for its author's arrest. 
These things.^c done in the name of Christianity, 
and Erench/fanaticism was perpetrating outrages much 
fouler than the burning of heterodox literature. P'or 
Voltaire life had been a long warfare, but never before 
had he combated in so just and sacred a cause as when 
he now became the defender of the Galas, and their 
fcllow-victims of a baleful and cruel “ ^erstiiion.” 






CHAPTER XI. 


(1762-72.) 

T he scene of f e Galas tragedy was Toulouse, noted 
even among Trench cities of the So«>th, for its 
papal fanaticism, the Massacre of St. IJartholomew being 
yearly celebrated by its population with great enthusiasm. 
In 1761 a few Protestant families lingered on in it, the 
members of which were prohibited from entering the 
professions of law and medicine, and from pursuing 
many minor avocations. The head of one of these 
families, Jean Galas, a draper, in his sixty-fourth year, 
had been in business in Toulouse for forty years, and 
was not only of irreproachable character, but of very 
mild and amiable disposition. His family consisted of 
two daughters and four sons, the youngest of whom, 
Donat, a boy of fifteen, was at the time of the tragedy an 
apprentice at Nismes. One of these sons, Louis, had 
been converted to Romanism, without any opposition 
from his father, who behaved even more liberally to him 
than to the other sons. The other two sons, Pierre, 
a young man of twenty-five, and Marc Antoine, the 
eldest, aged twenty-eight, hved with their parents. Marc 



LIFE OF VOLTA IFF. 


i47 


Antoine was an ambitious, and, at the lime of the 
tragedy, a disappointed and glooniy, young man. He 
had studied for the local bar, and hoped, lliougli a 
Protestant, to be admitted, since apparently it was not 
uncommon for an easy-going priest to give without 
inquiry a certificate of orthodoxy to applicants. 'Plie 
priest to whom he applied was abotit to give it, but 
being informed by a servant of the young man’s 
Protestantism, refused it unless he could produce from 
his confessor an attestation of his Catholicism. 'Po 
gratify his ambition, Marc Antoine had not hesitated to 
practise a little lem()orary deception, but he could 
not desert to Catholicism, and lie openly avowed 
that such was his decision. 'Phis disappointment was 
aggravated by others of a business kind, and, natu¬ 
rally melancholy, he became more and more morose. 
Such was his condition, when after supper on the 
night of October 13, 1761, his younger brother Pierre, 
escorting to the door a young man, a guest, found 
him dead in the shop, in the rooms above which lire 
family lived. He had hung himself. An alarm was 
raised. Pierre and the guest rushed out of the house ; 
the former to fetch a doctor, and a crowd was soon 
collected before llie door. A magistrate and some 
police were soon on the spot. While the crowd 
was wondering at, and speculating about, the cause 
of the catastrophe, a voice was heard exclaiming 
that the ill-fated young man had been strangled by 
his Plugucnot family because he had turned Roman 
Catholic. Magistrate, populace, and clergy look up 
the cry, and the Calas, father and mother, with their 
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son Pierre, having been forthwith arrested and im¬ 
prisoned, were at once found guilty by the public 
opinion of 'roulouse. Marc Antoine received, as a 
martyr to Huguenot fanaticism, a public funeral 
according to the rites of the Romish Church. After 
something not worthy to be called a trial, the 
Parliament of 'I'oulouse (like other French parliaments, 
a bod)’ of lawyers not elected l)y the people) on appeal, 
condemned the father, Jean Galas, to be tortured, in 
order to extract from him a confession of guilt, before 
being broken on the wheel, after which his body was to 
be burned, and the ashes scattered to the winds. The 
poor old man bore without flinching the excruciating 
torture to which he was subjected. At the foot of the 
scaffold, a jiriest told off to exhort liim at the last, 
besought him for a confession of his guilt, only to 
receive the reply, “ What! do you also believe it possible 
for a father to murder his son ? ” Among his last words 
were, “I die innocent.'’ Jean Galas w.is thus judicially 
murdered on March lo, 1762. The month before, 
a Huguenot pastor had been hung at Toulouse for 
having preached to, baptized, and married, members of 
his communion. 

When Voltaire first heard of the Galas tragedy he 
had no doubt that the judicial version of it was correct. 
Although, of course, he condemned with all his heart 
and soul the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, he had 
no special love for Huguenots, holding them to be 
given over to a “ superstition ” of their own, and 
he saw Protestantism at Geneva as ready to persecute 
as Jesuitism or Jansenism was in Paris. That a 
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Toulouse Hugucnol should put a son to death rather 
tljan see him turn Roman Catholic, was only another 
proof of the evils of “fanaticism.” But \vhen a re¬ 
spectable merchant, coming from Toulouse to Geneva, 
told him the true story of the tragedy, Voltaire’s equa¬ 
nimity became the liveliest curiosity, and he resolved 
to probe the matter to the bottom. The friends in high 
places to whom he first applied, such as the Cardinal de 
Bernis and the Due dc Richelieu, made, at Voltaire’s 
pressing instance, some inquiries at Toulouse, and being 
of course informed by the authorities that Cains deserved 
his fate, they threw cold water on the ardour of 
Voltaire’s curiosity. But Voltaire was not satisfied. 
Hearing that the youngest of the Calas, Donat, was 
at Geneva, whither he was followed by his brother 
Pierre, who had found Marc Antoine dead, and who, 
if murder there had been, must have !)ccn one of his 
brother’s murderers, he examined and cross examined 
them both. He even had Pierre watched for months 
without finding anything suspicious in his demeanour 
and conduct. He sought out bankers and others who 
knew the Galas family intimately, and testified to the 
impossibility of their perpetration of such a crime. He 
procured inquiries by competent investigators in Tou¬ 
louse itself. He spared no time, trouble, and money to 
arrive at the truth- At the first blush it seemed in¬ 
credible that an innocent man should have been con¬ 
demned to death as a parricide by such a court as the 
Parliament of Toulouse. At last the conclusion W'as 
forced on him that a great judicial crime had been 
committed. “I am as ceriain,” he said, “of the 
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innocence of lli.it family as I am of my own exist¬ 
ence.” 

I'hen he went to work with an energy and thorough¬ 
ness all his own. The Minister in Paris who had 
official charge of the affairs of the Reformed Cluirche>, 
found himself besieged by persons of rank and influence 
—the PomjK'idour herself was brought to bear on him — 
pleading on behalf of liic Calas. More effective still, 
Voltaire set his own powciful pen in nfilion, and issued 
pamphlet after pamphlet in which the story of the Calas 
was told, sometimes with pathetic simplicity in the words 
of the members of the family itself. Public opinion 
already counted for something in Prance, and the 
iniquity of the proceedings which had issued in the 
cruel torture and death of the innocent Jean Calas 
provoked general indignation at home and abroad. 
To the subscription promoted for the siipiiort of the 
Calas family, and the costly proceedings for their re¬ 
habilitation, contributions were made even in Pngland by 
the young Queen Charlotte, by the Primate, by bishops, 
noblemen, and gentlemen ; and on the Continent by the 
Empress of Rusua, German princes, and the Protestant 
communities throughout Europe. One of the greatest 
obstacles to a revision of the sentence was the dogged 
inertia of the Parliament of Toulouse, which long 
refused to communicate the records of the legal pro¬ 
ceedings in the case. Nor was it wiilioiit difliculty that 
Voltaire overcame the repugnance of Madame Calas 
herself to appeal against the sentence which had sent 
her husband to death, and the reversal of which she 
could not believe to be possible, lie induced Iter, 
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however, lo proceed to P.iris, where his friends were 
inade hers, and her demeanour, as well as licr sad 
fate, procured her many more. At last the iTcnch 
Council of State ordered a new trial in Paris, and this 
issued, March 9, 1765, in a judgment, which the 

Parliament of Toulouse had to accept, allirming the 
innocence of Jean Galas and every member of his 
family. The rehabilitation of the Galas made Voltaire 
the happiest of men, and procured him grateful admirers 
among many former foes. Protestants throughout 
Europe were specially thankful to him, and it seemed 
as if for a time he—ns his friend, the unbelieving 
Frederick, had been—was lo be regarded as a Protestant 
champion. 

liut Voltaire cared as little for the theology of Pro¬ 
testantism as for that of Romanism. It is significant 
that in the very year of the execution of Jean Galas, 
Voltaire for the first lime directly assailed the documents 
on wliich Judaism and Chiisltanily arc ba'cd, by send¬ 
ing forth llte “Sermon dcs Cinqiianle, ” in which the 
seminal facts in the narratives of the Old and New 
Testaments were dealt with contemptuously, as absurd, 
often ridiculous, and sometimes pernicious, fiction^, 
rhenceforward to the close of his life, followed the 
issue, from the same workshop, of books and p:un- 
phlcts with the same object. They were of all degrees 
of elaborateness, from a brief dialogue lo the bulky 
“ Dictionniire Philosophiquc,” the first slender form of 
which belongs to the year 1764. In no case was the author¬ 
ship avowed. In almost every case it was emphatically 
disavowed, with a hardiliood of continuous falsehood as 
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unparalleled ns ilie warfare in which Voltaire was engaged. 
In many cases pseudonyms were used, and once, to say 
nothing of the free use made in this way of French 
prelates and pastors, the Archbishop of Canterbury 
himself was made to figure as the author of a heterodox 
deliverance. Every resource of an almost inexhaustible 
ingenuity was brought into play to aid the circulation of 
these [rroductions, which, whenever they caught sight of 
them, the authorities in France and Switzerland always 
confiscated, and often had {mblicly burned. For smugg¬ 
ling into Paris first copies of dangerous productions to 
be distributed among his friends, and for securing iiis 
correspondence with them from being opened by tlie 
Post Office authorities, he pressed indirectly into liis 
service the French Government itself. One of his most 
devoted disciples in Paris was a certain Damilavillc, the 
licad clerk in a department of the French 'Preasury, who 
had officially the right to frank for postal purposes all 
letters and documents sent from his office, by using the 
seal of the Controller-General, the French Chancellor of 
the F.xchequer. Me cheerfully placed this privilege at 
the disposal of Voltaire and his friends, and thus copies 
of Voltaire’s anti-religious publications were safely trans¬ 
mitted to Paris for circulation among the faithful, to be 
reprinted surreptitiously by any bold bookseller willing 
to risk against certain gain possible detection and punish¬ 
ment. Much illicit printing went on under Voltaire’s 
direction in Geneva itself, and a great deal more in 
Holland, whence the obnoxious matter, for which no 
copyright was payable, might be smuggled into France 
and other countries. P'rom the \>roximity of Geneva, 
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the free-thinking of some of its denizens, nnd the 
religious Calvinism of others, Voltaire delighted in 
circulating his printed heterodoxy there. An ingenious 
stratagem practised by him on the Genevan authorities, is 
worth chronicling as intensely characteristic of Voltaire. 
They received a communication from him, gravely infortn 
ing them that there would be received, on a certain day, 
by a certain bookseller in Geneva, a parcel containing 
publications printed at Amsterdam, among which were 
copies of the “ Dictionnaire Philoso[)hiquc.” I le thought 
it his duty, he said, to give this information, in case the 
Council might wish to act in the interests of public peace 
and order. The local police duly seized the parcel, but 
the information was a mere blind. At that very lime 
a much larger consignment of the same [jerilous stuff was 
crossing the frontier of the republic at a different point, 
to be deposited in the shop of another bookseller, who 
doubtless found plenty of customers for its contents. 
The authorities, indignant when they discovered the trick, 
had the “ Dictionnaire’Philosophhiue ” burned by the 
public executioner, a punishment with which it had 
previously been visited by the Parliament of Paris. One 
device of Voltaire’s for carrying on his proiragandism 
in Calvinistic Geneva, was to give his pamphlets 
orthodox titles—Sermons by the Reverend So-and-So, 
Address of the Pastors of Geneva, vvc., \’C.—and then 
prefix to their improper contents some pages of orthodox 
lucubration, so as to lead on the innocent reader. 
Amateur confederates, with colporteurs whom he hired, 
thrust his pamphlets among the goods exposed for sale 
in shops, slipped them under front doors, dropped them 
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on the seals of the public promenades, and the benches 
of workshops. Voltaire even went the length of having 
them bound like catechisms, and substituting tliem for 
the real thing in places where cliildren were catechized. 
A Genevese worshipper would sometimes take up in 
church a book lettered as, and looking like, the Vsalms, 
only to find lliat it was a copy of the one-volume edition 
of the “ Dictionnaire Philosophiquc.” Such was the 
strategy to which Voltaire stooped in his war against 
‘‘1,’Infamc,'' but, presumably, only after he had parted 
with i.es Delices, and, being domiciled at Kerney on 
h'rench soil, was, though so near a nciglibour, beyond the 
jurisdiction of the Geneva authorities. 

Voltaire’s strenuous and successful intervention on 
behalf of the Galas made him popular in France, as an 
irreprcssilile and invincible champion of oppressed inno¬ 
cence. Many who shrank, or would have shrunk, from 
the perusal of his heterodox writings, looked up to him 
with respectful regard. Thenceforth, victims among his 
countrymen and country-women, of “superstition,” backed 
by the law, or of much lliat was vicious in French 
jurisprudence and legal procedure, turned to Ferney for 
aid and deliverance. Sirven, a respectable land-surveyor 
in Languedoc, was the Protestant father of a weak-minded 
daughter, who became a Roman Catholic and the inmate 
of a convent. There she went (juitc out of her mind, 
and thence, after a good deal of harsh treatment, she 
was sent home again. Her insanity was as well known 
to the friends of the family as the aflectionate care 
bestowed on her by her p.irents. One day, or rather 
night, she wandered from home, and her dead body was 
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found in a well into wliich she had thrown herself. Then 
the cry was raised that the ill-fated girl had been made 
away with by her family—father, mother, and two sisters 
—because she had become a Roman Catholic. An order 
for tlieir arrest was issued, and, acting on the advice of 
friends, they fled from France. This was sufficient for 
the local judiciar)- to pronounce them guilty. In March, 
176.1, Sirven and his sexagenarian wife were declared 
guilty of the murder of their daughter, and sentenced to 
be hung, while the two daughters, as accomplices, were 
banished for life from the district. Meanwhile, Sirven. 
though stripped of all he possessed, had escaped the fate 
of Jean Galas, and was gaining a livelihood at Geneva. 
The family implored Voltaire to take up their case, and 
lie did not retjuire much asking. He threw himself into 
it with the zeal and energy which had rehahililalcd the 
Galas : appealing to Paris, issuing pamphlets, feeing 
lawyers, and raising a handsome subscription for the 
Sirven family. Yet so slow and cumbrous was in such 
cases the hrench judicial procedure, lh.it not until 
January, 1772, eight years after the passing of the 
sentence, was it revoked by the Parliament of 1 onlouse, 
which, enlightened by the dhioiKnietii of the Galas 
tragedy, condemned the “ Gourt below” to pay all the 
costs of the original prosecution ; and this, according to 
Voltaire, was something unexampled. 

Among several other atrocities perpetrated in those 
days of triumphant bigotry, acting in the name of the 
law, was one which not only deeply interested, but 
personally affected, Voltaire. It was not due to the 
bigotry of the fervid South, but to that of the cooler 
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North—Abbeville in Normandy being the scene of llie new 
tragedy. One niglu in August, 1765, a wooden crucifix, 
on the bridge at Abbeville, was mutilated, and another 
in a cemetery was covered with filth, the same profane 
hands having, it was naturally thought, been at work in 
both instances. The people and clergy of Abbeville 
were horror-struck. They followed in procession the 
bishop of Amiens, who came, in penitential costume, 
to the very places where the desecrations had been 
committed, and went through the appropriate expiatory 
[jcrformances. Meanwhile, a young gentleman of good 
connections, Gaillard d'Etallonde, was arrested on 
suspicion. No evidence of his guilt was adduced, but 
a number of witnesses testified that he and two young 
friends of his, one of them the Clievalicr de la Barrc, had 
been seen doing, and heard saying, various impious things. 
'I he tlirec young men liad been known to remain erect, 
and keep their hats on their heads, while the Host was 
being borne past them in the street, and the Chevalier 
dc la Barre had even declared on the occasion that he 
saw no sense in worshipping a God of dough. He and 
the third friend, a certain Moisnel, followed D’Etallonde 
into prison. W’ithout any legal warrant, the official 
prosecutor insisted, and successfully, on joining in the 
indictment with these offences, for which there was 
some evidence against the accused, another charge 
of desecrating the crucifixes, for which there was none. 
Before the trial D’Etallonde had escaped, and, in 
point of fact, the condemnation of La Barre became 
the one chief object of the prosecution. In the course 
of his examination he admitted that he had, with 
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D'Etallondc, sung ditties in which Magdalene 

was treated irreverently. Still more noliceahle, in 
reply to the charge of indulging in “ impious lan¬ 
guage,” he said that he was guilty of nothing worse 
than “ reciting some verses which he might have re¬ 
membered of the ‘ Eucclle d’Orleans,’ a work attributed 
to the Sieur dc Voltaire, and of the ‘ lipitre \ Uranic 
(see p. 41). The contents of his library were 

brought in evidence against him, and in it was the 
one-volume edition of the “ Dictionnairc 1‘hilosophiquc,” 
which, in spite of Voltaire’s emphatic and reiterated 
denials, was known by all the W’orld to be his handi¬ 
work. The local tribunal condemned I.a Barre to 
death by decapitation. The Parliament of Paris was 
appealed to, but confirmed the sentence. It w'a§ carried 
out on July 1, 1766, after he had been severely tortured 
to extract from him a confession that it was he who had 
mutilated the cross on the bridge. He denied it to the 
last. On the scaffold he behaved with composure and 
fortitude. With his corpse was burned the “ Dictionnairc 
Philosophique.” 

The fate of La Barrc created the profoundest indigna¬ 
tion in France, and out of it. There was no question 
here of homicide of any kind, but simply of an (scapadt\ 
which, even if he had been guilty of it, and this is 
doubtful, would have been adequately punished in 
one so young by a shorter or longer imprisonment. 
Voltaire's indignation at this foul and cruel victory of 
“ superstition ” was unbounded. But it was not followed, 
for the time at least, by the explosion of passionate pro¬ 
test that might have been expected from him. For once 
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Vollairc himself was cowed. The rhetorical Tartuffe (for 
it aiipears that he was not even a bigot), whose declama¬ 
tions induced liftecn out of iwcnty-hve of the judges in 
Palis to confirm the sentence of the Abbeville tribunal, 
had spoken largely and loudly of the responsibility of the 
J’/n'/oso/'fusiox such “horrilde manifestations of impiety” 
as that with which the poor young I.a Barre had been 
charged. Moreover, in the legal proceedings which issued 
in his execution, irreligious writings of Voltaire liad 
been proved to form part of La Barre’s familiar reading, 
and this fact had been represented ns a strong indication 
of the guilt for which he suffered death. No one could 
tell what fate might be instore for Voltaire himself, whose 
responsibility for La Barre’s crime was proclaimed in the 
Parliament of Paris. In Clioiscul and Richelieu he had 
friends at Court, but the King, who was supreme, had 
never relented towards him. and had refused to annul 
or mitigate La Barre’s ferocious sentence. In his fright 
Voltaire turned to Frederick, wlio some three years be¬ 
fore had obtained the peace of Hubertsburg, which left 
him in possession of Silesia, and who was now repairing the 
material damage done to Prussia by that terrible Seven 
Years* War. Would he, Voltaire asked him, allow a 
colony of Philosophes to settle in Iris territory of Cleves, 
where they might hurl missiles at the Infanu without fear 
of molestation from French governments and parliaments 
of Paris? Frederick graciously, and even cordially, 
granted the request; but the scheme came to nothing. 
The other French Philosophes preferred Paris, pleasant 
and cultivated, with all its risks and dangers, to exile at 
Clevis, the capital of a province which seems to have 
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been regnrded as a Prussian Bccotia. Not one of them 
would join him, so \'oltairc liad to reconcile hinisell to 
iiis fate, and remain, if sonrewliat in fear and trembling, 
at Perncy. And be it noted, that while sanctioning the 
migration and emigration to Oeves, Frederick read 
Voltaire a little lecture on the discretion which he ex¬ 
pected the Philosopitcs to exhibit there. 

“I offer an asylum to PhiloiopheiP he wrote to Voltaire, “on 
condition that they lK;havc like wise men, and that they show thcn»- 
selves as pacific as the fine title with which they decorate themselves 
a.ssumes them to l)c. For all the truths collertivciy which they 
announce are not as valuable as tranquillity, the one blessing cn- 
joyal)lc by man on this atom of an earth. For my part, l>oing a 
reasoncr rlevoid of enthusiasm, I wish men to l>c reas*')nable, and, 
al)Ovc all, to l>c lran«p>il. Wc know the crimes, the commission of 
which has l>een caused by religimis fanaticism : let us beware of in¬ 
troducing fanaticism into philosophy.” 


Indeed, though Frederick’s contempt for the In/tunf 
was quite equal to Voltaire’s detestation of it, and be 
writes of it sometimes in langu.igc of unstir|)assable 
coarseness, he is frequently found trying to restrain 
Voltaire’s vehemence of attack on it, and tlirowing cold 
water on his hope of founding a new and pure religion. 
Frederick had not much faith in human n.iture or in 
human progress. At the time of the projected settle¬ 
ment of Philosoplus at Clevcs, it is thus again that he 
writes to Voltaire;— 

I congratulate you on your good opinion of mankind* As for 
mc^ who through the duties of my |M>siti<in am very well acquainted 
with that species of feathcrlcss l>ipcd« t predict that neither you nor 
all the philosophers in the worM will ever cure the human race of 
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the superstition to which it clcivcs. • . - Von ihinh, hccnusc Iho 
(Quakers and the Socinians have established a simple rclijjion^ that, 
\>y simplifying it still inore» we can rear a new l>clicf on that fonnda* 
tion. But I recur to what I l^avc alrca<ly said, an<l am almost con* 
viiiced that if the flock should hecome considerable in numbers, it 
woiihl beget in a sboil lime some ne>v sui>crslilion, unless min<ls 
devoid of fear and weakness were ahme selected to comjK>sc it. 
Such arc not commonly found. Nevertheless, I l>elievc that tlie 
voice of reason, by <liiU o( rai>ing itself against fanaticism, will 
succec<l in making the human race of the future more tolerant than 
it is lo-day, an<l that is a considerable gain. . , , I commend you 
to the holy keeping of Kpicurus, of Aristippus, of Locke, of Gassendi, 
of Itaylc, and of all those minds purified from prejudices, who be¬ 
came through their immortal genius chenduin attached to the ark of 
truth#—Ffvt^KRic/’ Then comes a postscript : ** If you will send us 
some of the hooks of which you speak, you will confer pleasure on 
those that place their hope in liim who is to deliver his people from 
the yoke of imposture.” 


Voltaire svas at the lime in familiar correspondence 
with another European potentate, quite as much of a 
free-thinker and an admirer of his works as Frederick, 
and reigning over dominions far vaster than the Prussian 
kingdom. This was the Oarina, Catherine IF., who, after 
having made away with her husband, the Czar, Peter 
HI., reigned in his stead over the Russian Empire. 
Catherine had fed on Voltairc^s writings. She opened 
a correspondence with him, as a man for whose genius 
and way of thinking she had the highest admiration, and 
as a leader of opinion in civilized Europe, whose good 
word was well worth having. She wrote to him, which 
would please him, of her legislative tolerance of all 
religions throughout her vast empire, of her resolute 
subordination of the Church to the State, as well as of 
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her appreciation of whatever came dropping from his 
pen. Slie subscribed handsomely to such funds as 
those which lie raised for the Galas and Sirven families, 
and she sent himself imperial gifts, among them magnifi¬ 
cent furs to protect him from the severe cold of the Swiss 
winters. Voltaire’s letters to Catherine were, as may be 
easily supposed, full of enthusiasm and gratitude. She 
was “ the Star of the North,” and, through her religious 
toleration, put to shame the government of his own 
country, with its [iretenccs to tlic highest civili/ation. 
When the war of 1768 broke out between Russia and 
Turkey, Catherine wrote to him regular accounts of the 
victories of her arms, and he, the apostle of peace and 


denouncer of military carnage, welcomed ecstatically the 
reports of her successes. I le hated the d'urk as a barbarian 
and a Mahometan fanatic, and as the oppressor of the 
Greeks, whom he looked to Catherine to liberate and 
aid in reviving their ancient glory. Catherine did not 
greatly share his enthusiasm for the liberation and resusci¬ 


tation of Greece. 


“ The Greeks, the Spatlans,” she writes 


to him once, “ have greatly degenerated; they love rapine 
more than fieedom.” But she evidently enjoyed his 


a[)peals to her to make an end of the Tuikish rule in 
I'.urope. “ I would give all that I have in the world,” 
he wrote to her, “to see your Imperial Majesty on the 
throne of Mustapha. llis palace is wretched enough, 
his gardens, too; you would soon have made that 
dungeon the most delicious place on earth.” And at 
one lime it seemed as if Catherine could, if she 


resolved on it, have made an end of Mustapha, and 
settled the “ luislern question ” of her day by taking 
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possession of Conslantinoplc. But, as has happened 
moic than once in the nineteenth century, Austria 
stopped the way. A war between Austria and Russia 
would have brouijht Frederick into the field, since lie 
was bound by treaty engagements to support Catherine. 
'I'lien France and Fngland could scarcely have kept out 
of the fray, and there would have been, what Frederick 
feared above all things, another general European war. 
\’oUaire, in his eagerness, not to say ignorance, wrote to 
Frederick, imploring him to unite with Austria and 
Russia in partitioning Turkey. Frederick did not deign 
to reply. Turkey lay far out of his beat, and a very ac¬ 
ceptable acquisition of territory much nearer home was 
jiossible. He united cheerfully with Austria and Russia 
to partition not Turkey, but—Poland. 

Voltaire’s projected colony of philosophers at Cleves 
having come to nothing, he began to turn his attention 
to the formation of an industrial colony at Ferney, 
where he had already been reclaiming waste land, and 
making to blossom like the rose what, when he became 
its owner, was a wilderness tenanted by a score or two 
of poverty-stricken peasants. Over and above the 
pleasure, in his case considerable, of creating and foster¬ 
ing a thriving industrial community, he was impelled to 
the enterprise by his own circumstances, and assisted in 
it by those of his neighbours at Geneva. Of his large 
income he saved, it is computed, every year a half, and 
profitable investments for his savings were becoming 
scarce. The exigencies of French finance, and the un¬ 
scrupulous proceedings of its administrators, impover¬ 
ished the creditors of the State. Voltaire’s debtors 
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among Sti^iuurs at home, and potentates abroad, 

were falling in arrcai with the payment of the interest 
due to him for his loans to them. If lie invested his 
money in industrial enterprises at l-erney, he would have 
his debtors close at hand, under his eye and under his 
thumb, and whatever [irofit accrued to him would be his 
own, since, thanks to Choiscul and the Pompadour, he 
had obtained from the King an exemption of his domain 
from the heavy taxation with which Prance in general 
was burdened. A supply of skilled labour would be 
furnished by the civic broils of (Jeneva. The city of 
Calvin was then governed by an oligarchy, opposition to 
whose domination appears to have been roused by 
Jean Jacques Rousseau’s “ Contrat Social,” the effects 
of which on the little Swiss republic prefigured those, 
far more portentous, that helped to shatter the great 
French monarchy. The bourg<oisu of Geneva protested 
against the despotism of the oligarchy, but resisted the 
claims of the working-classes to be admitted with them 
to a share in the government. Voltaire tried, but with¬ 
out success, to mediate between the combatants in this 
triangular duel. At last it came to rioting, even to 
bloodshed, and the pUbs went to the wall. 'I'o sucli of 
them as were driven from Geneva, Voltaire offered a 
refuge and means of employment at Fcrney, and many 
accepted the offer. 'Phe majority were watchmakers, 
but some of them were weavers, and a little manufactory 
of silks and laces was soon established at Fcrney. One 
of the first products of this enterprise was a pair of silk 
stockings sent by Voltaire to the wife of his ministerial 
protector, the Due de Choiseul. The raw material for 
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them was derived from silkworms raised by Voltaire, and 
the stockings, he declared, were made by himself and by 
a young (.^^las, who was finding a home at Kcrney. But 
the watchmaking, for which (leneva had long been re¬ 
nowned, \\ as the staple industry of l-'erney, and \’ollaire 
hoped to see it diive Clericva out of the field, lie 
pushed tlie wares of his as energetically as if he 

had been all his life a manufacturer of watches, and he 
now employed influence on their behalf which an ordi¬ 
nary watchmaker had not. 'l‘hc watches sent out from 
Ferney were of every class, cheap and costly, plain and 
richly ornamented, and in all cases good timekeepers. 
\'oUaire actually issued a circular to the French envoys at 
foreign courts, appealing to their patriotism, their loyalty, 
and even to their orthodoxy, to order for themselves, or 
to recommend to dealers, watches made on French soil, 
whose makers had been “ placed under the patronage ot 
the King by the Due de Choiseul ”—and he was 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. “They deserve,” Voltaire 
gravely added, “ the patronage of your Excellency all 
the more that they greatly respect the Catholic religion,” 
—perfect toleration for which he had taught liis I’rotes- 
tant prolt-^l's, fresh from bigoted and Calvinislic Geneva. 
Of course he appealed in their belialf to Catherine. She 
ordered rather vaguely some thousands of roubles’ worth 
of watches, and received a consignment valued at not 
much less than 40,000 livres—;^i,6oo. On this Vol¬ 
taire delicately hinted that as her Imperial Majesty was 
carrying on an expensive war, she might make a payment 
of half the amount then, and the remainder six months 
afterwards. Catherine, however, insisted on paying the 
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whole sum at once, informing her thoughtful French 
friend that to her such a sum was a trifle, and re<iuesting 
him not to judge of her finances by the ruinous condition 
of those of other states of Europe, a hit at the dcjilor- 
able stale of the French exchequer. 'I'lie C/arina had 
told him that she was entering into commercial relations 
with the Emperor of China, whereupon Voltaire sug¬ 
gested that the Ferney watches might thus find their 
way into the Celestial Empire; and her Majesty gra¬ 
ciously encouraged the project. With such a “ pro¬ 
moter,” the watch industry of Ferney throve apace, and 
in a few years its products were to be found in demand 
in many cities and countries, from Paris to Constanti¬ 
nople, from Morocco to America. before \'ollaire’s 
death, little Ferney exported annually manufactured 
articles to the value of ^40,000, and had 1,200 inhabi¬ 
tants. Voltaire reaped a fair return from the capital 
which he invested in advances of money to his colonists, 
and in building domiciles for them. lie charged from 
4 to 5 per cent, interest on loans, and from 5 to 7 
|)er cent, on the value of his houses, to be paid so long 
as his niece Madame Denis lived j and when one of his 
houses changed hands, he was entitled to receive a 
twelfth of its value by way of fine. The result was that 
the domain at Ferney, which lie bought for 100,000 
livres—^;^4,ooo,—was sold by that lady after bis death 
for 230,000 livres — ;i{^9,2oo—more than double the 
original price. 

VolLiirc’s multiform activity during the decade 
glanced at in this chapter, from liis sixty-eighth to his 
seventy-eighth year, was one of great and varied lite- 
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rnry produclivcncss, some results of which have been 
already mentioned. In 1763 was issued the conclusion 
of his “ History of Russia under Peter the Great,” a 
work which first instructed the civilized world as to 
the development of the great empire, with the military 
strength of which Frederick had been made painfully 
conscious during the Seven Years’ War, a struggle 
closed successfully for him mainly by the death of the 
Czarina Klizabelh, his implacable foe, and by the acces¬ 
sion of Iiis fervent admirer the Czar Peter HI. The year 
1765 witnessed the completion of the “Essai sur les 
Mccurs,” by having prefixed to it a “ Discours prelimi- 
naire,” a sort of introduction to the philosophy of history, 
which was dedicated to his new imperial friend, Cathe¬ 
rine II. Ilis intention in composing the “ Essai,” by far 
the greatest ol Voltaire's historical works, was, as already 
hinted, to write history on a new plan, to substitute for 
the “old almanack,” which it had usually become, a 
narrative which would illustrate wliatever progress man¬ 
kind had made from savagery and barbarism to civiliza¬ 
tion, exhibiting with its spiritual, ethical, and intellectual 
development, that of art and industry. It was to have 
embraced only the period from Charlemagne to Louis 
XIV., and instalments of such a narrative were issued from 
lime to time; but the plan of the work expanded as he 
proceeded, and in its completed form it may be regarded 
as more or less a panoramic sketch of universal history. 
Voltaire began with disquisitions on geology, anthropology, 
and man in his prehistoric condition—most of which are 
now quite out of date. But in the chapter “on the 
knowledge of the soul” attained by primitive man, he 
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gives the same tlicor>’ of its genesis which is found in tlic 
writings of our chief contemporary apostle of evolution. 


“Bv what slops could men have Ikch lol to imagine a mela- 
physical in our physical being? Certainly men exclusively occupied 
Ivilh their wants did not know enough o( ihem to delude ihcmstUc^ 
a.s if they were philosophers. In course of time there were formed 
societies slightly civilize.!, in which a few men h.ad leisure for ret ec- 
lion. It iimsthavc happened that a man. feeling keenly the death of 
bis father, or of his brother, or of his wife, saw in a .Ifeam the ,person 
whom he regretted. Two or three ilreams of iliis kind would alarm 
a whole tribe. Here is one who is dead apiK^aring to the living, 
and, ncvcrlhclcvs, the dea.l person eaten by the wornis ts always in 
the s.amc place. It was then sometliing which w.as in him th.at is 
moving through the air. It is his soul, liis sha.tc, his manes ; it is 
a slight image of himself. Such is the natural reasoning of igno- 
ranee when \i l>cgins to reason* 


As a whole, the work astonishes by the vastness of Vol¬ 
taire’s reading, the results of which are given in his terse, 
lucid graceful style, with a running commentary of acute 
and often pregnant remark. He was not an erudite man, 
yet he writes as if he Itad skimmed all that was known tn 
his time of the past of humanity and the world. What 
repels most in the flowing narrative, is Voltaire’s refusal 
in general to see that any good thing can come out 
of Nazareth. T'he cruel persecutions of Christians by 
Christians, the destruction of human life by wars of 
religion, the greed of popes, prelate^, and priests, the 
evils of monasticism, are dwelt on in detail; but scarcely 
a word is said of the vast contributions made by Chris¬ 
tianity to the spiritual and material progress of the human 
race. Yet there are exceptions to be made to this state- 
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nicnt. If ihc Crusaders arc represented as actuated only 
by a love of plunder, Voltaire does ample justice to 
Louis IX., although he was a saint, and says of him that 
“ it is not given to man to carry virtue further than he 
did.” 'I'hcn again, in the midst of sarcasms flung at 
the successors of St. IVtcr in the sec of Rome, such a 
passage as the following arrests attention :— 

“ IVrli.ips the m.tn who in (he rmlc limes whicli we wll the 
Ages dcservc<t most of the hmnnn r.ncc, w.ts Pope Alex- 
aniler III. It w.is lie wJio, in n council, nholislied .seifilom a.s far as 
lie couUl. It was the 5iainc pope who in Venice triumphcil, hy his 
sagacity, over the violence of the Kin|>cror Frederick llarbarossa, 
and who forceil Henry II., king of Kngland, to ask pardon of God 
and man for the murder of Thomas .\licckctt. 11c resuscitated the 
rights of peoples, and re|)rcs.scd crime in kings.” 

So, too, his sallies against monasticism are relieved 
by such an admission as the following: “ They,” the 
Benedictines, “ were studious. By them alone, as copy¬ 
ists, were books preserved. In short, during those 
barbarous ages, when peoples were so wretched, it was 
a great consolation that in cloisters could be found a 
secure refuge against tyranny.” After telling, with no 
excessive sympathy, tlie story of Joan of Arc, Voltaire 
speaks of her as one who “ would have had altars raised 
to her in heroic times, when men creeled them to their 
deliverers.” In an unheroic time, her life and work were 
doomed to be made, by Voltaire himself, the theme of a 
ribald burlesque ! At the close of the “ Essai,” looking 
back on the history of man as related in his book of mar¬ 
vellous range, Voltaire makes the far from cheerful reflec¬ 
tion : “ Once more it must be admitted that in a general 
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way the whole of this history is a collection of crinics, of 
follies, and of disasters, among which wc have seen a 
few virtues, a few happy ages, just as in savage deseris 
human habitations arc discovered here and there.” 

During the decade of \’oltairc‘s biography under 
review, he threw off more than a do^en dramas, trage¬ 
dies, con^edies, and even operas. Ilui none of tliem, 
claim mention, except, perhaps, “ Le Depositaire,” 
because in this agreeable comedy the friend of \’oliairc‘s 
boyhood, Ninon dc I'KncIos, was pleasantly introduced, 
and because, in the two young men who arc the principal 
characters—one devout, austere, and repulsive, the other 
a free thinker and free-liver, but attractive—he is surmised 
to have, in some measure, reproduced tire Voltaire and 
his jansenist brother Armand (then long deceased), of 
early years. Some of these dram.is were unacted because 
they were thought in Paris not attractive enough for the 
stage, but among them was one which never could, or 
should, have been acted on any public stage. This was 
“Saul,” a prose drama, in which the lliblical story of 
Saul and David is travestied with mordant wit, its prin¬ 
cipal personages talking like cightccnlh-century French¬ 
men and Frenchwomen in a style irresistibly provoking 
the laughter of the j>rofane. Many were the literary 
forms adopted by Voltaire in waging his war against 
L'lnJ^me: among lliem treatise grave and gay, sprightly 
dialogue, and amusing tale; but “Saul” was bis first and 
last use of the drama to make both ridiculous and de¬ 
testable the sacred writings of that Jewish nationality, 
which, collectively and individually, in its past and in its 
present, was the unceasing object of his relentless satire. 
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It was during the same decade that, the issue of the 
“ Kncyclopcdie ” in dctacl^ed volumes being suspended, 
Voliaire sent forth in instalments his “Questions sur 
r Encyclopedic,” afterwards incorporated in, and forming 
the hulk of, the *' Dictionnaire I’hilosophiquc,” which is 
the work of Voltaire probably most often dipped into. 
In it all of Voltaire’s wit and reading—and the range 
of the latter was marvellous—were brought to bear on 
the JuJt'vnCy and the metaphysical and ethical theories 
affiliated to it. Compared with the battering-ram of his 
model Bayle, Voltaire’s attack on the citadel of orthodoxy 
is that of modern ordnance. Numerous articles, moreover, 
on non-controvcrsial topics, full of information as well as 
of (sprity contribute to make much of the “Dictionnaire 
Philosophiciue ” very pleasant reading. Then, among 
graver treatises, are the “ Philosophc Ignorant,” and the 
“ Profession dc Foi des ThCMstcs,” in which Voltaire 
reiterated his exposition of the limitations of human 
knowledge, while that of his own theistic metaphysics 
and ethics is accompanied by lively summaries of, and 
sceptical comments on, philosophical systems ancient and 
modern. 

The freedom of thought and “emancipation from 
prejudice,” for which Voltaire had been fighting all his 
life, and which he had powerfully aided in extending, 
were now producing results from which even he recoiled. 
'Phe theism which he preached, had ceased to satisfy 
some of the P/n'/osoph^s and their allies. It w’as no 
longer merely the fool who said in his heart that there is 
no God ; a man of genius like Diderot was proclaiming 
it from the housetop. It was thus that Horace Walpole 
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wrote from Paris to the poet Gray (Novemher 19, 1765); 

The savants —I beg their pardon, the Philosophes —arc 
insupportable, superficial, overbearing, and fanatic. They 
preach incessantly, and their avowed doctrine is atheism ; 
you would not believe how openly. Don’t wonder, 
therefore, if I should return a Jesuit. Voltaire liimself 
does not satisfy them. One of their lady-devotees said 
of him, ‘ 7 / cst la'^ot; e’est un dastcl" In 1770 the 
reading and thinking world was startled by the publi¬ 
cation of the Paron dTIolbar.h’s “ Sysibme de la Nature,’’ 
in which God was banished from a sclf-subsislcnt, self- 
sustaining, and self-developing universe. Voltaire and 
Frederick took alarm. Their first thought was the 
effect which the work would have in discrediting the 
Philosophes^ who had been content to assail the Infame. 
“'I he book,” Voltaire wrote, “has made all the Philoso/Ius 
execrable in the eyes of the King and of the whole Court. 
'I hrongh this faUl work, philosophy is lost for ever 
in the eyes of all magistrates and fathers of families. 
'I hey feel how dangerous to society atheism may be.’’ 
Frederick, as well as Voltaire, took up the pen to refute 
Holbach’s book (in the composition of which Diderot is 
surmised to have had a considerable share), and they 
combated atheism not only for its effects on society, but 
as in itself irrational and untrue. The King’s disquisition 
is J)rintcd in his philosophical works; that of Voltaire is 
the article “ Dieu” in the “ Dictionnaire Pliilosophiquc.” 
The weightiest of the arguments adduced by both, an<l 
borrowed, one fancies, from Frederick by Voltaire, is 
superadded to the usual one for the existence of a God 
deduced from the evident marks of design throughout 
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the Universe. Holhach maintained that matter and 
movement by themselves had produced all phenomena, 
mind included. No! said Frederick— 

“ Mnn is .n reasonrvlile bcin^ pr<i«hii'c<l l)y nature. Nature, then, 
imist l>c infinitely more intcllij^ent lhan ho, or iKe she woiiM he in 
ilie ]H»-iiion of h.ivinjj communicatctl to him |K‘rfections which she 
herself <liil not possess. If ilioiiohi is a result of our organization, 
It is certain tliat Nalurs-. enormously more organi/ecl than man, who 
is an imperre[»lil)le fraction of the threat whole, must jv)sscs.s inlelli- 
I'ence of the hiohest *lejjree of perfection." 


So, in other words, Voltaire expresses the same idea:— 

“Tlic author of the ‘Systemc’ maint.ains tlrat matter, acting 
hlinrlly .an<l without premedit.ation [suns ehoix) prtKluccs animals 
[•ossessing intelligence. To produce without intelligence entities 
which possess it ! Is that conccivahlc ? Is such a system supi>orlcd 
hy the slightest prohahilily ? ” 


Parenthetically, it is noticeable, Holbacl)’s assertion 
that life can be evolved by lifeless matter, was based 
upon a belief that animalcules, visible through the 
microscope in a mixture of flour and water which had 
been isolated for some time, were produced by the 
mixture. Voltaire calls this assertion “ unheard-ol 
nonsense ” {soi/ise inou'ie), but it was reserved for our 
own generation to know that the possibility of spontaneous 
generation has not yet been proved. 

Voltaire’s theislic faith, in its antagonism to the atheism 
f.ishionable in his later years, has, indeed, been too little 
noticed, and consequently the orthodox liave been left 
to regard him as a mere scofler, denier, and destroyer. 
He neglected no means of inculcating his theism, chain- 
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pioning it not only in grave dissertations like the article 
“ Dicu,” which has just been cited, but in one of those 
attractive fictions which remain the most generally 
popular of all his writings. In his “ History of Jenni,’ 
written about the time of the appearance of the “ System 
of Nature,” he aimed at showing tlie esil results to social 
morality which would ilow from tlic general acceptance 
of the atheism which at tlie same lime he combated as 
unphilosophical. Several of the clraraclers in the story 
are Knglish, and real personages, acquaintances of Vol 
laire during his exile in Kngland : Lord Peterborough, 
Lady Hervey, Dr. Mead the physician, Hitting through it 
in a shadowy way. The father of Jenni, who is of 
the masculine not the feminine gender, Mr. I'reind, is 
Voltaire’s ideal Englishman, the most devout, amiable, 
and tolerant of theists, only mildly contemptuous of the 
Injame. Unfortunately for him, his son Jenni, a youth 
of good disposition, has become the associate of, and 
been corrupted by, a band of clever young atheists and 
debauchees, male and female, who have taught him that 
there is no life beyond the grave, and that the whole 
duly of man is to eat and drink to day, since to-morrow 
he dies for ever. In the course of a rake’s jifogress, 
Jenni, having killed a creditor who demanded payment 
of a debt, is in imminent danger of being hung. Still 
worse, a young, beautiful, and virtuous maiden, a Miss 
Primrose, with whom Jenni had sense enough left to 
fall in love, is poisoned by a lady rejoicing in the singular 
name of Clivc-Hart, a Delilah, who belongs to Jenni's 
atheistic set, and who, without being faithful to him, is 
jealous of his new love. Jenni and Miss, or Mrs., Clive* 
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Hart being, both of them, in danger of the gallows, sail 
for North America, accompanied by tliree of their disso¬ 
lute young gentlemen friends, among them a Mr. Biiton. 
Such are the fruits of atheism. Mr. Freind, and the 
supposed biographer of Jenni, follow the fugitives, who 
are enjoying themselves in Maryland. After a number 
of adventures, the whole party, pursuers aitd pursued, 
embark for Kngland, with the exception of the Clive- 
Hart, who, as the consequence of a fray between her 
companions and some North .American Indians, has 
been captured by them, and, beautiful but sinful 
atheist, been eaten. On board the vessel, Mr. Freind 
and the unbelieving Birton engage in a long discussion 
on atheism and theism, listened to by an attentive 
audience, and reported by Voltaire in that dialogue-form 
of which he was so consummate a master. His dialogues 
indeed, full of thought and wit, are, with their dramatic 
vivacity and candid presentation of both sides of a num¬ 
ber of interesting questions, to be regarded as among the 
happiest of his productions, much more attractive to 
modern English readers than his once far-famed dramas. 
Mr. Freind begins by indicating, in the old familiar 
fashion, that everything in the universe, from the star to 
the meanest weed, bears testimony to a Supreme Being, 


“ Birton. And where is this being? If there be one, why docs 
he hide himself? lias any one ever seen him? Ought a benefactor 
to conceal himself from those to Whom he docs good ? 

'■'Freind. Did you ever see Christopher Wren who built St. 
Paul's ? Nevertheless, that edifice, it is evident, is the work of a 
very skilful architect. 

"Birton. Everybody easily understands that Wren built, at a 
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great cost, that vast eiHficc in which Burgess sends us to sleep. 
We know perfectly wliy and how our fathers built tlut structure ; 
but, I ask you, why, and how, should, aiul could^ a God liave created 
this universe out of nothing? Vou know the old maxim of the 
whole of anti<|uity, out of nothing nothing can come. I his is a 
truth which nolxxly ever doubted, ^ our Bible itself says expressly 
that your God made heaven and earth, although hc.aven, that is to 
say, all the stars collectively, is as superior to the earth as the earth 
is to the tiilie^t grain of sand. But the Bible has nowhere said that 
God made heaven and earth out of nothing at all. According to 
llic Bible itself, chaos existed lx*fore the earth : therefore matter s\as 
as eternal as your God. 

FrAnJ. I have, I think, proved to you that there exists a 
supreme intelligence, an eternal |)Owcr to whom we owe our 
transitory life. I did not promise to explain to you the why at id 
the how. Go<l has given me reason enotigh to under5tan<l that he 
exists, but not enough to know if matter has lK:cn from all eternity 
subjected to him, or if he gave it birth in time. What signifies to 
you the eternity or the creation of matter, provideil you recognize a 
God, the master of mailer and of yourself ? Vou ask me where Goil 
is. I know nothing, and ought to know nothing about it; 1 know 
that he is; I know that he is our ntaslcr; that he is the maker of 
cvcry'lhing, and that we ought to expect everything from his good¬ 
ness. 

^^Birton. From his goo<lncss! You arc laughing at me. You 
told me to make use of my eyes. Make use of your own. Cast but 
a single glance at the whole earth, and then judge whether your 
God is good.” 


“ And now,*' says the narrator, “ Mr. Freind felt that 
this was the main point of tlie discussion, and tliat 
Ijirton was preparing for a strenuous assault on him. 
He saw that a breathing-lime was needed for the 
audience to listen, and for himself to speak. He com¬ 
mended himself to God.’* The other members of the 
party promenaded the deck, and after tea the discussion 
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was resumed. Birton began his indictment against the 
paternal alTcciioii of the supposed deity for his supposed 
children, with a catalogue of the hardships suffered by the 
inliabitants of northern regions, the scourges to which 
man is exposed in the finest climates, the destruction of 
human life by volcanoes, the diseases which poison his 
existence, the cruelties inflicted by the Spanish con¬ 
querors of America on the civilized nations whom they 
found there, and so forth. 

“ If thcie existed a god so powcrfvd .and so good, lie woidd not 
luve pl.ircd evil on the earth ; he would not have <looinc<l his 
creatures to pain and crime. If he w.is not able to prevent evil, 
he is impotent; if he was able an<l (ii<l not will it. he is barbarous.” 

I-'rom this dilemma Freind thus tries to escape:_ 


“ I am very far from saying, like some rcasoners, that private evil 
is universal good. That is too ridiculous an exaggeration. I admit 
with sorrow that there is much moral and much physical evil, but 
since the existence of God is certain, it is also very certain that all 
these evils cannot hinder God from existing. He cannot be malig. 
nant, for what interest could he have in being so? There are evils 
which arc horrible—well, my friends, do not let us increase their 
number. It is Impossible that God should not lie good, but men 
arc perverse. They make a detestable use of the freedom which 
that great Iking g.ivc them and was Iximid to give them, a freedom 
to do what they will to do, and without which they would be mere 
machines formed by a malignant being to be shattered by him.’' 


If there is crime on the earth, there has been, and 
there is, virtue, from Socrates to the Man of Ross. 
\\ hen Birton asks if God has delivered his laws to us, 
Freind replies:— 
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“Yes, by (he voice of conscience. Is it not the fAct that, if 
you hnd killed your parents, conscience would skitter you with 
pangs of remorse as horrible as they are involunt.ir)'? Is not this 
fact felt and acknowledged by the whole universe? And so. in a 
less degree, is it with lesser crimes. In another worM God may 
punish what is not punished, an<l rcw.ird what is not rcw.inlcd in 
this w-otid. To iK'licvc this to be ImjKJSsiblc is to do away w ilh all 
restraint on vice and crime. An atheist, poor and violent, woitbl 
1)C a fool if, certain of impunity, he did not murder you to rob yon 
of yotir money. Believe in a good Go<l an<l l)c goorl.'’ 

Ix)gic and rhcloric which would not have convinced 
Diderot and David Ilume, converted jenni and Birton. 
They believed. Miss Primrose was not dead, and Jenni 
married her. A suitable wife was found for Birton. The 
two reprobates, reformed by being converted from 
atheism to theism, are, at the end of the stoty, “the 
best men in England,” and with their spouses no doubt 
“ lived happy ever after.” Here atheism seems to be com¬ 
bated mainly because injurious to society, and from the 
point of view of Voltaire’s celebrated s.-iying, “.9’/7//> 
avait pas un Jim, il faudrait PinveuUrP Vet Voltaire’s 
theism was one not only of the head, but of the heart. 
Looking at the heavens and the earth, from the galaxy to 
llic worm, he recognized everywhere tlie handiwork of a 
Deity, and sojnetimes, both in prose and verse, he breaks 
forth into almost Psalmist-like praises of the wisdom and 
beneficence of the Creator, and thanks Him for the 
existence which has allowed the sons of men to con- 
lcmi)latc the grandeur and beauty of creation. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

(1772-78.) 

V OLTAIRE was now in Ins seventy-eighth year, and, 
according to his own account, suffering from a 
number of maladies, any one of which would have sufficed 
to carry off an ordinary man. But while representing 
himself at the iioint of death, and really ill now and 
then, he was, as ever, indefaligably active with his pen. 
During his later years he spent much of his time in bed, 
living temperately on coffee and broiled eggs, and busily 
reading and dictating; the quantity of work which he 
got through being marvellous. The general indignation 
which, thanks to him, had been aroused by the 
iniquitous treatment of the Galas, the Sirvens, and 
other victims of bigotry, appears to have prevented 
any more prosecutions and persecutions of the kind 
from which they had suffered. But French juris¬ 
prudence and legal procedure had so many vices, that 
victims of one kind or another were never wanting, and 
Voltaire, in his bed, was always on the alert to take up 
his pen in defence of the judicially oppressed. Some¬ 
times. as in the case of the Galas, he was too late to do 
more than to save the family of the victim of a judicial 



murder from ihe fate in which the sentence had involved 
them, and to rehabilitate the memory of the victim him¬ 
self. The French parliaments in Paris and the pro¬ 
vinces were often hurried to unjust decisions by popular 
clamour, and an iniquitous sentence, sometimes of 
death, was pronounced, or carried out, before a sufticient 
interval elapsed for intervention or appeal. At the time 
of the Galas tragedy, Frederick indicated one great 
deficiency in French legal procedure, the execution of 
sentences of death pronounced by parliaments of 
lawyers, without the direct knowledge and sanction of 
the sovereign. One ease out of many was that of the 
Montbaillis of St. Omer, a decent couple, engaged with 
the husband’s aged mother in the manufacture of tobacco 
for the farmers-gcneral. The mother was given to drinking, 
and one morning she was found dead. As it happened, 
her death was a misfortune for her son, since it rendered 
liim liable to lose an employment which had been con¬ 
ferred on the three collectively. Put the populace of 
St. Omer rushed to the conclusion that she had been 
murdered by her son and daughter-in-law, and the magis¬ 
trates yielded weakly to their clamour. Without forrmal 
accusers, without a tittle of evidence against them, husband 
and wife were sentenced to death, the husband to be tor¬ 
tured before being broken on the wheel, the wife to be 
hung. The husband died protesting his innocence, the wife, 
being was respited. Voltaire look the matter up, 

though here the InJAme had no share in the ini(iuity. 
Through his influence the ease was re heard, the mur¬ 
dered husband pronounced innocent, and the wife 

acquitted. 
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Then there was the case of the brave but im¬ 
petuous Lally, who had placmcd the extrusion of the 
Ivuglish from India, and, as coinmander-in-chicf of the 
French forces there, had foui;ht gallantly for that end, 
with the result that it was the French who were driven 
from their Indian possessions, and that Lally was taken 
prisoner and sent to England. Released on parole, 
and returning to I'rancc, he was sacrificed to the vin¬ 
dictive clamour of the sharelioldcrs of the F'rench East 
India Company, which the victories of the English in 
India had reduced to inanition. I^lly was condemned 
to death by the Parliament of Paris. In 1766, gagged 
and drawn on a liurdle to the Place dc Gr^ve, he was 
beheaded, and all his property was confiscated. Lally 
(originally, it is said, a Mullally) was the son of an Irish 
Jacobite who had taken refuge in France and entered 
the French army. Lally, when quite a boy, joined liis 
fithcr’s regiment. He distinguished himself at Fonlenoy, 
and was made a colonel, rising afterwards to be a lieu¬ 
tenant-general. It was Lally who suggested the abortive 
expedition against England in 1746 to support the young 
Pretender, which Richelieu was to have commanded, 
with the intention of distributing on his arrival the mani¬ 
festo written by Voltaire, who then became acquainted 
with Lally. In his “Precis de I’Histoire de Louis 
Quinze,” Voltaire, when telling the story of the contest 
between French and English in India, told also that of 
the ill-fated I..ally, executed because he had failed, though 
when he did fail, it was under circumstances which made 
success impossible. He left his memory to be vindicated 
by a son of fifteen, who became known in the French 
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Revolution, and out of it, as I^Hy-Toleiulal. The task 
was a long one, and in discharging it ho was sedulously 
aided by the patriarch of Ferncy. It was only episodi¬ 
cally that Voltaire, in his history of Louis XV,, had dealt 
with the English concjuesls in India and the story of 
the ill-fated l.ally. With the keen interest which he took 
in evcrytlnng great or memorable, especially of his own 
lime, as well as incited by pity for I^lly and sympathy 
with Lally’s son, he prosecuted researches into the history 
of India near and remote. Tire result was the ” Frag¬ 
ments Historiqncs sur I'lndc, sur le (ieneral Lalli, et 
plusicurs aiitres sujets,” published in 1773. 'I'lie story 
of Lally was re-told in detail, with that of the struggle of 
French and English for supremacy in India. Uut under 
the modest title of “ Fragments,” Voltaire gave, in his 
own succinct and animated way, a sketch of India and 
its inhabitants from early ages to his own, with one of 
Brahminisin and the sacred books of the Hindus. And 
all this lime he was fighting the battle of oppressed com¬ 
munities such as the serfs of Mount-Jura—for serfdom 
still lingered in France—and with these particular serfs 
he sympathized the more keenly because their oppressors 
were monks. His own Pays de Gex, of which his domain 
of Ferney formed a part, suffered from exactions of 
farmers-general, and against these Voltaire did battle with 
his pen for years, willi ultimate success. Time, loo, had 
to be devoted to his own private affairs, to the manage¬ 
ment of a large and scattered revenue, much of it derived 
from loans, the payment of the interest on which needed 
vigilant looking after, to fostering his colony of Ferney, 
to speculations in ships and merchandize sent to India 
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from Cadi/, hy tlie mcrcanlilc house there with which he 
had a very long and profitable connection. Whatever 
of interest was published in Paris and elsewhere he 
read, and with a voluminous correspondence to carry 
on—he speaks at one lime of writing twenty letters a 
(lay—among his correspondents being I'rcderick and 
Catherine, German princes and French statesmen, Philo- 
so^hes like D’Alembert—he had ahvays a couple or more 
of tragedies on hand, and some treatise or pamphlet against 
the lujamc, and the iniquities of French criminal juris¬ 
prudence. Still the wonder grows how an octogenarian, 
and he often an invalid, could at one and the same time 

do so much and do it so well. 

Louis XV. died in May, 1774. not at all regretted by 
his people, or by the titular gentleman of his bed-chamber 
at Fcrncy, who wrote on him, however, an insincere 
panegyric, which was read at a sitting of the French 
Academy. Like the rest of the world, Voltaire wel¬ 
comed the accession of Louis XVI. as the dawn of a 
hopeful era for France and the Philosophcs, and great was 
his joy at the accession of the wise and reforming 'Purgot 
to the virtual controller-generalship of finances. Turgot 
was an admirer of Voltaire, and there was a friendly 
c.xchangc of letters bcUvecn them, the patriarch saluting 
each of the minister’s reforms, and the minister sym¬ 
pathetically aiding Voltaire in his efforts for the benefit 
of the Pays de Gex. Turgot, however, was dismissed 
in 1776, and Voltaire had to console himself as best he 
could on seeing him succeeded by Necker, also a 
reformer and a Protestant. 

It was about this lime that a new and bright star 
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appeared in the domestic firmament of Forney in the 
person of a Mademoiselle dc Varicourt, young, beautiful, 
graceful, amiable, and intelligent, who accompanied her 
brothers, proiegh of Voltaire’s, on a visit to Ferney. 
He was much taken with her brightness and innocence, 
and so, fortunately, was Madame Denis, still, after a 
brief intermission some seven years before (due to her 
violence of temper), at the head of her too fond and 
indulgent uncle’s household. The damsels family weie 
poor, and she was destined to be a nun. She had no 
particular liking for the vocation, and Voltaire was only 
too happy to snatch such a brand from the burning. 
Madame Denis cheerfully accepted her as a companion, 
and Voltaire adopted her, christening her BdU <t Bonm, 
and finding delight in her pretty, engaging, and caressing 
ways. He was not, however, long to monopolize the 
innocent pleasure of her society. Another visitor at 
Ferney was a young Marejuis de Villctte, a roiu\ but very 
wealthy. Fortunately for himself, he not only fell m 
love with belle et bonne, but had the good sense to 
marry the maiden, whose sole dower was beauty and 
goodness. Voltaire being delighted with the match, 
they were married at Ferney in the autumn of 1777, and 
there they seem to have passed the winter of i 777 -^- 
Tlie Marquis de Villette had an Hotel in Faris wlierc 
they were to reside, and one can imagine their appeals 
to their host at Ferney to become their guest. Madame 
Denis, too, wearied of Forney where, during the winter, 
there were few visitors, longed for the excitement 
and dissipations of Faris, and urged him to a migra¬ 
tion. In truth, Voltaire needed no great persuasion to 
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undorlakc the journey. He, too, longed to revisit his 
still beloved Paris, and the death of Louis XV. had 
removed tlie one main obstacle to the fulfilment of the 
wish. I'riends in Paris pressed him to cotne, one of 
their pleas being that his presence there would do much 
for the arrangements connected with the j^roduction of 
his new tragedy, “Irene,” and he accepted eagerly this 
excuse fi)r the visit. lie would stay only six weeks, and 
then return to them, he assured his colonists at Ferney, 
who were sorrow-struck when they heard that he had 
decided on leaving them. Preceded by his niece, 
Madame Denis, who was accompanied by Belle et 
Bonne and her husband, Voltaire left Ferney for Paris 
on February 5, 1778. Wherever he paused on the 
journey, he was received with acclamations, such as 
might have greeted a popular sovereign making a 
triumphal progress, and persons of distinction along the 
route hastened to pay their homage to him. At one inn 
where he passed the night, young enthusiasts donned 
waiters attire that they might attend on him at supper, 
and feast their eyes in gazing on the great man. Vol¬ 
taire, who was accompanied by his secretary and fac¬ 
totum, Wagniorc, reached Paris on the afternoon of the 
loth of February, and proceeded to the mansion of the 
Villcttes, whose guest he was to be. The news of his 
arrival flew like wild-fire through Paris and to Versailles. 
With general joy at the event, there was alarm on the 
part of the devout, who began to search the official 
registers to discover some trace of an order against his 
return; but Voltaire knew that none such had ever 
been issued, and that he could still call himself a gentle- 
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man-in-ordinary of the royal bed chamber. Soon a crowd 
of visitors, including most of the persons of distinction 
then in Paris, filled the salon of the Villettes, to pay 
their respects to the new-comer, who received them in 
his dressing-gown and night-cap, and had the right 
word to say to each. Among them were old friends 
and new—Richelieu and the octogenarian Madame dii 
Dcffand, D’Alembert and Diderot, Turgot and Pranklin. 
Pranklin, then in Paris as the representative of the 
revolted American colonists, brought his grandson, a 
youth of seventeen, to receive the blessings of the 
patriarch, who, with hands uplifted over his head, 
bade him remember the two words, “ God and 

Liberty.” 

In his leisure moments Voltaire was diligently polishing 
“ Irene,” and distributing the parts. Hut the excitement 
of the early days of his stay was too much for him. He 
began to spit blood, and was confined to bed on the 
night of the first public performance of “Irene” at the 
Com<:*dic Fran^aise, March i6, All Pans, and 

much of Versailles, were there. Marie Antoinette came 
with her court, and the Comte d’Artois, afterwards 
Charles X. The Queen, indeed, wished. Voltaire to 
present himself at Versailles, but the devout Louis XVL 
would not hear of it, and expressed himself displeased 
that Voltaire should have come to Paris without his per¬ 
mission. Messengers were despatched to tell Volunre o 
the fortunes of the piece as the performance proceeded, 
and at its close his friends came to his bedside to con¬ 
gratulate him on its success, one due more to its 
ship tlian to the merits of the piece. From his sick bed 
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Voltaire rose once more full of life and spirit, and a fort¬ 
night after the first re[)resentation of “ Irene,” there came 
for him a day of triumph, such as probably no French 
subject had ever before enjoyed. In the afternoon of 
Monday the 30th of March, he discarded the dressing- 
gown and night-cap, and donned the famous peruke of 
Ferney, and tlie elaborate costume which he wore on 
great occasions. Then he drove to a meeting of the 
French Academy at the Louvre, through a crowd of 
acclaiming spectators, so dense that the carriage could 
only with difficulty penetrate it. The Academy honoured 
him as it had never honoured a foreign sovereign who 
visited it, its members (only the bishops and otiicr eccle¬ 
siastics among them being absent) coming in a body to 
receive him. During the sitting they elected him 
“director” for the ensuing three months; by his accept¬ 
ance of the office he pledging himself to delay for that 
period his return to Ferney. Soon after the close of the 
sitting he re entered his carriage to drive to the Comedic 
Fran<;aise, where it was known he was to witness the 
si.\th representation of his own “ Irene.” The crowd, 
which collected along his route to the Louvre, had now 
increased enormously, and shouted “ Vive Voltaire ” as 
the carriage slowly pierced its way through the immense 
mass. Some jumped upon the wheels of his carriage to 
get a better view of him, and some pulled hairs from the 
fur cloak which the Empress Catherine had given him, 
to be preserved like the relics of a saint. At the theatre 
he took his seat in the box belonging to the gentlemen 
of the royal bed-chamber, between his niece and Belle 
ct Bonne. He wished to sit behind them, but the cries 
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of Ihe nit forced him to the front of the Irox, and com¬ 
pelled him to wear a crown of laurel, which he a 
modestly removed when placed on his head by one of 
the actors just after he had entered. By this time the 
closely-tacked house was wildly excited by the presence 
of the idol of the moment. It was with dilhculty that 
the performance of “Irene” could be besun, and it 
was aiiiilauded without being listened to. When at las 
the curtain fell, the enthusiastic hand-clapiungs and 
stamiring began again. Behind the curtain the actors 
improvised a demonstration of their own. 1 he bust of 
Voltaire was brought from the lobby and placed on its 
pedestal, actors and actresses grouped themselves iri a 
semi-circle round it. with garlands in their hands, the 
soldiers who had figured in “ Irene ” formed a back- 
ground, and the curtain rose. An actor stepped forward 
Ld crowned the bust. The whole house shouted for 

Voltaire, who appeared, with tears in h.s eyes, 
come with emotion, bowed till his head tone d the 
front of the box. Then the Madame Vcstris of that day 
who played /««,came forward and recited a few m.pto^ 
vised verses eulogistic of the hero of the evening. 1 hey 
were received with frantic enthusiasni, and had to be 
repeated. One actress proceeded to kiss the us ,. 
her comrades followed her example Marie 
and the Comte d’Artois had come from ' ^ 

evening to the opera, but the Count le t it for the 

the applause. Little could he have foreseen ‘hat. fifty 
two years afterwards, he was to be hurled from ‘h“‘h‘° »= 
of France through his subservience to the very / / , 
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the great assailant of wliith he was delighting to honour 
on that spring night of 1778. 

AH this excitement told on the frame of a man of 
eighty-four, who had not long before been prostrate on a 
sick bed. Voltaire himself felt that a return to Ferncy 
would be best for him, and to that prudent course he 
was energetically urged by Tronchin, the chief of his two 
Paris ])hysicians. Tronchin, who was previously his 
physician at (ieneva, had now for some lime been settled 
in Paris. He was a man of imperious disposition, and 
evidently with very little heart. Before Voltaire’s arrival 
in Paris there had been a coolness beltvecn them : Vol¬ 
taire the man he never seems to have liked, his intellec¬ 
tual sympathies being much more with the semi-orthodox 
parly at Geneva than with an audacious assailant of the 
Tiifaine, and it will be seen, before long, that, therefore, 
Iiis illustrious patient’s memory suffered injury at his 
hands. But undoubtedly when he urged a speedy return 
to Forney he gave Voltaire the best possible advice, and 
such sensible friends as D’Alembert wished that he would 
take it. On the other hand, there were undoubtedly 
sincere friends of Voltaire’s who thought that he would 
not be liappy again out of Paris, and above all his niece, 
the flaunting, flirting, selfish Madame Denis, was for 
having him remain in the great city, in comparison with 
which Ferney had become more than ever to her 
insuflcrably dull. Except for his health’s sake, Voltaire 
himself was loth to leave Paris, where he was caressed 
and flattered. At last, dratvn this way and that, he resolved 
upon a compromise. l ie would buy a house in the Rue 
de Richelieu for the joint lives of himself and his niece. 
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During four months of the year he would occupy it, and 
the other eight he would spend at Ferney. Meanwhile 
he went about, and two of his movements deserve 
recording. One was a visit to the Academy of Sciences, 
at which Franklin was to be present. The usual crowd 
accompanied him as he went along on foot, and some 
one in it, to whom his fame seems to have been un¬ 
known, asking what it was all about, he received the 
memorable reply: “It is M. de Voltaire. He is the 
defender of the unfortunate and oppressed ; it was he 
who saved the Galas and the Sirvens.” “ In the streets,” 
the not very sympathetic Madame du DelTand wTOtc to 
her cynical friend Horace Walpole, “ he is followed by 
the populace, who call him the man of the Galas 
{Plwmme aux Galas). It is only the Gourt which will 
not join in the enthusiasm about him.” At the Academy 
of Sciences Voltaire and Franklin shook hands, but the 
spectators were not satisfied, and they were told to 
embrace each other in the French fashion, upon which 
they kissed each other’s cheeks. According t» John 
Adams, one of the founders of the American Republic, 
who was present, the cry immediately spread through the 
whole kingdom (!) “ How charming it was to sec Solon 
and Sophocles embrace!” This was in the first week 
of April; in the last week of the month he attended a 
silting of the French Academy, and delivered, with 
the energy of a man of thirty, a vehement address 
on a scheme which he had formed for the compilation 
of a new French dictionary, to be undertaken by the 
Academy itself. Each of the letters of the alphabet was 
to be assigned to a member, and Voltaire offered to 
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execute the letter A. Before long the scheme was for¬ 
mally approved by the Academy, but Voltaire saw that 
many of the members were lukewarm, and resolved to 
stimulate them, if possible, by composing an elaborate 
dissertation on the necessity for such a work. 

By this time he ought to have been on his way to 
I'crncy. But a new and powerful motive had, unfor¬ 
tunately for him, interfered to prevent the journey. 
Rightly or wroi^gly, he had been informed that though 
he would not be expelled from Paris, yet that if he left 
it, an order would be issued forbidding his return. His 
visit to Paris had not been one altogether of triumph. 
The King, displeased with his return, would not give him 
the slightest countenance. From more than one pulpit 
his presence in Paris was protested against. An c.x- 
Jesuit abbe thundered in the pulpit of the chateau of 
Versailles itself against Voltaire, without directly naming 
him, and with a distinct reference to the scene at the 
Com(*die Fran^aise, vented his indignation at the spec¬ 
tacle of preachers of irreligion receiving crowns instead 
of punishment. “ We are accused of intolerance,’* said 
this reverend gentleman. “ Ah ! do they not know that 
charity has its fits of passion, and zeal its feeling of 
vengeance?” To those of his friends who urged that 
such diatribes ought to hasten his departure, Voltaire 
replied that, on the contrary, they ought to defer it. It 
would never do to have it said that a Philosophe had 
been put to flight by the homilies of an ex-Jesuit abb^. 
One hold the French ecclesiastics had over Voltaire. 
'I'hey could refuse an impenitent Philosophe burial in 
consecrated ground, as they had refused it to Vol- 
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taire’s early friend, Adrienne Lecouvreur, the brilliant 
actress, and there were then no cemeteries in I rancc 
that were not consecrated. When he came to Paris, 
feeling at his age the uncerUinty of life, he feared that if 
he died there, his remains might be thrown into the 
kennel, and during the first serious illness of his visit, he 
asked the advice of the prudent D’Alembert, wlio advised 
him to make a kind of peace or truce with the Church. 
It was not the fust time that Voltaire had made an 
attempt of the kind, once at least with an unnecessarj' 
flagrancy that scandalized D'Alembert himself. In Paris 
Voltaire took the advice of his philosopht-Wx^n^y and 
signed a declaration to the effect that he had made his 
confession to a certain AbbtS Gaultier (who had been an 
importunate visitor) and that “if God disiwses of me, I 
die in the Catholic religion in which I was born, hoping 
that the divine mercy will deign to pardon my faults, and 
if I have ever scandalized the Church, I ask pardon of 
God and of it.” This statement made a good deal of 
noise in Paris, not of a kind comidimcntary to the 
penitent. His factotum Wagniiire, who was a Protestant, 
was very indignant at it. and at the way in which clerics 
were pestering his master. A few days afterwards he 
persuaded Voltaire to give him something in writing 
with which he could confront the enemy in case of his 
master’s death. The result was the following brief con¬ 
fession of faith, in Voltaire’s own handwriting : “ I die, 
adoring God, loving my friends, not haling my enemies, 
and detesting superstition.” The retractation given to 
the Abbd Gaultier, was not satisfactory to him, and 
moreover the curb of St. Sulpice, Voltaire’s parish for 
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tlie nonce, who regarded ihe abbe as an interloper, made 
his appearance on the scene with offers of spiritual 
service. Cut Voltaire was well again and evaded both 
abbe and cure. A certain personage was once sick, and 
wished to be a saint. We all know how his mood 
changed as soon as he was convalescent. 

When Voltaire set himself to the ten or twelve hours’ 
lal)Our of composing the disquisition in support of his 
project of a new French dictionary, he drank imprudently 
a number of cups of coffee, partly as a stimulus, and 
partly to keep himself awake. For the latter object they 
were only too successful. A long fit of sleeplessness 
supervened, just when a return of his painful strangury 
made sleep more than ever desirable. He appears to 
have been thus attacked about the 12th of May, and the 
sequel must be pieced together out of various and some¬ 
times conflicting accounts leading up to the last scene of 
all, the incidents of which have been the subject-matter 
of much controversy. Feeling extremely ill, he retired to 
his bed, wlicre he became very feverish. Probably 
because 'Pronchin would have said, “ Did I not tell you 
how it would be if you rejected my advice, and prevented 
him from returning to Ferney?” the Swiss physician 
was not at once called in, as he ouglrt to have been, 
Madame Denis sent, however, for an apothecary who 
supplied some liquid said to be very acrid, the adminis¬ 
tration of which to the patient brought on violent pains. 
The Due de Richelieu, who called to see him in the 
evening, recommended a preparation of opium which he 
had himself used during attacks of gout, and after having 
taken some of it, Voltaire appears to have procured 
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more opium from ihe apothecary, and to have swallowed 
it in large doses. It is now that Tronchin re appears 
on the scene, to find tlie poor old gentleman in a slate of 
violent febrile and mental exaltation. What 'I ronchin 
s;iid of him at the time must be carefully noted, for much 
has been made by Voltaire's enemies of this physician's 
account of his last days. “ Voltaire is very ill,” Tronchin 
wrote to his brother at Geneva; '* if he dies gaily as lie 
promised I shall be much mistaken ; ” and then follows a 
malignant prediction that Voltaire would die the death 
of a coward. Whether as a coward or not, Voltaire was 
soon to die. His stomach, we are told, was paralyzed 
by the quantity of opium which he had taken, and 
rejected any nourishment, liquid or solid. The delirium 
which preceded his last days was not continuous. “ I 
conversed with him,” Harpe says, “ for a quarter of 
an hour, and he spoke almost as usual, but with some 
diHiculty and very slowly.” A fortnight or so after the 
commencement of the fatal illness, the dying man was 
roused from his torpor by some glad tidings which 
beautifully brightened his waning existence. Whole 
days were fleeting on without a word from him, or any 
sign of wakeful and sentient consciousness, when on the 
26th of May the news was brought to him that the 
younger Lally was at last successful, and that the 
Council of State had cancelled the ini(}uitous sentence 
on his father, pronounced and carried out fifteen years 
before. Voltaire had exerted himself strenuously to 
procure the reversal of the sentence, and among the last 
words which he may be said to have written were these, 
which he dictated when welcoming the announcement: 

>3 
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“The dying man revives on hearing this great news. 
He embraces very tenderly M. de Tally. He sees that 
tlie King is the defender of justice. He will die happy.” 

'ri)e end can>e on May 30, 1778. 'I'he Abbe Gaultier 
and the cute of Saint Sulpice arrived with a retractation, 
hoping that \'oltaire would sign it, and then receive the 
last sacraments. 'J'he retractation was not to be signed ; 
the sacraments were not to be received. According to 
Ta Harpe’s account, which api)ears to be the most trust¬ 
worthy of any, when the two priests entered the sick- 
rootn, their j)rcscncc was announced to him. It was 
some time before he understood what was said. At last 
he replied, “Assure them of my respect.” The cure of 
Saint Sulpice came near him and said : “ M. dc Voltaire, 
your life is about to end. Do you acknowledge the 
divinity of Jesus Christ ? ” The dying man twice repeated 
tlie words, “ Jesus Christ! Jesus Christ!” then he 
stretched out his hand as it were to push back the curc^ 
saying, “ Let me die in peace.” “You see he is not in 
his senses,” the cure said to the abbe^ and both of them 
loft the room. His nurse came towards the bed, and 
pointing to the two priests as they departed, Voltaire 
exclaimed in a rather loud voice, " I am dead.” But 
he lingered on for hours, breathing his last a little after 
eleven at night. The alleged reply of Voltaire to the 
cures question, just given, “ In God’s name do not talk 
to me of that man” (“ Au nom de dieu, ne me parlez 
pas de cet homme ! ”) is, it has been seen, very 
different from that reported by La Harpe. 

'1 he accounts of Voltaire’s death, as one of agonized 
remorse, given by his enemies, or rather perhaps by 



VOLTAIRE. 


lOD 

prejudiced if ardent believers in the creed which he 
attacked, are mainly mythical. The only authority tliat 
can now be, wiili llie slightest show of reason, ai)[)ealed 
to in their support, is that of Troncliin. It has, however, 
been seen with what malignity he predicted for his patient 
an unhappy death, and it is evident that he would have 
only been too glad to be able to announce the fulfilment 
of his inhuman prophecy. But, as it liappened, 'Fronchin 
was not with Voltaire at the time, or even on the day of 
his death. Some days before it, lie found his patient in 
a state of delirious excitement, full of the project of the 
Academy’s dictionary, and enraged at the unwillingness 
of several of his colleagues to co-operate tvith liim in the 
task. Describing, in a rather goody letter, written June 
2 7i *778, nearly a month after his patient’s death, and 
addressed to the quasi-orthodox Charles Bonnet at 
Geneva, no friend or admirer of Voltaire, wlio had laughed 
(in print) at some of his theories, Tronchin slides from 
a report of Voltaire’s expressions of indignation at the 
sluggards of the Academy, to speaking of “ the drugs 
and the follies,” which, before he himself was called in, 
“hastened his death, and which threw him into a state of 
despair and of the most frightful insanity.” Undoubtedly, 
too, in a letter to Tronchin, written during Voltaire’s 
illness by the friendly D’Alembert, occur the following 
somewhat significant sentences : “ What it is of most 
importance for you to do at present is to tran(|uilli2C 
him, if it is possible, as to his condition real or supposed. 
Yesterday I spent some time with him. He appeared to 
me very much alarmed not only by that condition, but 
by the disagreeable consequences which it might iiivolvc.” 
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Ikit Tronchin’s slatcments in regard to an episode of 
delirious frenzy, and D’Alembert's paitial confirmation of 
them, have nothing to do with Voltaire’s last moments. 
D’Alembert, in a letter to Frederick, written after 
Voltaire’s deatli, thus recorded the impression made on 
him by the dying man. Having described the stupefying 
effects of the opium, which left his head clear only for 
brief intervals, D’Alembert, who saw him during one of 
them, proceeds :— 

“ He rccognizcil me and even spoke to me some friendly words. 
Ikit lire moment afler, he fell back into his st.ilc of stupor, fur he 
w.ns almost alw.ays dying. He awoke only to complain, and to say, 
that ‘he had come to Paris to die.’” “ Throughout his illness,” 
D’.Vcinhert .adds, *• lu- cvhihlcd, to the extent which his condition 
permitted, much traiuiuillity of mind, although he seemed to regret 
life. I saw him again the day before his death, and to some friendly 
words of mine he replied, presj,ing my hand, ‘ You are my conso¬ 
lation.’ The state in which he was gave me so much pain, and he 
had such dilViculty in expressing himself, even in monosyllables, 
lliat 1 had not strength to continue contemplating the spectacle 
which he presented. Tl)c sigld of that great man dying aficcled me 
so jirofoundly, and so vivitl an impression of it has remained with 
me, that it will never be effaced. It w.as an object which suggested 
to me the saddest reflections on the nothingness of life, and of glory, 
ami on the woful condition of hum.ankind.” 


The heads of the French Church, supported by the 
King, refused the deceased Philosoplu burial in conse¬ 
crated ground. Letters were even sent to the Bishop 
of Annecy, in whose diocese Ferney was, enjoining him 
to prohibit the cure thereof from giving Voltaire’s remains 
Christian burial. Voltaire’s nephew, the Abb^ Mignot, 
son of the sister whose death he lamented when an exile in 



England, held a ruined abbey at Sccllieres, in Cliampagnc, 
near the village of RonulH—a hundred miles or so from 
Paris—where there were also a church and a monastery. 
In hot haste the Abbe Mignot huried off thither, and 
showing the prior of the monastery Voltaire s profession 
of faith, and a government order sanctioning the removal 
of his remains to Ferney, procured their burial in the 
church, on the understanding that this was only their 
temporary resting-place on the way to herncy. I he 
abhe had not been much too quick, for on the day of 
the interment the bishop of the diocese wrote to the 
prior, forbidding the burial without consulting himself. 
There was even some talk of having the body exhumed. 
At Romilli, however, it w.as allowed to rest until 1791, 
when it was conveyed in a sarcophagus to Paris, and 
received there with immense revolutionary enthusiasm. 
With great pomp—Belle ct Bonne, accompanied by a 
little daughter and two female members of the Galas 
family, figuring in the procession—it was taken to and 
deposited in the Pantheon. But at the return of the 
Bourbons to Paris in April, a party of Frencit 

royalist and Roman Catholic zealots, there is reason to 
believe, regarding the Pantheon, which h.ad become a 
church, as desecrated by being the resting-place of Voltaire 
and Rousseau, at dead of night extracted their remains 
from their leaden coffins, and buried them at two in the 
morning in a piece of waste ground opposite Bcrcy. In 
1864, during t)ic Third Empire, Voltaire’s sarcophagus 
was opened by order of the Government, and found to be 
empty. 

Voltaire, by his will, made Mad.ime Denis his chief 
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legatee, and she thus inherited an income of ^^3,500, in life- 
annuities, another, from permanent investments, of half 
that sum, and more than ;^io,ooo in ready money. She 
married a respectable nobody, twenty years younger than 
herself, and sold Ferney to the Marquis dc Villette, who 
let it to an Englishman. Villette became with 1789 an 
ardent revolutionist, and it was he who first suggested the 
translation of Voltaire’s remains to Paris. His revolu¬ 
tionary ardour cooled with the massacres of September 
.against winch, as deputy of the Oise, he protested, and 
he voted against the execution of Louis XVI. He 
escaped the guillotine by dying in July, 1793. Belle et 
Bonne, left a widow at thirty-si.x, led a happy life, alter¬ 
nating between her Chateau of Villette and a house in 
Paris, where, until her death, she received visits from 
distinguished foreigners curious to see a lady who 
h.ad been the friend and favourite of Voltaire. Among 
these visitors soon after the Restoration of 1815, was 
I.ady Morgan, who, in her book on France, represents 
her as still Bonne though no longer Belle, and as the 
centre of a brilliant circle. Lady Morgan described her 
house in Paris as being a sort of Temple to Voltaire, in 
which were set out all sorts of memorials and relics of 
her benefactor, copies of his works, MS. letters, his 
writing-desk, the rich robe-d€-c?iaml>re in which he had 
received his visitors in the salon of her husband’s Hotel, 
and the very wreath with which he had been crowned 
on the great night of his appearance at the Comedie 
Fran^aise to witness the performance of his own “ Irene.” 
She had watched by the dying Voltaire’s bedside, and 
this was her report to I^ady Morgan : “ To his last 
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moment everything he said and did breathed the 
benevolence and goodness of his character. All an¬ 
nounced in him tranquillity, peace, resignation, except 
a little movement of ill-humour which he showed to the 
curi of Saint Siilpice, when he begged him to withdraw 
and said, ‘Let me die in peace.’” Belle et Bonne 
herself survived until 1822. 

A hundred years after Voltaire’s death, its first 
centenary was celebrated with great enthusiasm through¬ 
out the France of the Third Republic. By 1878, and to 
an extent that would have satisfied Voltaire himself, to 
whose influence the change was largely due, the Church 
in France had been subordinated to the Slate, and shorn 
of its old power of persecuting thinkers during life, atid 
insulting their remains after death. Editions upon 
editions of Voltaire’s works had f)ccn issued in France 
since the Restoration, and in spile of attacks upon him 
as a free-thinker by Roman Catholic writers of renown, 
while the literary leaders of the advanced rcpublicatis 
depreciated him on the very plausible ground of his 
alleged lack of sympathy with “ the people,” his 
countrymen felt and acknowledged that to him, in the 
first instance, was due much of the liberty which so 
many revolutions had procured them. Tlie chief French 
panegyric or the occasion of Voltaire’s centenary was 
pronounced by Victor Hugo, who, when a royalist, had 
disparaged him, and who now spoke of him as completing 
the work begun by the founder of Christianity. “Jesus 
wept; Voltaire smiled ”—and so forth. From the 
rhapsodies of Voltaire’s countrymen let us turn to the 
words of truth and soberness spoken, ten years earlier, 
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by a man of science belonging to a nation which had no 
special reason for doing honour to the memory of 
Voltaire, the maligner of the memory of its greatest 
king. A hundred and five years after Voltaire 
quitted Berlin for ever, the Prussians celebrated, in the 
last week of January, iS6S, the 156th anniversary of the 
birth of Frederick the Great. At the celebration of it 
by the Berlin Academy of Science—through his attack 
on whose President, Voltaire deprived himself of an 
enviable home in Prussia—its secretary, a distinguished 
man of science, Du Bois Rcymond, delivered before it 
an address on Voltaire’s scientific work, to which, as has 
been already hinted, he did generous justice. “ When we 
compare,” he said in the course of this address, the 
immeasurable fame of Voltaire during the eighteenth 
century—a fame which at last raised him to be a genuine 
power—with the slight appreciation of him during the 
first half of the present century, there is presented a two¬ 
fold problem of high interest in the history of literature 
and culture. We have to investigate the reason for the 
change, and from the stand-point of to-day to place anew 
on a firm footing the genuine worth and totality of the 
influence exerted by this extraordinary man. That his 
poetry is antiquated, that his theory of art is very limited, 
that his philosophy is shallow, that the weaknesses of his 
character have been published to the world, all this will 
not explain why most of us came to regard him as so un¬ 
important, and with such indifference. Paradoxical as it 
may sound, the real cause of this may be that we are all, 
more or less, Voltairians—Voltairians without knowing it, 
and without being called such. For we are such only as 
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regards that which was eternally true in \ oltnirism, and 
it is only (as Voltaire himself has finely remarked) the 
adherents of a disputed doctrine who arc named after 
its original author. We have been so thoroughly imbued 
by him, that the ideal benefits for which he strove 
throughout a long life, with unwearied zeal, with 
passionate devotion, with every weapon of the intellect, 
above all, with his terrible mockery—that toleration, 
spiritual freedom, human dignity, justice, have become, 
as it were, an element of our natural life, like the air 
we breathe, on which we bestow a thought only when we 
are deprived of it. In one word, whatever once, as it 
fiowed from Voltaire’s pen, was the most audacious 
Thinking, is a common-place to-day.” Such a testimony 
by an eminent modern German to the value of the 
famous Frenchman’s achievements, may filly close this 
unavoidably imperfect sketch of Voltaire’s prolonged and 
complex career. 


THE FNP. 





»x« 




»« 


c 


<Jr 


SRINAGAR 




^ LIBRARY ^ 


Cfass No, 
Book No. 


Accession No. 









INDEX. 


A. 

Acn(i<5mie Fmn^aisc. Voliairc re- 
jected as a cani)i(l.U(% 90*91 ; 
Voltaire elected, 95 ; VoUairr 
director, 186 

A!cml>crl, i\\ 103, 14r, i8a, 185, 
J91, 195 ; Ills letter to Fredcrivk 
describing Voltaire's Iasi hours, 
196 

Algarotli, 78, 86 

•* Alrifc/' 77 

Argensons, lire d*. Voltaire's 
school friends, 29, 30, 92, 95 

Arnaud, d\ Voltaire's rival for a 
short time In Fn’derick's favour, 
103, 106, no 

Arouct. Arm.ind, Volta ire's brother 
ii» 169 

Arotict, Francis, Voltaire's father, 
XI, 12, 16, 20 2 very ansrry with 
Vollairc, 2t, 24: opinion of his 
son, 25, 30; his will, 36-37, 38 

Auniard, Marguerite d'l Voltaire's 
mother, 12, 13 

a 

Pabout,*' 97 


BaiTc, Chevalier dc la, Ixdicadi^i 
for irrcligion, 156, 157 
rk’jruregard denounces Vollairc to 
the French Government. 28; 
has him canctl. 39 
IWnedicI XIV., Fope, calls Vol¬ 
lairc his ** dear son," 94 
Ikrniercs, Marquis do, Voltaire 
lives with. 39, 44 
Iknjrl>on, Due do, 45; rofM«cs to 
prou’ciilc the Chevalier dc Ro¬ 
han. 47 

Ik>y(T, ih.^hop of Mirepoix, 90. 

9>» 9b 9S 
" Brutus," $6 

C. 

Calas, affair of the, 146-150. i6p 
178, 179, 189 
••CanUidc," 133-135. 140 
C'athcrinc II., Oarinaof Russia, 
corrcs|>onden('e with Voltaire, 
160-162, 164. 165. 166, 182, iBo 
Cauniarlin, dc, Voltaire stays 
with, 27 

Cluktcauncuf, Abix' dc, Voltaire's 



201 


hXDEX. 


goclf.nher, inflticnccs his itlcos 
h\ yomh, 12. 13, 15 i 

CJiiilc.iunctif, Martjius do, t.akcs 
Voltairo with him to the H.\que, 

20 

C liatefol. Madame clu, her charac¬ 
ter, 63, 71 ; \'ohairc retires with 
her froitt Paris, 72-74, 77, 80, 
81, 82, 84, 85, 86. 88, 89, 92, 
93, 96, 97, 98 ; her liaison with 
Saintd.aiiiboit. and death. 99- 
lor. to2. 114 

Charles XII., History of, 56 
Choisctd| ^Iini^tcr of Forei^jn 
Affairs, befriends Voltaire, 138, 
143.158.163.164 
Circy, Voltaire settles at, with 
Madame (Ux C'halelct, 72-74, 

75- 77. 70. 92'99 
Coll ini, Voltaire’s secretary^ 127, 
laS 

Crohilh^n, ontrivals Voltaire in 
court favour, too, tot, 102 

Daniilavillc, helps Voltaire in cir¬ 
culating Ids works in Paris, 152 
Denis, Madame, Voltaire's niece, 
keeps hnusc for him, 102, 103, 
127, 128, 131, 140, t6s, 183, 
184. 188; by Voltaire's w ill be¬ 
comes his chief legatee, 197 
Deposilairc, 169 

•'Dicliounaire Philosoj>hiquc,'’ 151 
DidiTot, 103, 170, 171, 177, 185 
Discotirs on vers sur rhomme,” ; 
75 

Dnnoyer, Mademoiselle, Voltaire's j 
love aflTair with, 20-21 1 

E, 

Ecossaise,*’ 144 


"Elements dc la philosopliic dc 
Newton," 78, 79 
" Enfant Prodigue, E*," 77, 98 
" KpUre A Uranic," 41 
Epic poetry, Essay on, hy Voltaire, 
61 

" Eryphilc," 67 

" Essai sur les mocurs " and " Dis¬ 
cours pr6liminairc," 166-168 
Etalhmdo, Gaillard d', arrested 
for irreligion, 156 

F. 

Forney, Voltaire ptjrchascs, 130. 
154 ; Voltaire founds in<lusirial 
colony at, 162-165 ► leaves for 
Paris, 184. 189, 192, 193 
Fletwy, C'ardinal, French Prime 
Minister, sends Voltaire on di{>- 
lornatic missions, 87, 89 
Fonlcnoy, victory of, 9.1 
•* Fragments historiqurs sur 
rinde," i8i 
Fianklin, 185. 189 
I‘r<<leriek the Great, friendship 
\\ M\ Voltaire, 81-83, 84; lx*gins 
seven years* war, 87, 92, 103 ; 
visitc<l by Voltaire at Berlin, 
105-113 ; quarrels with Voltaire 
a)>out Mntipertuis, 116-128; re¬ 
news correspontlence willi VoU 
tniro, 136-138, 140, 151 ; offers 
Voltaire a home at Cloves, 158, 
159; 162, 166, 171, 179, 182, 196, 
200 

Frey lag detains Voltaire at Frank¬ 
fort, 126-128 

G. 

Gaultier, Abb6, 191, 194 
Geneva, Voltaire takes up hts 



lADEX. 


205 


residence near, 130 ; 139. 145. 
152, 153. 162, 163. 164 
Gibbun and VuUairc al Laui- 
anne. 131 
Gocllie, 13a 

H. 

Il.»ri)c.l^j.lu>accoiiiJlofVolUirc’s 
Li^t monicnls, 191 
Mciiriade," 30, 44. S'i 
ilirsch, Ik-rlin Jew, Ills quarrel 
witli Vollairc. 107-110 
••llislory ofjenni.’' l73-*77 
Ilolbach, Uiron d". VoU.ure tuni- 
Ixils hisalhcislic prineiiiles. 171. 
172 

I. 

'* Irene," 184-187 

K. 

Kdni^ otcisions quarrel between 
VolUire and M.uijKrluis, 114, 
115-117 

L. 

Lally condcjnned to death, 180; 
Voltaire afterwards succeeds in 
getting the sentence reversed, 

193- *94 

l,cibnitr, the subject of quarrel 
iKlwcen Voltaire and Mauper- 
tuis, 114, 115 

I>etlrvs sur Ics Anglais," 56-64. 
77. 78 

Lisiroii, earthquake at, Voltaire's 
poem on, 132 

l^ke, Voltaire's admiration for, 
62 

Louis XIV., 23, 140, 166 
Louis XV,. 23. 45. 94, 95i 98: 
patronises CrObillon, loO, 101. 


102. 103. 104. 138 ; refuses to 
alter sentence on I-a Ikirrc, 
158. 163. 164 ; dies. 182. 184 
Louis XVI., 182: displeased at 
Voll.airc's return to I’aris, 185* 
*90. *94 

M. 

'■ Mahomet," 77. 89 
Maittr, I>^Kh•;^v.• ilu, 33, 27 ; Vol¬ 
taire sl.»)s with, 97 
M.iric Anioiiietle. 185 
Marie I^c/inska, wife of Louis 
XV., 45. 96 
M.tria’riicrcs.a, 87, 140 
M.irmontcl, 103, 104 
Maupertuis, 78.86. I12-I13. 114 ; 

Voltaire's <itt.trrcl with, uS't^S 
" Memnon." 97 
MtJropc," 77. 90 

Mignot, Abb6. Voluires nephew 
arranges for his buri.il. 196 
•'Mocurs cl Esprit des Nations," 

77 

Moisnel, 156 
Mond.ain, I-e," 76 
Monibiullis of St. Oiner suffer 
injustice, and are bellied by 
Voltaire, 179 

N. 

Nccker. 182 

Newton, Voltaire's admiration for. 
62 

Ninon dc I'Eiiclos, la, 15. 169 

O. 

•• avdipe." written, 23 ; acted. 
3‘-34 

Orestc," 103 



20G 


INDEX. 


Orleans. iJiikcof. 2.4. 2^. 4^ 

" Orphelin clc la (. hine." 132 

r. 

' IVler Ihe Great. nibtr>ry of.” 
I.JO, 166 

“ l'l(lll>^o|>llc Igiior.uil/' 170 

clour, Mar.juiM cle, 94, C5, 
9 «. 100, loi, 102. 138, 140. 143. 
130, 163 

Pour, l,e. el le Coiilre," 41 
I leeis <ie 1 ’ ihsloire clc l^uis 
‘0»ni)/e," 180 
Pne. Mar(|uisc cle. 43. 47 
PriuccsAc clc Navarre,"’ 93 
•• Piofessiou clc foi dcs ’I heislcs." 
170 

' Piicclle, 77 

Q. 

"O'Jcslions sur I’lincyclopcdic," 
170 

R. 

I\« ymoncl, lJu Hois, aclcirc^ on 
Vollaiic tjiioiecl. 200 
Richelieu. Due clc. (jo, 93. 95, 134. 

158. 180. 185, 192 
Rohaii f liabot, Chevalier eJe, his 
hrulal assaccll on Vollaire, 46- 
48 

■■ Rome Sauvee," acted at Frcdc- 
lick’s Court, lot, 105 
Roinilli, Voltaire Iruricxl at Scel- 
licrc, near, 197 

Rousseau, Jean Baptiste, Voltaire 
writes to, 40 

Rousseau. Jean J.\cciucs, 145, 163, 
197 

Kupclmonde, Madame clc, travels 
to Holland with Voltaire, 41, 45 


I 



S. 

S.i!ut-I-»i»ihett. his li.tisou with 
Mad.inie dll C liAtelet, 99-101 
■■S.iiil." 169 
'■ Jscniirainis." loo 
•■Sieelc cle Louis Quator/c." 77, 
”3 

Sirven, Voltaire l>cfrieiuls the 
family. 154-155. 178. 189 
Stanislaus, lUul.ir king of Poland, 
45 . ‘>9 

Sulh, Due dc, 19, 24, 47 

T. 

■' l einplc de la Gloirc.” 95 
•' Temple clu Gout,'" 67 
Thichiol, 22, 39 

1 toiichin, Voltaire’s physician, 
urges him to return to Ferney, 
1S8. 192, 193, 195 

Turgot. 182, 185 

V. 

Varieourt. NLulemoisellc de. DelU 
ci Donne, adopted by Voltaire, 
>84, 197, 198 
Vie Privero,” 128, 138 
Villars, MarcK;liale de, 33 
Villetle. Marcpiis de, marries y?./* 
et Donne, 183 

V^oltairc, Franfois Marie Arouet 
—birth, II ; parentage, n j 
school life. 13-18; studies for 
the law, 19; goes to Ca6n. ao ; 
goes to the Hague, 20; writes 
“ Le Bourbier," 22; sent to 
Sully. 24: writes ■•CEdipe,” 23 ; 
friendship with Catiinartin, 27 ; 
imprisonment in Bastille, 29; 
begins •* Hcnriadc,” 30 ; lc:av(» 
Bastille for ChUteiiay, 30; 



INDEX. 


207 


adopts name of Vollairc, 30; 
f>ccomt'S ac<|Main(cd wUU the 
Martcbalc tie Villars, 33 ; writes 
the Epitre a Uranic** or Lc 
Pour ct le Contre/' 41 ; g*X'S 
to the Hague, 43 ; fails in 
attempts to ptibli-ii ‘*1^1 
lague/’44; prints it privately, 
44 i obLiins high favour at 
court, 45 ; tpiarrcls with Cheva¬ 
lier tie Rohan, 46*48 ; is im¬ 
prisoned in the Ii,istiUc, 48 ; 
goes to England, 48 ; puhlidics 
Ileiiriade/* 56; writes Ix't- 
tres Philosophiiiucs^ ou I>cltres 
surles AngUis,'* 56-64 ; '* h^say 
on Ei)ic Vtyciry/* 61 ; returns 
to France, 65; tragedy of 
•• brulus " and History of 
Charles Xlh*’ begurt, 56 ; 
acted and printed, 67; pro- 
diicxs “ Kryphile/* ** Zaire/* 
••'Icmpic du Go6t/' 67; Ix*- 
conics intimate with hfadame 
du ChAtcIct, 68 ; successful 
speculations, 69 ; flics to Circy, 
72; writes "Discours cn vers 
sur rhoninic,'* 75 ; also a Irca- 
lisc on tiiclaphysics, 76; " 
hfondain/' 76; " Atzirc/* 77 j 
L*Enfant Pr<Kliguc, 77 ; " Ma¬ 
homet/' 77 ; " Mcroi>e,** 77 ; 

Puccllc/' 77 ; " Sieclc do 
Louis Quatorre/' 77 ; “ Mazurs 
cl Esprit dcs Nations/* 77; 

" Eiements de la philosophic dc 
Newton/* 78, 79; interests 
himself in chemistry, 79 ; makes 
ac<]u.tintance of Frederick the 
Great, 81-83 * fiocs to Urussclsp j 
84; visits Frederick, 86; re- ! 
visits him, 88 ; produces ** Ma- 


hornet/* 89 ; revisits Frederick, 
y<) ; produces " Mefopc/* 90 ; 
trio in \ait) to Ixconie a mem- 
ber of the French Acadenjy. 
90-91 ; returns on a third dij)lo- 
inaiic mission to Frederick. 92 ; 
returns to C irey, 92 ; writes 
Prillcesse dc Nas.irrc/' 93; 
is apjKiinled royal hislonogia* 
pher, 94 ; is p^ai^cd by the 
Po|>e, 94; produces •‘'rem[>le 
de la (iloirc/* 95 ; is ekxted 
rncnilKT of the Ffeiicb Academy, 
95 ; is ap|>ointcd gentlemen of 
thcl>cdcbambcr. 96; gives vent to 
am-jh s|H*cc1i and flics toSceaux, 
97 ; writes " Zadig/’ " lkil>ouc/‘ 
" Memnon,*' 97; returns to 
I'aris, 98 ; flics to Cirey, 99 ; 
\isits Stanislaus, 99; writes 
" Semiramis/* 100 ; '* Rome 

Sauv(:*c,** 101 ; " Oreste," 103; 
returns to P.uis. 102; visits 
Frederick at Berlin, 104 ; gets 
into trouble and alienates the 
king. 107-113; finishes "Sitcle 
de I-^iiii Quaturze,*' 113 ; takes 
the part of Kuriig against Mau- 
iKTliiis, 115-123 ; incurs thereby 
Frederick's di^plc<\surc, 116, 
123-125 ; visits Gotha, 126; 
logins " Annalcs de 1/Empire," 
126 ; goes to Frankfort and is 
ilelained there, 126-128 ; re¬ 
venges himself on Frederick in 
Vic PriY<5c," 128; goes to 
Switzerland, 130 ; writes "Or« 
pbclin dc la Chine/* 132; 
Poem on the Disaster at Lis* 
bon, 132; " Cnndide,** 13^* 
135 ; renews cortcsi^ondencc 
with Frederick, 137; iiurclia&cs 



208 


INDEX. 


Fcrncy, 139: writes "History 
of Pcicr the Grcnt,” 140 ; writes 
*' L'L^ossaisc/* and begins 
his warfare with Christianity 
\ interests himself siic- 
cc'^sfully in the Calas, 142- 
J52 ; writes " Sermon dcs Cin- 
cjnanteb,** 151 ; Dictionnairc 
l‘lii)osof>hiquc/* 151 ; succeeds 
ii) gelling his heterodox works 
printi <1 at Paris «an<I at Geneva^ 
i yZ -154 ; takes up the cause of 
Sirv(*n with success, 154-155 \ 
is frightened at tlio fate of 
llarrc, 156-158; asks Frede¬ 
rick fur leave to repair to 
CIcvcs, 158-159; why ho does 
not avail himself of the pcriuis- 
sion, 159 : begins a correspon- 
<lcnco\vith the Czarina Catherine 
II.« 160-1C2 ; establishes an in¬ 
dustrial colony at F'crncy, 162— 
165; finishes "i-Iistory of Russia 
untlcr Peter the Great/* 166 ; 
completes " Hssai sur Ics 
Mouurs ** with a ** Discours 
Preliminuirc/* 166-1C8 ; writes 
dramas, " I-c Dipositaire,** 169; 
"Said/* 169 ; writes “Ques¬ 
tions sur rEncyclopedic/* 170; 
" Philosophe Ignorant/* 170 ; 
" Profession de F'oi de$ 


Tiicisls/* 170 ; refutes Hol- 
bach's “ Systenie de la 
Nature*' in the article “Dieu/* 
171, 172 ; shows his theism in 
** History of Jenni/* i73’-i77; 
writes "Precis de rilistoirc de 
I^uis Quinze/* 180; interests 
himself in tho fate of I^dly, 
179-X81 ; writes " Fragments 
IliNturitpics sur Tlndc/* 181 ; 
adopts Mademoi:>cUc de V'ari- 
court. 183 ; returns to Paris, 
183^185; produces " Ir6ne/* 
184-1S7 ; falls ill, 185 ; recovers, 
t86 ; is elected director of the 
French Academy, 186 ; received 
at the theatre with acclamations, 
186-187 ; last illncssnnd deatiii 
292-196 ; burial, 196-197 ; Du 
Bois Keymond's address upon 
Voltaire, 200, 20r. 

W. 

Wagniirc, Voltaire's secrctaryi 
184, 191 

Walpole. Horace, 48, 170, 189 

Z. 

“Zadig,** 97 

“ Zaire/* 67 ; actwl at Frederick's 
court, X05 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 


BY 


JOHN P. 

(Brtitsh 


I. WoilKfi. 

II. SilAlXKU Cor.I.^CTIOSS. 
HI. Duamatic WOltKS. 

IV. PohTJtr. 

V. IIlSTOlllCAt. WiUlKH. 

VI. Pnil/I.S»I|*HICAL W<iHK». 
Vi I. liOMANCEfi, LTf. 

VIIL Miscellaneous, ktc*. 


ANDERSON 


l\. I.^TTEIL^, BTC. 

X- 5 SUI J*<>slTITiMrs W' flKS. 

XI. AllKMiIX- 

Rio^rm»1iy, (Vitiiivui, <ic, 
Magn7.it)i> Arti* 1i5, do. 

XII. CunoNOLOoiCAT. List o> 
WOIIK?*. 


[T’AtJ Ii<t 0 / the icorl's of Voltaire is far from eampUU^ 

many oj Ai^ minor briny omitir^}. It ha^f aho found 

luret^sary to give only the Jirei ulition of (he separate u\*rk4 in the 
original,] 


I. WORKS. 

(Rntres dc M. Aronet de YoUtirc. 
La llaye, 1728 « 12 mo. 

T)i 1 k U iUc cnlition of (ho 
xri>t\ui of VtiU.'iiro, aim! cuiitAin^ Iho 
iy.d>pe^ Le lUilUi <Je ta Soti>»e, a 
Svtin^l Bti<l two Couplets (liut by 
VoJlnlrt*), lletode ti Metriatnue, Le 
Mnuvnfs liinao^ (by jx*^ra(id and 
Dominl<i(ie), La Htnnadt oud lU 
Cnfiz/t//. 

Auiong numerouj other cdJttonji 
may be met>(h>fie<), 

hyrt, 2 >oU. ; Am»U*rdniD, 
4 TOli.; Ainnlcrdani, 
4 foU.; Ix^odrcai, 1740, 
l2wo, 0 Tob.; Drcado, 1748 . 8 to« 8 


foU, ; l)rc>*l<‘, 17643, TJiuo. 5 vnN ; 
(icnt'TO, I 7 & 7 * 7 n, Ova, 40 vols.; 
Amiitenlam, ITiM, i'hno, lo toIs. ; 
lAUBAnne, n7o*«U, 8vo, 67 ; 

l.ieKC'i 1771*77, I2ll)a, SO vulii. ; 
<jc’ii(‘ve, 1775, 8vo, 40 vals. ; Kohl, 
1766-1 bo I, 8 to, 72 voli.; 178L'* 

IbuO, bvo, 56 voU.; Paiij, 

Ibioo, G3 voU.; Piirlff, ]817*'JO, ll^uo, 
60 vultf.; i'arfB, IblO *^, 8vo, CC roU.; 
Pori?*, lb28*Z7, bro, 72 fob.; Pnrb, 
1524 3i, bvo, 97 vob.; Vari^ 1820-34, 
bto, 70 fob.; Parb, 1862, 8 to, 13 
vob.; Parb, 1877-56, bvo, 62 toU. 

The Works of Mr. dc Voltaire. 
Translated from tlio French. 
Willi notes, hiNtorica) and 
critical. By Dr. Smollett and 



II 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


others, Vol. 1-25, 

1761.65, 12mo. 

The second and remaminir vola. 
bear the name of Dr. T. l-'roncklin, 
in n<|(litioii to that of Dr. Smollett, 
on the title.paco. Neither of tlioao 
appear to have taken any part in 
the translation. 

The Worka of Mr, i\o Voltaire^ 
translated froin the French, 
with notes* historical, critical, 
and explanatory* by T. Franck- 
liti, T, SruoUett, and others. 
A now edition. 38 vols. 
London* 1778 81* 12rno. 

Works translated from the French, 
with notes* critical and ex¬ 
planatory, hy William Camp* 
bell* J. Johnson* an<l others. 
Under the direction of W. 
Kenrick. 14 foIs. London, 
1775)'80, 870. 

II. SMALLKK COLLKCTIONS, 

The Dance ; Pythagoras; Plato’s 
Dream : [tlie last two translated 
from Voltaire] and other poems, 
l}y S, Barub« London, 1825, 
] 2 mo. 

Le dernier volume dcs (Euvres do 
Voltaire. Contes* Comedies, 
etc. Paris, 1862* 8 vo. 

Dialogues ct Entretieus philo* 
sophiques par Voltaire, 2 vols, 
Paris, 1820* ISino. 

Dictionnairo historiquo dcs 6T4ne* 
nionts remarquables* etc. Paris* 

, 1824* 8 vo. 

Elite do Po 6 sies Fugitives. 5 vols, 
Londres* 17CI-I770* 12iuo. 

L’Ksprit do M. do Vollairo. 
[Paris] 1759, 8 vo. 

Esprit dn Voltaire* etc. Paris* 
1855* 16mo. 

Extraita do Voltaire, Lectures 
litt^raires* pbilosophiques et 


morales* etc, Parl.% 1886, 
18mo. 

Lc JoU Rccueil* on PHistoiro do 
la Qucrelle Littdraire oh les 
auteurs s’amusent cn amusant 
to public. 2 pts, Ocnive* 

1760 01, 8 vo. 

Melanges do Litt^ratiirc ct de 
Morale. 2 vols. Paris, 1S33* 

870, 

Melanges do Litterature pour 
servir de supplement h le 
dernier edition dcs G^uvrea de 
M. do Voltaire, —, 1768* 
12 (no. 

Melanges do LittiSrature* d'Hi.s- 
toire* de Philosophto, etc, 

[Paris] 1761* 870 . 

Troisi&mo Suite des Melanges de 
Podsies* de Litt^rature* d’His* 
toiro et do Plnlosopliie, [Paris* 
1761] 8 vo. 

Nouveaux Melanges* Philoso* 
phiques* Historiques, Critiques* 
etc, 19 pts. [Geneva] 1766- 
1776* 8 vo. 

-Dialogues and Essays* Liter* 

ary and Philosophical, Glas* 
gow* 1764* 12mo, 

^^^Miscellanies ; Philosophical* 
Literary* Historical, etc. Trans¬ 
lated by J, Ferry. London* 

1779, 8 vo. 

-Philosophical* Literary* and 

Historical Pieces, Translated 
by W, S« Kenrick, London* 

1780, 8 VO. 

Kt^langes de Philosophic* par 
Voltaire. 5 vols, Paris* 1837* 
8 vo. 

Melanges de Poesies et do pi&cea 
fugitives de divers genres en 
vers. 2 vols. Lausanne* 1772* 
8 vo. 

Melanges do Politique et de 
I^gisIalioQ, Paris* 1836, 8 vo, 



BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


III 


M^Uof^es liistoriqucs* 4 rols. 
Ptri9, 1822, ISino. 

CEu?rc9 badines de Voltaire. 
Paris, 1820, 18mo. 

(Kuvres Choisies do M. do Voltaire. 
5 vols, —, 1756, 12mo. 

(liuvres Cboi'*ios Je M. do Voltaire. 
Avignon, 1701, 8vo. 

Q-luvffR Clioisio.H flc Voltaire. 33 
vols. Paris, 1838, 8vo. 

(Kuvres Clloi^ies do Voltaire, 

lices aveo prefaces, notes, ct 
variantc**, par George Bvnge»co, 
etc. Pari?, 1887, etc., 8vo. 

(Kuvrea dc Voltaire. Nouvello 
Edition avee <)cs notes et des 
observatiotiH critiques par M. 
Palissot. 55 vola. I'aris, 1702, 
etc., 8vo. 

(Envres de Voltaire. 21 toIs. 
i^aris, 1817, 12fno. 

(KuvrcM &Icd<k*9 d’un an tour cvtM)rc 
qoi n^csi rciird do Franco. 13or* 
lin, 1753, 8VO. 

Opuscules poctiques, ou lo plus 
chariuant dcs rcc ueils, con te¬ 
nant pluaieura pieces fugitives 
do M. dc Voltaire, qui ipont pas 
encore vn )c jour. Amsterdam 
[1773], 24mo. 

Ouvragea Oassiquea dc P^l^gant 
poito M. Arouct, fameux sous 
lo nom do Voltaire. Noiivellc 
Mition. Tom. 1. Oxfonl, 1771, 
8vo. 

Los Pennies do if. dc Voltaire. 
2 pt». —, 1765, 12mo. 

Pciisces ct Maximea do Voltoin*, 
recueilliea por Uend P^riii. 2 
Tola. Paris, 1821, 18ino. 

Pcnf^'ca Philosopliiquca do^ M. 
de Voltaire, ou Tableau Ency- 
clop^diqoc dee Connaissancea 
bumaines, contenant I'esprit, 
priDcipce, tnaximee, etc., do 
Voltaire. —, 1766, 8 to. 


PoDsees, Remarqnes ot Observa¬ 
tions de Voltaire. Ouvrage 
posthnme. Paris [18021, Svo. 

Pieces inedites dc Voltaire, iin- 
prim^os dapris les inanuscrits 
originaux, pour faire >uile aux 
ditlt-reiites ijditions puhli/es 
jusqu’A cc jour. Paris, 1 '‘20,8vo. 

Pieces Nouvcllfsde M. dc Voltaire. 
Amsterdam, 1762, 8ve. 

Piices recucillies dc MM. tie \ul- 
taire et Piron, etc, —, 1711, 
8vo. 

La IMiilosopliio <lc Voltaire, avoc 
UQO introiliictioii tt iles notes, 
par Krn. P>er?ot. Paris, 1S48, 
18mo. 

La I'liilosophio et le Fanati>me, 
]ur Voltaire. Paris, 1876,1 '^ino. 

Poctiqiie do M. de Voltaiie, ou 
Oh»«ervations rccucillics di* sen 
ouvrages conccrnaiit la verhifiea- 
tioii r'ran^aise, etc. (^cl»^vo, 
176*1, 6vo. 

Lo PorUdcuillc Trouvi, ou Tab- 
lettea d'uri Curieux. 2 vols. 
Geneve, 1757, 12ina. 

Premier, Second, ‘Iroisieine, etc.— 
Dixiimo Hccucil do Nouvcllcs 
Pieces Fugitives do M. de Vol* 
toirc. 10 vola. Genivv, 1762* 
1775, 8vo. 

Rccucil do divers traitds sur Piilo- 
uenco et la podaie, par Fenclon, 
o Sillcry . . . et Voltaire. 2 
vols. Anistordam, 1731, 12ino. 

Recueil do Piices cn vers ct cii 
pro^. Amsterdam, 1750, 12rno. 

Hfcueil dc Pifccc.s fugiiivcs on prose 
ct cn yers. [Paris] 1740, 8vo, 

Rccucil de Pieces fugitives. 12 
vols. I^rliu, 1766, 8vo. 

Recuoil d'Epltrcs, Satires, Contes, 
Odea et Pieces fugitives du poito 
phiiosopboi etc. Londres, 177L 
Svo. 



JV 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


R^sum6 (le PHistoire Gcn^rale^ 
par Voltaire. Paris, 1826, 
18mo. 

Kliotorique ct Po6tiquo do VoP 
taire, etc. Paris, 1828, 8vo. 

Lc Tresor du Parnasse, ou le plus 
joli dcs Rccucils. 6 vols. 
Londres, 1762-1770, 12iuo« 

VoUniie. Edition public par JI, 
'I'ouquet. 15 vols. Paris, 1820, 
12iuo. 

Voltaire on un voluiiie, par J. B. 
(louriet. Paris, 1821, 12mQ. 

Voltaire. CEuvrus Clioisics. Kdi* 
tion de Ccntoiiaire, SO Mai, 
1^78. Paris, 1878, 8vo. 

Voltaire. (Kuvrcs CUoisics. Paris 
[1889], Svo. 

Voltaire Chretien. Preuvea tirdea 
de SOS ouvragcs, auivics de 
I)i6cca roligieuses et morales du 
memo auteur, Paris, 1820, 
18riio. 

Voltairiana, or Recueil clioisi dcs 
bon moU, plaisantorica, sar- 
castnes, etc., de Voltaire, etc* 
Paris, 1819, 8ro. 

Voltairians; selected and traos- 
latcd by Mary Julia Young. 
4 Tola. LoodoD, 1805, 12mo. 

HI. DRAMATIC WORKS. 

Le ThdAtre de M* de Voltaire. 
Nouvelle Edition q^ui contient 
un recueil complct do toutcs lea 

S iscos do thd&tro qui Pauteur a 
0 Dn<Se 8 jusqu’ ici. 4 vola. 
Amatordam, 1753, 16mo. 
Ouvragcs Dramatiques avcc lea 
pieces rolativea a chacun. 4 
vola. [Geneva] 1756, 8vo. 
Supplement aux (Euvres Drama- 
tiquea de Voltaire. Geneva, 
1763, 8vo. 


CEuvrcs de Th4&tre de M. de 
Voltaire, 5 vols. Paris, 1764, 
12mo. 

CEuvres do Th4&tre. 6 vols. 
Paris, 1767, 4to. 

Lo Th45tre de M. de Voltaire. 
6 vols. Amsterdam, 1768-70, 
ICino. 

Th^Ure Complet de M. do Vol¬ 
taire. 8 vols. Lausanne, 1772, 
Svo. 

Lo 4 Cliefs-d'CEnvro dramatiques 
de M. de Voltaire. 3 vols. 
Gonive, 1778, 12mo. 

Theatre de Voltaire augment^ de 
deux piiccs qui ne so trouvent 
pas dans Ics Editions pr^cdd- 
cntes. 10 vols. Londres, 
1782, 16mo. 

—Another edition. 8 vols. 

Amsterdam, 1782, 18mo. 

CEuvrcs de Thdatre. 6 vols. Neuf- 
c)i5tol, 1783, 8vo« 

Th4dtro Complet de M. de Vol¬ 
taire conforme A la derni^ro 
Edition. 9 vols. Caen, 1788, 
12mo« 

Th4&tre de Voltaire. 12 vols. 

Paris [1801], 18mo. 

Tb4&tro do Voltaire. 6 vols. 

Paris [1803], d2iDO. 

Chefs - d'(Euvre dramatiquos de 
Voltaire. 4 vols. Paris, 1808, 
18mo« 

TbMtre Cboisi de Voltaire. 8 
vols. Paris, 1823, 18mo. 

Chefs - d’CEuvre dramatiques de 
Voltaire. 6 vols. Pans, 1824, 
S2mo. 


TlicAlre Choisi de Voltaire. 7 
vols. Paris, 1831-32, Svo. 
Chefs - d'QSuvre Dramatiqno de 
Voltaire. 4 vols. Paris, 1838, 
18mo. 

Tb4&tre do Voltaire. Paris, 1842, 
12mo. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


V 


Chefs' (l*<£uvre Drumatiques do 
Voltaire, Farid, ]847t 8vo. 
Thddtre ChoUi de Voltaire. Paris, 
1849| ]2mo. 

Theatre de Voltaire, Paris, 1854, 

8 VO. 

Thi'dtrc Choisi do Vollairo. Paris, 
1870, ISnio. 

Theatre Ccm[)let de Voltaire, 
l^aris, 1873, 8vo. 

Theatre de Voltaire. Paris [1874], 
181110 , 

Theatre do Voltaire. Paris, 1875, 
18tno. 

Theatre Choisi de Voltaire. Paris, 
1870, 12nio. 


Addlahle do Guesclio, trag^die 
represent^ pour la preuiicro 
foia lo 18 Jotivicr 1734, etc. 
Paris, 1765, 8vo. 

Alziro ou Ics AmiiricaiDb, trag£<)ie 
roiird^entde pour la premiere 
fois d Paris, le 27 Jaovitr 1736. 
Paris, 1736, 8vo. 

-Alzira : a tragedy [translated 

from Voltaire by A. Hill], 
Ix>hdon, 1730, 8vo. 

-Another edition. Dublin, 

1736, 8vo. 

Another edition. [London, 
1760] 8vo. 

~^Anotlier edition. London, 
1779, 8VO. 

-Another edition. London, 

1791, 8vo. 

In toL Tii. of **D«ir« British 
Th Cairo.** 

Le Brutus de &1, do Voltaire. Avec 
uu discours aor la trag^die. 
Paris, 1781, 8vo. 

—Discourse on Tragedy, etc. 
London, 1781, ^vo. 

Le CafTi oo L’Ecoaaaiae, coiiij* 
die par M. Hume, tradoito 


en Fiauy^ii. Loudres, 1700, 
12mo. 

— The CidFec-Mouse; or fair 
fugitive. A comedy of five acts, 
written by Air. Voltaire [en¬ 
titled **Lo Cafe, ou PKcos* 
saise.'^J. London, 17G0, Svo. 

Chariot, ou la CouiCesse de Givri. 
I^iecb drauiati<tae, etc Gvnevc, 
1767, 8vo. 

Le Comte dc Hoursonfie, ou Ivs 
Agienicnts du Droit (rAincsse, 
coni^^dio. Puris [18*^0], 32mo. 

Till.'* Is V£(hanjf untlcr another 
title. 

Lc Comte dc Boursoutlc, ou Made- 
moiscllo do la Cochouni6rc: 
cofnedic*boufTe en trois actes et 
en prose, etc Paris, 1662.12ruo. 

This Is a new version of VEthan^e. 

Le Depositaire: com<idic on vers 
et en cinq aclcs. Gen6vc, 1772, 
8vo. 

Don Pedre, roi de Castillo, tra« 
gthiio et Autrea piices. [Geneva] 
1775, 8vo. 

Le Droit du Scignenr: comddioon 
vers. Geiiive, 1763, 8vo. 

E/O Due d'Alen^ori, ou les Frirca 
Ennemis, tragedic. Paris, 1621, 
8vo. 

Lo Due de Foil, tragedie. l*aris, 
1752 , 8vo. 

L'Kciiauge, ou quand cst<ce qu'on 
me marie t Coiuedio en deux 
Aclc9. Vienne, 1761, 8vo. 

L’^cuei] du Sage, com^die. 
Vienne, 1764, 8vo. 

L'Enfaut Prodigue: commie en 
vers dissillabea roprdseotrSo 
aur le th^lre de la Com^die* 
Tran 9 aise, le 10 Octobre, 17S6« 
Paris, 1738, 8vo. 

-The Prodigal. [A prose 

translation of '' L'Enfaut Pro* 

dlgno.*’] [LoodoD» 17601] 8vo. 



VI 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


L'Envicux: conicHlic on (roisaclos 
ct en vers, etc* Taris, 1834, 

. 8 VO. 

£ri(»)ii]e, tra^cdio i!e M. de 
Vohuiro, tc|>roscntce |>.ir Ics 
comediehs ordinairo^ ilu roi, ]o 
Vvndudi 7 Mars 1732, Paris, 
177.*, Svo. 

La l‘\*nnno qui a raison : conuMic 
en irois acto<, on vers, Geiicvo, 
1759, 12ino. 

Lcs Giicbros ou la Toleiancc : tia* 
R^lio par M. I) • ♦ * M * * *. 
[Ociicva] 1709, Svo. 

II(5ro<lu ct Mariaiiinc, traj;edic. 
Paris, 1725, Svo, 

L’Indiscrot, com^dic. Paris, 
1725. Svo. 

ireue, tran(<dic representoo pour la 
>mni6ro fois, lo 16 Mars 1778, 
*aris, 1779, Svo. 

L<’s Loix do Minos ou Aslerio; 
tra^odio en cinq actes. Geneve, 
1773, Svo. 

Mahomet, trag^die, represent iJe 
8 nr le th&itro do la Coin61ie« 
I‘>an 9 aiso, lo 9 Aodt, 1742* 
liruxelles, 1742, Svo* 
Unautliorisod editloD. 

■ 1.0 Fanatisme on Mahomet 

lo Proph^to, trag<Jdie, Anister^ 
dam, 1743, Svo, 

First nutboriHcd edition. 

-Mahomot the Impostor* A 

tragedy [adapted from the 
French of Voltaire] by J, 
Miller, Londofi, 1744, Svo* 
Numerous editions. 

La Meropo Frau^'aise avec quel- 
iiues petites pieces da Litt4ra- 
turo, Paris, 1744. Svo* 

-Morope ; a tragedy. Trans¬ 
lated from the Freueb of M, de 
Voltaire by J, Theobald, etc. 
[London. 1744], Svo, 

Merope, A tragedy [adapted 


from Voltaire] by Aaron Hill. 
London, 1749, Svo* 

Numerous editions. 

La Mort lio Ce^a^, tragedic. 
Kouvellc (Edition, corrigdo ot 
nngmrntie par PAuteur* Lon- 
dres, 1736, Svo. 

An uninthoriHcil edition was 
printed the previous )var at Atu- 
stordam. 

Natiine. comcdic en trois actes, 
on vers do dix syllabcs. Paris. 
1749, Svo* 

Octavo et le jeunc Poinpdo on lo 
Triumvirat. avec des remarques 
snr lea proscriptions. Amstcr* 
<Uin, 1767, Svo* 

OCdipe. tragedie en cinq actes. 
etc. Paris, 1719, Svo. 

Oliinpic. tragddio nouvello do M« 
do Voltaire, suivio do Kctnar* 
ques historiques* Franefort, 
1763. Svo* 

Oreate, tragedie* Paris, 1750. Svo, 

L*Orpholin do la Chine, tragedie 
repr^sent4e pour la pronu6ro 
fois k Paris, le 20 AoOt. 1766* 
Paris. 1765. 12mo* 

——The Orphan of China: a 
tragedy translated from the 
French of M* de Voltaire* 
London. 1756, Svo* 

Numerous editions. 

Les P^lopides ou Atr4e et Thicsto. 
tragedie* Geneve. 1772, Svo* 

La Princesse de Navarre, com^die* 
ballet* [Paris, 1745] Svo, 

La Prudo on la Gardeuse de 
Cassette. comtSdio on cinq actes. 
en vers, de dir syllabes, Paris. 
1759. Svo. 

Rome Sauv4e. tragedie. Berlin. 
1752, 12mo. 

— - Rome Preserved: a tragedy. 
Translated from the French of 
M« de Voltaire, London^ 1760. 
Svo* 



BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


vn 


Saul» traycdio lirc'o do IV'criliirc 
sairitc. —, 1755 , 8vo, 

■ Saul; a ilrania* Translate<l 
from the Frcncli of .M. do 
Vohaire. By Oliver Miirtext, 
of Arden. London, 1820, Svo. 

Les Scythes, trak'edio. Nouvtllc 
edition, corrigeo et angmeiitco 
eur cello de Genive. Pari^, 
1707, Svo. 

La Trugoilie de Semiramiset quel- 
ques aotrcH pieces du Littera- 
lure. Paris, 17-19, Svo. 

-Somirainifl: a tragedy. Trans¬ 
lated from the French of M. do 
Voltaire. London, 1700, Svo. 

Another edition. Dublin, 
1700, 12mo. 

Socrate, ouvra^e drainatiuiio 
traduit de PADglaia de feu 
M. Tompson. Amsterdam, 
1759, 12U10. 

> Socratca, a tragedy of three 
acts, translated from the 
French of Monsieordc Voltaire. 
London, 1700, 12uio. 

SophonisU*, tragidie do Miiirot 
rc|>arco h Dcur Paris, 17/0, 
Svo. 

Tancrcdi tragddie cn vers croBes 
ft en cinq aclea, etc. Paris, 
1761, Svo. 

-Alinida, a tragedy. [Altered 

from Voltaire’s Taucride.**] 
By 0 lady (>!rs. Celisia]. 
London, 1771, Svo. 

'A'lnple do la Cloiro, fete 
docm^o A Vcraaillea lo 27 
Novembre 1745. [Paris, 1715] 
Svo. 

Fragn>er>t do Tbdriso. [Paris, 
18S0] Svo. 

Zayre, tragedio. Rouen, 1733, 
8 ro. 

■ ■■ The Tragedy of Zara. 
[Adapted from Voltaire’s Zaire 


hy Aari»n Hill.] I/»ndun, 
1730, ^vo. 

Numerous c3iii*'»u5. 

- y.xirv. A dramatic puoiu. 

Id live acts. Translated fiom 
the French t ragedy in I o 
Englisli rlijnic vvrso by A. 
Wallace. Worthing, j 4, 
Svo, 

Zuliino, trag**lm cn cinq ados. 
Geneve, 17tJl, Svo. 


IV. POKTKY. 

Melanges de Poetics, etc. 2 vols. 
Lau^inno, 1772, Svo. 

ypuyoile edition coubidvr- 
nblctnent AUgnicntcc, etc. 2 
vols. [Paris] 1773, 12ma. 
Voltaire Po4lo. Kouvollo edition, 
etc. 15 vols, Paris, 1798, Svo. 
Poesies de Voltaire. 6 vols. 
Paris, 1823, Svo. 


Bataillo de Fontciioy. Poiine. 
Paris, 1745, 4to. 

Ih^guvule, conic moral. 1772, 
Svo. 

liCS Cabalcs, a*uvre pacifique. 
—, 1772, Svo. 

Lo Cantique des Couliqnes cn 
vers. Paris, 1759, Svo. 

Ce qui plait aur dames, conte. 

Paris, 1704, Svo. ^ 

Lcs Chovaux et Ics A nos ou 
{•hrennes aux Sols. [ —, 1761] 
Svo. 

Contes do Guillaume > ado. 

[Geneva] 1704, Svo. 

Contes et Podsles divcrscs. A 
La Haye, 1777, 18mo. 

Contes et Poiaies divcrscs. 

Lend res, 1780, ISmo. 

Only three copies p^Ud on 
Teltum, one of which Is in ihs 
British Museum Library. 



VIII 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Contes eii vers, satires «t |)ocsics 
mel(5cs do Voltaire. Paris 
[ 1800 ], 18mo. 

Contes eii vers, satires ct podsics 
melees. Paris, ISOS, 8vo. 
Contes cn vers, satires ct poddies 
nieliics. Paris, 1822, ISmo. 
Contes, satires, dpitres, potties 
divcrses.etc. Paris, 1841,12iiio. 
Poeincs sur lo Desnstro de Lis- 
boniioet sur U Loi Nalurelle, 
avee dea prefaces, dos notes, 

etc. Gctiive [1756], 8vo. 
Poeinos sur 1% Reli/iion Natu- 
rello ct aur la Destruction do 
Lisbooue. —, 1756, 8vo. 
Dialogue de Pdgaso et du VieiU 
lard. [Gcdovo, 1774] 8vo. 

Lo Dimancho ou Ics Filles do 
Alinde. Poeiiio adressd par M. 
do Voltaire, sous le nom de M. 
de la Visclide, Madamo 
Harnancho. Londres, 1775, 8vo. 
[Discours cn vers sur rHoniino.] 
Epitres sur lo IJonhcur, la Li- 
bertd, et I’Envie. Amsterdam, 
1738, 8vo. 

Theso are tho first thro© of 
tho soven '’Discoun ea vers sur 
I'Homme." 

-Epistles translated from the 

French, or happiness, liberty, 
and envy. Dy W. Gordon. 
London, 1738, 8vo. 

- Three epistles in tho ethic 
way. From the French—viz,, 
1, Happiness; 2, Ficedom of 
will ; 8, Envy. London, 1738, 
8vo. 

A free {mitAtion of Voitairo's 
“Disfours 8ur rilomuie": entirely 
diilcrent from Qordoa's translation. 

Discour.s en vers sur ies Evdne* 
meiits do I’Annde 1744. Paris, 

. 1744, 8vo. 

Epitre do M. do V*** en arrivant 
dans sa terre pr4s du Lac de 


Geueve, eii Mars 1755. [—, 
17551] 4to. 

Epitro de M. do Voltaire h Mdllo. 

Clairon. [—, 1761] 8vo. 

Epitre de AI. do Voltaire A 
Madamo Denis sur I’Agricul- 
, tore. [—, 1761] 8vo. 

Epitre A PAuteur dn livre dcs 
Prois Iinposteurs. [—, 1709] 
. 8vo. 

Epitre nu Roi de In Chine sur son 
Reciieil de Vers qu’il a fait 
, imprimer. [—, 177u]8vo. 
Ejiitre A Horace. , 1772] 8vo. 
Epitro A un Homme. [Geneva, 
, 1776] 8vo. 

Epitres, Satires, Contes, Odes ot 
piAccs fugitives du poAte philo- 
sophe,dont plusieurs n'ontpoiiit 
encore paru, etc. Londres, 
, 1771, 8vo. 

Epitres, Stances et Odes. 2 vols. 
, Paris, 1828, 32mo. 

Epitres, Satires, Epigrammes do 
Voltaire, suivis de fragments 
de la Pucolle. Paris, 1874, 8vo. 
La Guorre Civile do GcuAve, ou 
Ies Amours do Robert Covelle. 
Poomo hdrolque. Besancon. 
1768, 8vo. ^ 

The Civil War of Genova; or, 
tho Amours of Robert Covelle, 
an heroic poem. Translated 
from the French, by T. Teres. 
London, 1769, 12mo. 

La Ligne ou Henri le Grand. 
[La Henriadc.] Poemo ^pique. 
GenAve, 1723, 8vo. 

La Ilenriailo appeared for tho 
firHt time under this title. 

-La Hcnriade. Londres, 1728, 

4to. 

-The Honriade of AI. de Vol¬ 
taire. London, 1729, 8vo. 

“No. 1 of the Herculean Labour," 
by Ozell. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


IX 


- Uroriade^ an epick poem 
translated from the French into 
English blank verse; to which 
are now added the argument to 
each canto» and largo note^, 
historical and critical [by J. 
Lockmau]. London, Svo. 

-Another edition* London, 

1797. 4lo* 

-Ariotlier edition. Translated 

by D. French, Esq. Loinlon, 
1607, 8vo. 

-Translation of the ninth 

canto of Voltaire's Henriad. 
[l^ndon] 1812, 16rno. 

-Another edition. Translated 

by C. L. Jouca. Mobile, 1884, 
12mo. 

—^The Hooriad. (TranBlatcd 
into English verse.] London, 
1854, 8vo. 

pp. 877 520 of CapUIn JL O. 
Mnegregor's Iinlian Leisure." 

Jean qui pleure et Jean qui rit. 
Lausanne, 1772, 8vo. 

Le Marseillais et le Lion. —, 
1708, 8vo. 

Lo Mondain. [—, 1736 7] ]2mo. 

KoQvelle Epilre au Koi par h\. 
de Voltaire. Presentee h Sa 
Majcstii an camp devant Fri* 
bourg le 1 Novembro 1744. 
[Paris, 1744] 4to. 

Ijo Pauvro Liable. Paris, 17^8 
[1760],,4to. 

Pooniea, Kfiitres et antres Poisies. 
GcDive,^1777, 18mo. 

Poemea, Epiircs ct aiitrea Po^^ics. 
Londros, L 79, ISmo. 

Poemea et Disconra en vers de 
Yoluiro. I^aris, 1800, 18nio. 

Fr4ois do rEccl^iaste on vers. 
Paris, 1759, 8vo. 

La pQcelle d'Orl^na, poeme 
b4roi'ComlQQe, etc* Louvain, 
1766| 12ido* 


-La Fucelle, or The ilaid of 

Orleans translated from the 
Ffc’nch. L4>ndon, 1781, 4lo. 
-The Maid of Orleans. Cantos 

1 to h in Engli&b verse. Lon¬ 
don, 1785, 4lo. 

-Li Pncillc. From the 

French. The first, second, 
thir<l, fourth, and htth cantos. 

2 pts. London, 1769, 4to. 

-La Pucclle, or the Maid of 

Orleans, with the autlior's pre- 
face and original notes. (Py 
Lady Charlcville.) 2 vola. 

[Dublin] 1796-97, 8vo. 

Primtely printed. 

■ The Maid of Orleans, or La 
Pucelte of Voltaire. Translated 
into English vorso; with notes 
by W. H. Ireland. 2 vols. 
London, 1822, 8vo. 

^iupperaso^L 

La Religion Katurcllc. Potimo on 
quatre parties. Geneve, 1756, 
12mo. 

Ls Kusse h Paris. [—, 1760) 4lo. 
Lc*s Si'limes. [—, 1772] 8vo, 

I>a Tactiqne. Piiicc do vers. [—, 
1773 1] 8vo. 

Lo Temple du Goust. [Rouen] 
1733, 8VO. 

—The Temple of Ta^te. 
don, 1734, 8vo. 

Temple de I'Aniitie et le 
Temple du GoOt. [Rouen] 1733, 
12mo. 

Ix*s Trois Empereursen Sorbonne. 
—, 1768, 8vo. 

La Vanit^*, parun frire do la doc* 
trinecbidtienno. [—, 17CO]4to. 

V. HISTORICAL WORKS. 

Annalos de TEmpiro depuU Char* 
lemagno, etc* 2 vola. B&let 
1758, 12mQ. 



X 


BIBL lOGRA PH K 


-AniuU of the Empire from 

the Itnio of Charlemagne^ otc. 
2 vols. London, 1755, I2mo. 

-Annals of the Empire; from 

tho reign of Cliarlemagiie. 
TransJaled from tho French of 
Voltaire constituting a part of 
a complete edition in English of 
the works of that writer by D. 
Williams, I [. DownmaOi etc. 
London, 1781, Sro. 

Essay sur I'Mintoiro G^n^ralc et 
aur les Mneurs ct TEsprit des 
Nations, depuia CharUmagoe 
.jusiiu* h nos jours. 7 vols. 
[Genova] 1755, 8vo. 

■ -The General History and 

State of Europe. 3 vols. Edio* 
burgh, 1758, 8vo. 

■ An Essay on Universal 

History ; the manners and 
Spirit of Nations from Charlo- 
magneto Loafs XIV. 3 vols. 
Edinburgh, 1758, 12mo. 

-An is^ay on Universal 

History. Translated, with 

additional notea and chrono* 
logical tables, by M. Nageot. 
Tho third edition, revised. 4 
vols. Dublin, 1769, 12mo. 

—Another edition* 6 vols. 

London, 1761, 12mo* 

— -Another edition. 8 vols. 

London, 1777, Timo. 

-Another edition. 6 vols, 

London, 1825, 12mo. 

Abr<ig4 de THistoiro Universelle, 
depuis Charlemagne jusqu* h 
Charles V. 3 vols. Haye, 

1753, 12mo. 

■ The general history and state 
of Europe from the time of 
Charlemain to Charles V. With 
a preliminary view of the 
Oriental empires. [Translated 
from the Abr4g4 de THistoire 


Universelle.] London, 1754, 
8vo. 

Histoire de Charles XII., roi de 
Sue>lo. 2 vols. Basle, 1731, 
12mo. 

-The History of Charles XIL, 

King of Sweden, translated from 
tho French, etc. 2 pis. Lon- 
don, 1732, 8vo. 

—Second edition, corrected. 
London, 1732, 8vo. 

-Third edition. London, 1732, 

8vo. 

-Fifth edition. 2 pts, Lon¬ 
don, 1733, 12mo. 

-Seventh edition. 2 pts. Lon* 

don, 1740, 12ino. 

-The History of Charles XIL, 

King of Sweden, etc. [Trans¬ 
lated from the French of Vol¬ 
taire. By Andrew Henderson T] 
London, 1734, 4to. 

-—Another edition. London, 
1739, 12mo. 

-Another edition. Glasgow^ 

1760, 12mo. 

-Another edition. A new 

tranalntion from the last Paris 
edition. London [1802 f], 12mo. 

Another edition. Morpeth, 
1808, 8vo. 

-The history, life, end cara- 

E signs of Charles the Twelfth. 
fOndoD, 1853, 8vo» 

ToL L, Biography. The Universal 
Library. 

-Another edition. Edioborgh, 

1878, 8vo* 

Histoire de la Guerre de 1741* 
2 pts. Amsterdam, 1755, 12mo. 
'»The history of the war of 
seventeen hundred and forty- 
one. Id 2 parts* London, 
1756, 8vo. 

■ ■ Second edition* In 2 parts. 
1766, 8vo. 



DIBUOGRAPIIY. 


XI 


,■ ■-Second edition. Carefully 
r©?ise<l, etc. Dublin, 1766, 

12mo4 

-Another edition. [London] 

175C, 12mo4 
lliHtoire do rEinpirc 

KOU6 Pierro le Grand. 2 toui. 
Geneve, 1769-63, 3vo. 

Tlie Hisiory of the Russian 
Empire under Peter the Great. 

2 vols. Lon<lon. 1763. Svo. 
llistoirc du I’arlciueiit do Pari:», 
par SI. L*Abb<5 Big. 2 fob. 
Amstcnlaiii, 1769, &vo. 

La Pliilosophio do PUbtoire. 
Genivc» 1765, Svo. 

Tliis work l>ccaai© tn 1700 tbo 
Intrwluctlon to Iho •* nnr les 

Ma-iirs" iotbo quarto cdUiun of the 
works. ' 

-The Philosophy of History. 

London, 1766, Svo, 

--Another edition, Londoo, 

1822, Svo. 

Lv Slide .le r^uis XIV., rabli6 
par M. do Frauchovillo, etc. 2 
fols. Berlin, 1761, 12mo. 

An cKsay on the age of Louis 
XIV., by Mr. de Voltaire, being 
his iiitroductioo to the woik. 
Translated from the French by 
Mr. Lockuian. London, 1739, 
Svo. 

Tlie Age of Louie XIV. 2 
vole, Dublin, 1752, 12nko. 
.—Now edition, corrected by 
Mr. Cbambaud. 2 vole. Lon¬ 
don, 1753, 12nio. 

-The Age of Louie XIV., to 

which ia added an Abstract of 
the Age of Louie XV., with 
notes, critical and explanatory, 
by TL Griflitb* 8 foU. Ix>d- 
don, 1779, Svo. 

8Tipp)4cDcnt an 8i^le do Louie 
AlV.» CaUlina, trag^ie, et 


aulrcs pieces du uiccnc auteur. 
Dresde^ 1763, Svo. 

Piiicie du Sieclc do Louis X\. 
Servant do suite au Siecle do 
Ivouib XIV. du mCino auteur. 

2 vob. Geneve, 1769, 12ii*o. 

-The Ago of lyOUisXV. Ueing 

the sequel of tho Age of I>>uis 
XIV. Trah-sUlod from tho 
French of M. do ^ oltairc. 2 
vols. London, 1770, 12mo. 
——Another edition. 2 vols. 
Ix»n<ion, 1774, 12mo. 

VI. PHILOSOPHICAL 
WORKS. 

Dii'tionnairo Philosophiiiuo Porta- 
tif. Ix>udres, 1764, Svo. 

_Tho Philosophical Dictionary 

for the pocket. TraiielaUtl, 
with notes, etc. London, 1765, 
Svo. 

■ —Another edition. Loudon 
[1767]. 12mo. 

_IMnlosophieal Dictionary ; or 

tho opinions of modern philo* 
sopliers on metaphy.sical, moral, 
and political hubjccte. 4 vole. 
Lonuor>, 1766, 12mo« 

_Another edition. Ixindon, 

1796, IVmo. 

_Another edition. 2 vole. 

Edinburgh, 1807. l2mo. 

_Another edition. 0 vole. Ivon- 

don, 1824, 12ino. 

_Another edition. New ^ oik, 

1635, Umo. 

_Another edition. 2 vob. 

London, 1843, 12nio, 

- Aiiothf^r edition. 2 vole. 

Boston, 1852, Svo. 

Questions sor PEncyclopOdle par 
desAmalcora. 9 vols. tGonevaJ 
1770-72, 8fo* 



xw 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


VI]. liOMAMCES, TALES, Ere. 

Kccueil des Romans do M. de 
Voltaire, contenaiit liabouc, 
Alomnoii, Microiiie«a<!, I^c .Son^e 
do I'lntoii, Los Voy.iges «le 
Scftrmentado, Zadig ot Candide. 
2 vols. [Paris] 1764. 12mo. 

Reouoil de Romans Moranx et 
Philosopliiquos. 2 vola. Ncuf- 
cliiltel, 17/1, 12mo. 

Romans et Contes Pliilosophiques. 
2 v</ls. Loridros, 1775, 12ino. 

Numerous other oditioua. 

Koinaiices, Tales, ami smaller 
pieces. 2 vola. London, 1794, 

8 70 . 

-Another edition. Romances, 

Novels, and Tales. 2 vols. 
London, 1806, 8vo. 

Tho Philosophical Tales, Rom¬ 
ances, and Satires of R!. de 
Voltoire. London, 1871, 8ro. 

Voltaire’s Romances. Translated 
the French. A new 
edition. With numerous illus¬ 
trations. New York, 1885, 8vo. 

Jeannot and Colin—Zadig—Micro- 
megas, etc. (Uigh Bunt's 
Classic Tales, vol. ii.) London, 
1807, 12mo. 


Uabouc, or the World as it goes. 
By Voltiire. To wliich are 
added letters concerning bis 
disgrace at tho Prussian Court. 
With his letter to his niece on 
that occasion, ete. Loudon, 
1754, 8vo. 

Babouc, ou le Monde Cemme il 
▼a, first appeared in tom. viii. of the 
Oturrea de Voltaire, published at 
Dresden in 1748. 

-Another edition. Dublin, 

1754, 12mo. 

Candide ou POptimieme. Traduit 


do PAIIcmand de M. le docteur 
Ralph. [Genova} 1759, 12mo. 

-Candid : or, All for the Beat. 

London, 1759, 12mo. 

-Anolhor edition. Edinburgh, 
1773, 12mo. 

-The History of Candid ; or, 

All for tho Best. Translated 
from the French of M. Voltaire. 
Cooke’s edition. London [1796], 
12 ino. 

—Voltaire’s Candide; or, Tho 
Optimist, etc. With an intro¬ 
duction by H. Morloy. Lou¬ 
don, 1884, 8vo. 

Part of •• Morlev'a Universal 

Library." 

Histoire de Jenni, ou lo Sage et 
I’Athee, par M. Sherloe. Tra¬ 
duit par M. de la Caille. Lon- 
dre,s, 1776, 8vo. 

-Young James ; or, the Sage 

and the Atheist. London, 1776, 
8 vo. 

Tho History of the voyages of 
Scarmentado: a satire; trans¬ 
lated from the French. London. 
1767, 8vo. 

The “Uistoiro des Voyages de 
Scarmentmlo” appeared In 1750 In 
^ tom. V. of Voltaire's CKuore#. 
L’liomine aux quaranto 4cu8. 
[Geneva] 1768, 8vo. 

' The Man of Forty Crowns. 
London, 1769, 8vo. 

L'Ing4nu, histoire veritable tir4e 
des manuscrits du P^re Quesnel. 
Utrecht, 1767, 8vo, 

— ■The Pupil of Nature; a true 
history, found amongst the 
papersof FatherQuesnel. Trans- 
laUd from the original French 
[entitled “L’lng^nu," also called 
“ Le Huron”] of M. de Voltaire. 
London, 1771, 12mo. 

- The Sincere Huron, a true 
history. Translated from the 



BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


xin 


Frencli by F. Ashmore. Lon¬ 
don, 1786, 8vo. 

——Anottier edition, London, 
1601. 12mo. 

Les Lettres d'Amabed, etc. Tra- | 
doites par I'ubbe Tainponet. 
[Gt-oeva, 1769) 8vo. 

Le klicromegas Uc &I. de Voltaire. 

Londres [1752], 12nio. t 

■ Micromegas: aconiicroriiance. ; 
Translated from the Frcucli. . 
London, 1793, 12ino. 

The Ears o( Ix>rd Ciiesterfield ami i 
Parson Goodman. Translated 
by J. Knif^ht. Born, 1786, 
12 mo. 

PrinU-d In 1776 to the 17th pari 
of tho "Nouveaux Melanges," pp. 
3S3 362. 

—^Lord Chesterfield’a Ears, a 
true story. Translated from the 
French. London, 1826, Svo. 

La Princcsso de Babilone. [Ge¬ 
neva], 1768, Svo. 

The Princess of Babylon. 
I/tndon, 1769, Svo. 

Taureau Blanc, traduit du 
Syria'juo par Dom Calmct. 
[Genova] 1774, Svo. 

-Tho White Bull; an oriental 

history, from an ancient STrioc 
manuscript, communicated by 
Mr. Voltaire. Tho whole faith¬ 
fully done into En^^lish [by J. 
Botham]. 2 vols. London, 
1774, Svo. 

Le Taureau Blanc: or, the 
White Bull. Second edition. 
London, 1774, Svo. 
[Zadi|r]MemnoD, hiatoircorlentale. 

Londros, 1747, Svo. 

Zadlg Aral appeared with the 
abOTo title. 

I Zadig; or, the BooV of Fate. 
Translated from tho French. 
London, 1749, 12mo. 

Another edition. Translated 


by F. Ashmore. London, 1780, 
Svo. 

—Another edition. London, 
1794. 12mo. 

—Select Pieces ; Zadig ; I.ctler 
from a Turk on Titles of 
Honour, etc. London, 1754, 
12 mo. 

—Another edition. Zadig and 
Astarte. Translated by C. 
Biyley. London, 1810, 12mo. 
—Another edition. London, 
1837, 4to. 

—Zadig; or tho Book of Fate. 
A Tale from the French. (Ha?.- 
lilt's “Romancist and Kovclisl’s 
Library," vol. iv.) London, 
1841, Svo. 

_The Hermit; an Oriental 

Tale. (Translation of a chapter 
in “Zadig.”] London, 1770, 
12 mo. 


vni. MISCELLANEOUS, Etc. 

L’A.B.C. Dialogue Curieux, tra¬ 
duit do I'AugUis do Monsieur 
HucL Londres, 1762 [1768], 
Svo. 

Les Adoralfurs ou les louangcs do 
Dien. Guvrage uiii<iuo tie M. 
Imhof. Traduit du Latin. 
Berlin, 1769, Svo. 

Anecdote sur Beliaairc. Secondo 
auocdolosurBdlisaire. [—, 1767] 

Svo. , . 

Anecdotes sor Fr^ron, ecritcs par 
on honime do Icttrcs A un 
magistrat qoi voulait ctre 
instruit des mccors de cet 
homme. [Geneva, 1770] Svo. 

Appel h toutes les nations do 
I'Eorope doa jugements d’un 
Ecrivain Anglais, on manifesto 
au eujet des honnenra du 












XIV 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


mvilion CDtre les the&tres dd 
Load res ct do Paris. [Paris] 
1761, 8vo. 

Arbitrage entre M. de Voltaire ot 
M. de FoDcemagne. [Geneva, 
1764J 8vo. 

Avis au public sur los parricides 
imputes H\ix Calas ct aux 
Sirvon., [Geneva, 1766] 8vo. 
Balance Egale. [Genova, 1762] 
12 riio. 

r>a Bible on fin expliqudo par 

f dusiours AuniCniiors do S. M. 

U. D. P. (Sa Majcst4 lo Roi 
do Prussc). 2 vela. Londres, 
1776, 8vo. 

Ba Canonisation do Saint Cucufiti. 

[Geneva, 1708 t] 8vo. 
Caiechismo ilo Phonneto homme 
ou dialogno entro un caloycr 
ct un hommo do bien, etc. 
[Geneva, 1758, t.€., 1708) 

12 rno. 

Itn Chretien contro six Juifs. La 
Hayo, 1777, 8vo. 

Cinqui6inc Hoin^lio prononc6e h 
Loodrea le Jonr do Panues 
dans une assoniblco particuliorc* 
[Genova, 1769] 8vo. 

Les CoUma 9 ona du K^viSrond Pire 
L'Escarbotier, par la Gmcc do 
Diou canucin iudigno, prddica^ 
tcur oruioairo et cuisinicr du 
grand convent de la ville de 
Clermont on Auvergne, au 
R6v6rend P6ro Elio, carine 
chaussi^i etc. [Geneva] 1768, 
8 vo. 

Collection d'Anciens Evangiles ou 
Monuments du premier si^clo 
du Cbriatianisme, ex traits do 
Fabricius, Grabiue, ot autres 
aavants, par PAbbi B * * * 
(Bigex). Londres, 1769, 8vo. 
Commontairo historiquo sur les 
(Euvres do Pautour do la 


HeniiaJe, etc., avec les pieces 
originalos et les preuves. Basic, 
1776, 8vo. 

Commontairo sur le Livro des 
Delits et des Peines [by the 
Marquis de Boccaria], par un 
avocat do Province. [Geneva] 
1766, 8vo. 

-An Essay on Crimes and 

Punisiifncnts, translated from 
the Italian : with a Common* 
tary attributed to Motis. de 
Voltaire, Translated from tho 
French. London, 1766, 8vo. 
Numerous editions. 

Commentaire snr Pesprit dca 
lois do Montesquieu, [Geneva, 
1777 t] 1778, 8vo. 

CoDscils h M. lUcino sur son 
pocme do la Religion, par 
un amateur des belles-lettres. 
[—, 1742) 8vo. 

Conseila raisonnablcs h Monsioor 
Bergior poor la Defense du 
Christianisnic, otc« [Genova, 

1768] 8vo. 

Conversation de M. L’lntendant 
des Menus en oxcrcico avoo 
M. L’Abbd * * * [Paris!, 1761] 
12 mo. 

■ Tho dispute botweon Mado- 
moisello ClairoD, a celebrated 
actress at Paris, and the fathers 
of tho church, etc. London, 

1768, 8vo. 

Lo Cri des Nations, [Geneva] 

1769, 8vo. 

Le Cri du Sang innocent, [Geneva] 
1775, 8vo. 

Critical essays on dramatic poetry, 
[Extracts from various works of 
Voltaire; translated.] Glasgow, 
1761, 12ino, 

Defense de Louis XIV. [Geneva, 

1769] 8vo. 

Defense de Milord Bollingbroke^ 



BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


XV 


par le docteur Good Natur’d 
YelWiahor. Tradait do I'aD- 
gUis [or rather written by Vol¬ 
taire]. —, 1752» 870. 

—Defence of Lord Bol- 
lingbroke’e Letters on the 
Study and Use of History. 
Translated from the Krenclu 
London^ 1763, 8vo. 

-Mi^^coUaneousobservations on 

the Works of Lord Boling- 
broke ; on the several answers 
to them, and Mons, Voltaire's 
Defence of his [jOrdship» etc« 
I^ndon, 1755, 8vo. 

I«a Dcfctisc de luoQ oncle. 
[Geneva, 1767] 8vo. 

-Defauco of iny Undo, from 

Cho French. London, 1768, 
8vo. ' 

Dialogue du Dontenr ct do 
TAdoratcur, par M. L'Abb*5 
do TilUdct. [Geneva, 1766 T] 
8vo. 

Dialogues Chrdiens ou pr^sor- 
valif cootre THncyclopidie. 
Genfcve, 1760, 8vo. 

Diatribe Tautcur des Kphime- 
ridea. [Geneva] 1775, 8vo. 

Diatribe du Docteur Akakia, 
mddicin du papo. — Docrit do 
rinquisitioD et Rap|>ort des 
ProfeaM'urs de Rome au sujet 
d’un prdtendu President. Rome, 
175i, 8vo. 

Dieu et Ics Hommes. (£iivre 
th6ologlque, tnais raisoniiahle, 
par lo Doctenr Oborn. Tra- 
dnit par Jacques Aiinon. 
[Geneva] 1769, 8vo. 

Le Diner du Comte do BonUin- 
villiera, par 51. St. Hiaointo 
[Geneva] 1728 [1767], 8vo. 

Discours de 51. Belleguier, ancicn 
avocat, snr lo texte propose par 
rUniversit6 de Paris, poor lo 


auj^l des prix de I’Ann^o 1773. 
[Geneva, 1773] 8vo. 

Discours proiionces dans I’Aca- 
deinio Frun^aise lo londi 9 Mai 
1746, h la Heception de M. do 
Voltaire. Paris, 1746. 4lo. 

DUsortation our les priinipilcs 
Tragedies ancieiincs et inoderues 
ui ont paru sur le sujet 
'Electro et on particulicr •.ar 
cello do Sojihocle, par M. Du 
51o]ard. Lomlres, 1750, 8vo. 

Doutes Nouveaux snr lo Te.HtaTuei)t 
attribu^ au Cardinal de Kichc* 
lieu, par M. do Voltaire, 
GeoAve, 1765 [1764], 8vo. 

Lea Droits des lluinrncs et Ics 
Usuri^tions des Autres. Tra- 
duit do ritnhen. Amsterdam, 
1768, 8VO. 

Elemuuls de la Philosophio de 
Newton, mis h la porlAe de tout 
le monde. Amsterdam, 1738, 
8vo. 

-The EieiueDts of Sir I. New- 

ton's Philosophy, translated 
from the French. Revised atut 
cofrccto’l by J. Hanna. Lon¬ 
don, 1738, 8vo. 

_Xho Metaphysics of Sir I. 

Newton ; or, a comparison be¬ 
tween the opinions of Sir I. 
Kowton and Mr. Loibnit?t, by 
M. de Voltaire. Tronslatod 
from the French by D. L. 
Baker. I/>ndon. 1747, 8vo. 

Eloge de Louis XV. prononcA 
dans une Academie, lo 25 Mai 

; 1774. [Geneva, 1774) 8vo. 

6logo dc M. do ('rAbillon. Paris, 
176?, 8vo. 

I/Epitrc ftux Remains, par le 
Comte Passoran. Traduite do 
I'ltalioD. [Genova, 17681 8vo. 

L’fc<iuivoqae. [Paris, 1771) 8vo. 

Essai hiitorlquo et critique sur 



xvt 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


left diftftcntionft dcs c^lises Uc 
Pologne» par Joseph BourdUlon, 
ole. Haslo, 1767, 8vo. 

EsftAi sur Ics prohabilit^s cd fait 
do justice. [Geneva, 1772] 

8 VO. 

At^ essay upon tho Civil Wars of 
Fjance, extracted from curious 
inanuftcriptft. And also upon 
the epick poetry of the Kuro« 
pean nations, otc. T^oiidon, 
1727, Svo. 

The cn)iy in tlio British Miiftcum 
was presented to Sir Hans Sloane 
hy Voltaire. This work appeared 
orieiDnlly in Knjsli.slnantl tlie esvsays 
appeareif separately in French ui 
172:^ and 1720. 

-SecotuI edition, corrected. 

London, 1723, Svo. 

-Fourth edition, corrected. 

To which ia now prefixed a 
discourse on tragedy, etc. 2 
parts. London, )73l, Svo. 

-An ossny upon the Civil 

Wars of France. To which 
ift prefixed a short account of 
tho author. By J [onathan] 
S [wift?], D.D. Dublin, 1760, 
Svo. 

An Essay on Taste, by A* Gerard. 
To wliicli arc annexed three 
diftsorlatioiift on the subject by 
M. do VoUairOp M. IVAlcm* 
bert, and M. do Montesquieu, 
Edinbuigh, 17C4, 12nio« 

Examcn important do rnilord 
Holingbroke, ecrit sur la fin do 
1736. Nouvello ddition, etc, 
[Geneva] 1767, Svo. 

The first edition forms part of tho 
^Mtecucil NecessaIre." published at 
Goneva in 1706 (1706]. 

-Tho important Examination 

of tlio Holy ScriptureSp attri¬ 
buted to Lord Bolingbrokop but 
written by M. Voltaire, and 


first published in 1736. Now 
first translated from the French, 
London, 1819, Svo. 

-Another edition, London, 

1841, Svo, 

Fragment des Instructions pour 
le Prince do * * *. Berlin, 
1766 [1767], Svo. 

Fragments Kur ITndc, sur 1o 
Gem^ral Lalli et sur le Comto 
do Morangiis. [Genova] 1773, 
Svo. 

Honi^lie du Pasteur Bourn, 

I uveh^e a Londres, Ic Jour do la 
VntecSle. [Geneva] 1768, Svo. 
Hoinolies pronoiici^cs k Londres 
cn 1766 dans uno assombli^e 
particuH6ro, [Genova] 1707, 
Svo. 

Les HonnGtet^a Litterairos, otc, 
[Geneva] 1767, Svo. 

Idc^es Kenublicaines par un mom- 
bro u^un corps. [Genova, 
17621] Svo. 

Letters concerning the English 
nation. London, 1733, Svo, 
This work was aftorwarrls pub* 
lieh<Ml in French under the title, 
** l4^ttros Philosophlques." 

-Another edition. Dublin, re¬ 
printed, 1733, 12mo, 

-Thir<l edition. Glasgow, 

1752, Svo. 

■ Fourth edition, corrected, 
Glasgow, 1759, 12mo, 
—Another edition. [With an 
intro<iuction by H. Morley.] 
London, 1889, Svo. 

Vol. 171 of "Cassoirs National 
Library." 

-Lettres Philosophiquos. Am¬ 
sterdam, 1734, 12mo. 

Letter to the French Academy, 
containing an appeal to that 
society ou the merits of Shak- 
sporo. London, 1777, Svo. 
Lettro aDODime Merits h M, do 


DrniJOGRAPHY. 


xvii 


Voltaire et la Hejionac. (Ge¬ 
neva, 1769] 8?o. 

Lcttre civile ct hoiitiiHo \ I'auteur 
triallionnclo do la crili<{Uo do 
rilistoire Utiivcrscllc di* M. do 
V • * qui i\A jamais fait 
d'Histoirc l^iuvcrsolle. Lo tout 
au sojet do Maliomct. Oebovci 
1760, r2mo. 

Lottre ciiricuso de M. Robott 
Covelle, ctilibre citoycn do 
Gonivc^ h la louaiige do M. lo 
Professeur Vornot, profcsacar cn 
tlieolojfio (Jo la njetne villc. 
Dijoii, 1766, 8vo. 

Lettro do Charlea Gouiu h aos 
friros au aojot dcs RR. PP. 
J^.9uite8« [Genova, 1761] 8vo* 

Lettro do M. do TEcluso chiror- 
ffien dontUto, a^'i^ncor du 
Tilloy, nr^ Montargis, h 11. 
lOQ cure, etc, [Oenova, 1703] 
8vc. 

Lettro do llon&icur do VoUairo h 
il. Hume, Forney [Geneva], 
1766, 8vo. 

— A Letter from Mono, do Vol¬ 
taire to Sir. Hume, on hie 
dispute with Rouvseau. 

Translated from Ibo French. 
Ixtodon, 1766, 8vo. 

lettro do Voltaire M. do 
Machault, CoutrOIeur-Gen^ral, : 
& Poccaaion do Pinii^t du ^ 
ringti&mo (1749). Paris, 1829, ' 
8vo. 

Lettro d'un Eccl^sUsllquo anr Ic ^ 
pr^tandu r^tabliasouicnt dcs 
J4ouitea dans Paria. [Gooeva, 
1774] 8vo. 

Lettro eur la prdtondno Comite. 
Lauaanne, 1778, 8vo. 

Lottroa & son Alte&so Monaeigtieur 
le Prince do * • • (Brnnawick), 
•or Rabolaii et our d'autros 
anteora aecus4a d^aroir mal 


parlts do Id religion clircLu'uno. 
AtiisterJan), 1767, Svo. 

— Iy<tters addfe>'t;d to tlio 
Prince of • * • Cliarlos 

William Fofdiiidiul, Duke of 
Brull^vTlck•l.u 1 u'burg], contain* 
iug roniments on the writin^^ 
of the most eminent authors 
^vho ha VO Wen accused of 
attarking the Christian religion. 
London, 1768. Svo. 

——Another edition. Glasgow, 
1769, 12mo. 

Lettres Chinoiscs, Ii]<lionncs et 
Tartarci h AI. Pauw, par un 
Bon^dictia. Avec plusienra 
autres pieces interesaantes. 
Paris, 1776, 8vo. 

Lcttrea sur la Nouvolle H^lolso 
ou Aloisia de Jean Jacques 
Rouasoau. [Geneva] 1761, 8?o« 

Lottres sor les I^am^girinucs, par 
Ireodc Aldthis, etc. [Genevd, 
1767] Svo. 

Alandenicnt do R^viSrendiMimc 
l»ire CO Dicu Alexis, archcvcquo 
do Novgorod la Grondc. [—p 
1765] Svo. 

Alcfiioiro du Sieur de Voltaire. 

Hayc, 1739, Svo. 

Alcinoircs do M. de V*olUiro 
64*riis par lui*in6nio. Gen6ve, 
1784, Svo. 

Alemoifs of the Hfo of 
Vollairr, written by himself. 
Translated from the FrcQch« 
London, 1784, Svo. 

-Life ; with notc^s, illustrative 

end explanatory. Translated 
by G. P« Uonkc. I/ondon, 
1787, Svo. 

La MeprUe d*Arraa par AI. de 
Voltaire. Lauaanne, 1771, Svo. 

Da la mort de Louia XV. et de 
la faUlit4. [Gooeva, 1774] 
Svo. 



BiniJOCnAPHY. 


Nolcs sur la Lottfo ^lo Monsieur j 
do Voltairo ii Monsieur Huiu<>, 1 
par M. L. [Geneva, 17G6] ^ 
12 ino. ' 

NouveUes |>roba\>ilit<H cn fail do 
justice. [Geiieva] 1772, 8vo. 

Vo la Vixix perpetucllo, par le 
Docteur Goodheart* [Geneva, 
1769] 8vo. 

ran 6 gyriqu 0 do Saint Louis, Roi 
do Franco, prononed dans la | 
chapellc du Louvre en presence 
do Messieurs de VAcadoinio 
Fran^jaise, lo 25 Aout, 1749. 
Paris, 1749, 4to. 

Pensdes, Remarquos ct Observa¬ 
tions do Voltaire. Ouvrage 
posthumo. Paris, 1802, 8 vo. 
Petit Avish wn Jdsuite. [Geneve, 
1702] 12 rno. 

Los Peoples aux Parlemeots. 

[Ooneva, 1771] 8 vo. 

La Pbilosoplio Ignorant. [Genova] 
1766, 8 vo. 

—Ignorant Plulosopber; with 
an address upon the Parricides. 
Glasgow, 1767, 8 vo. ' 

Piices originalcs concernant la 
mort dcs Sicurs Galas ©t lo 
jugomont rendu A Toulouse. 
[Genova, 1762] 8 vo. 

•^—Original pieces rolativo to the 
trial and execution of Mr# John 
Galas. With a preface, and 
remarks by M. d© VoUaii'O. 
Ft, and Eti(j» London, 1/62, 
8 vo. 

Histoiro d'Eli^abeth Canning et 
de Jean Galas. [Geneva, 1762] 
8 vo. 

_The history of the misfortunes 

of Jean Galas, a victim to fanati¬ 
cism 5 to which is added a letter 
from M. Galas to his wife and 
children. London, 1772, 8 vo, 


_Another edition. Edinburgh, 

1776, 8 vo. 

Plaidoyer pour Gciicst Rainponeau, 
cabaretier i la Courlillo, pro* 
noned contro Gaudon, entre¬ 
preneur d'cMH theatre des Boule- 
verts. Gentve, 1760, 8 vo, 

Precis du Proces do il. le Comte 
do Morangidi contro la famille 
Verroii. [—, 1773] 8 vo# 

Lo Presorvalif ou critique des 
observations sur Ics ccrits 
moderncs. La Hayc, 1738, 
12 nio. ^ , 

Lo President do Thou juslifio 
contro Ics accusations do M. 
de Buri, auteur d’une Vie do 
Henri IV. [Geneva] 1766, 8 vo. 
Prix do la Justice et de PHu- 
manitd, par Pauteur de la Hon- 
riade, avee son portrait. Ferney, 
1778 [1777], 8 vo. 

Prori ?4 do Claustre. Supplement 
aux Causes Colibrea. [Geneva, 
1769] 8 vo. 

La Profession du foy des tbdistes, 
par le Comto Da... au IL 
D. Traduit do PAllemand. 
[Geneva, 1768] Svo# 

Lcs Questions do Zapata, traduitos 
par le Sieur Tamj^not, docteur 
on Sorbonne# Lcipsik, 176G 
[1767], Svo. 

■The Questions of Zanata; 
translated from the French by 
a Lady. London [1776], 12mo. 
Questions eur les Miracles k M« 
le Professour Cl. par nn Pro- 
fessour. [Geneva, 1765] Svo. 
Reflexions philosophiques sur lo 
proc^ de Mile. Camp avec doe 
vers sur lo Massacro do la Saint 
BarthMoml. GenSvc, 1772, Svo. 
Refatatioo d*un 4crit anonyme 
edntre la Mdrooire de feu M. 
Joaepli Saurin, de PAcad4iDU 



BlRirOGRAPHY. 


XIX 


dfs Sciences^ cxatninatciir <los 
livres ot prepos^ ati Journal 
des Savaiita^ ]e<|ucl ^ciit an- 
otiifiio se trouve dans le Journal 
Holvotinuo du noia d'Oetobre ! 
1758. [Geneva, 175S] 8vo. 

Keloticn de la Maladio, do )a 
Confcaaion, do la ilort ct de 
rApparition du J^uite Bertier. 
[Geneva, 1759] 8vo. 

Kelatioo do la Mort du Chevalior 
dc la Uarre, par M. 

(Caasen), Avocat au Conseil du 
Hoi A Monsieur lo Marquis 
do Bcccajiu. —, 17CG [1768], 
8vo. 

Kelatioo du B.^unissonient dea 
J^suitea de la Chine, etc. 
Anisrerdam, 1763, 8vo. 

Kemarquea pour servir do SuppU* 
ment 0 I'Essay aur rilidtoire 
G^n^rale et aiir les Moenrs et 
Tesprit dcs nations depuin 
CliarloQiaaoe jusqu* ^ nos jours. 
[Genova] l76iJ, 8vo. 

Uenicrciment Sincere ^ un honimo 
charitable. Aiosterdaiii, 1750, 
8vo. 

Komoiistraoccs du Grenier & Sei. 
[Geneva, 1771] 8vo. 

Ke poll so h toutes Ics objections 
priiicipales ({u'ou a faites cn 
France centre la plniosopliie 
de Nowtoii, —, 1739, 8vo. 

Kescrit do I'Kinperour de la Cbiiie. 
[ParU, 1761] 8vo. 

Au Boi CO aoD conseil. Pour les 
aujeti da roi qui rwlament la 
liberty do la Franco contre dea 
iDoiues BinidictiiiS devenus 
Ciianoiiica do Saint Claude 
en Francbe-Comtti« [Geuevu, 
1770] 8vo. 

Sermon dea Cioouante. [Geneva], 
1749[1702l}. 8vo. 

Sermon du Papa Nicolas CbaiU* 


tcbki, pronoDci dan^ I»^liao 
ilo Sainte • Tolcran^ki, etc. 
[Genev», 1771] 8vo. 

Sermon «lii Kibin Akib. [Gen¬ 
ova 1 1761] Svo. 

Lo Sermon procho a Halo lo 

S iretiiicT jour de Tan 1768, par 
08 ias ^ Ko.settc, niiui.'^tre du 
Saint Evangile. [Geneva, 1768] 
dvo. 

Los Singularities do la Nature, 
ar uu Acadcniicien do I>on- 
res, dc Boulo^uo, do Petors- 
bnurg, do Berlin, etc. Basic, 
1768, 8vo. 

Supplement du Discours aux 
Welches avec uno lettre du 
Libraire dc I'Ann^o Litteraira li 
il.V. et la riJponso do M.V. A 
cetla lettre. (Paris) 1764, 8vo. 

The '* Dlsc^*ur« aux Welches" was 
prif)to<l in 1704 in the CorIcj U# 
Ouiitautne Tac/A 

TlicAtro de Pierre Corneille ovee 
dcs Comnioiitaires, etc. \2 vols. 
(Genova, 1762-63] 8va. 

T)iou;{1itB on tbe pernicious coo- 
M tjucncos of war. [179—1] 8vo. 
lyo T*>csin dcs Rois aux Souverains 
do TEuropc. —, 1772, 12mo. 

-Le Tocsin ; an olarm to Kings. 

Jyoridon, 1772, 8vo. 

Lo Tombeau do U Sorbonne. 

Constantinople, 1753, l2iiio. 
Tout cii DieUp Comiuentairo sur 
ilallebrancbo. [Genova] 1709, 
8vo. 

Trait6 sur la Toltfrancc. [Geneva] 
1763, 8vo. 

_A Treatise on Religious 

Toleration. Occasioned by iho 
execution of the unfortunate J. 
Cilas for the suptioscd murder 
of Ilia son. Translated from tbe 
Frooeb by tbe translator of 
Eloisa. LondoDj 1784, 8vo. 





x\ 


BinUOCRAPHY. 


-Another edition. 0)a'*gow, 

i;05, 12ma 

— -Another edition. London, 
1820, 12ino. 

—A ‘rrcatise on Toleration ; the 
I/;*noiant Pliilosoj^her; and a 
comtnciitary on I lie Mar<|uis of 
Bccaria's trcatiso ou Crimes find 
Punishments, Tianslatcd from 
tho last Geneva edition of M. 
do Voltaire, by David Williams, 

2 pts. Ivoudon, 1779, 8vo. 

Vie <l6 Moli^rc avee dea Jugcinenta 
siir sc$ ouvrages. Paris, 1739, 
12tno. 

La Voix du Cur4 aur lo proc^ dos 
Serfs du Moot Jura. [Geneva, 
1772] 8vo. 

La Voix do Sage ct du Peuple. 
Amsterdam, 1750, 8vo. 

IX. LETTERS, Etc. 

Ode et Lettres h M. do Voltaire 
ou favour do la famillo du grand 
Corneille, par M. Lo Brun, avec 
la HfipoDso do M. do Voltaire* 
GoD^ve, 1760, 8vo. 

Lettroa ot Rdponaea de M« Paliaaot 
i M. de Voltaire. [—, 1760] 
12qio. 

Lottres do M. de Voltaire k 
rlClectour Palatine ot au Roi de 
Prusse. [Geneva ! 1761] 8vo. 

. Lottres Socr6tes de M. de Voltaire, 
etc. Genfevo, 1765, 8vo. 

Monsieur de Voltaire point par 
lui-inSme, ou Lettres de cet 
fSorivain dans lesquollesou verra 
riiistoire de sa vie, de sea 
ouvrages, de sea querelles, de 
S 08 correspondauces, etc. Lau- 
sanne, 1766, 12cdo. 

Lettres de M. de Voltaire & sea 
amis du Pariiasso, avee des 


Notes llistoriques et Critiques. 
Genfevo, 1766, 8vo. 

Lettro dc Mon5>eigneur PEvequo 
d’A* * * (Annecy) a M. de 
V * • * avee les repotisos, du 11 
Avril 1768. [—, 1769) 8vo. 

-Genuine Letters between the 

Archbishop of Anneci and Moos, 
de Voltaire on the subject of his 
preaching at the Parish Church 
of Fernoy, etc. London, 1770, 
8vo. 

Letters to several friends ; trans¬ 
lated from tho French by tho 
Kev. Dr. Franklin. London, 
1770, 12mo. 

-Second edition. London, 

1773, 12mo. 

Historical Memoirs of the author 
of tho Henriade. With some 
original pieces. To which are 
added, genuine letters of Mr. de 
Voltaire taken from bis own 
minutes. Translated from the 
French [of J. L. Wagniire]. 
London, 1777, 8vo. 

Lettres do M. de Voltaire k M. 
L’Abbo Moussinot,son triaorier, 
^crites depnia 1786 jusqu* en 
1742, etc. La Haye, 1781, 8vo. 

Lottres Curiousos ct lot^rossaDtes 
de M. do Voltaire et de plusieurs 
autres porsonnes distiDgu^es, 
etc. Dublin, 1781, 8vo. 

Lettres de M. de Voltaire et de 
sa c4l^bre amio, suivies d'un 
petit poecne, d*uuo lettre de J« 
y Rousseau, olc. Geoive, 1782| 
12tdd. 

Memoirea pour servir k Pbistoire 
de M. de Voltaire, dans lesquels 
on trouvera divera ecrita de lui 
peu connus, sur sea dilT^rends 
avec J. J. Rousseau, etc. 2 pts. 
Amsterdam, 1785, l2mo. 

Fr4d4ricIL, Voltaire, Jeap-Jacquea 


bibliography. 


, . . aT«c I'lusieurs lettres ■ 
carieases de il. do Voltaire. I 
Paris, 1789, 8vo. | 

Correaiiondancc de Voltaire et an 
Cardinal de Bernis, dej-uia 1761 
juaqu' ^ 1771, etc. Paris 1799, 
8 vo« 

Lettrca Ini5dites do Voltaire h 
Fr4d6ric lo Grand, Koi do 
Prussc, publiiea sur Ics origi- 
naux. Paris, 1802. Sro. 

Mon Scjour anprii* dc \ojtaire ot 
Lettres Inedites quc inecrivit 
cctto liomnio cclibre, etc., i>8r 
C. A. Collini. I’acia, 1807, 8 to. 
Supplement au Rccuiil dcs Lettres 
de M. do Voltaire. 2 vols. 
Paris, 1808, 8vo. 

Lettres Indvlites do Voltaire 
adressdes i lltuc. la Comtesse 
do LuUelbourg, olc. Paris, 

1812, 8vo. , „ , 

Choix de Lettres InWites do Vol* 
tairo an Mar<\iiis de Vauven- 
arques. Aix, 1813, 8vo. 
lettres In^ditcs do Madaiuo la 
Marquise du Cliatelet et Supi'K- 
inent lx la Corrcspondance de 
Voltaire avee lo Koi de Prtisse 
et avee des dilT7;reutcs |*craonnes 
cdlibrea. Paris, 1818, 8vo. 
Lettres inidites do VolUire. 
Paris, 1818, 8ro. 

Lettres luddites dc BufTon, J. J. 
RooMcau, Voltaire, etc. Poris, 

1819, 8vo. 

Vie privie do Voltnirc et de 
Madame da Cliatelet • • . 
snirio do cinquauto lettres 
incites de Voltaire. Paris, 

1820. 8tro. 

Pieces Iniditos do Voltaire, im- 
priin6ea d'apria lea manuscrits 
origiuanx, fioar fairo suite aux 
diff^rentes Editions pabli6es 


jusqu’ i CO jour. Palis, 1S20, 
Sto. 

Lcttics direrscs recoeillics en 
Soisso par lo Comto Fidor 
Golowkiu, etc. Gen^:vc, 1821, 
Svo. 

LcHres in^ilitcs de N oUairo, de 
Madaii^o Dciivs ot de Colini» 
adresA^es a M. I)n|^ont, etc. 
rails 1821, 8vo. 

I^jttres intdUea dc Voltnire 4 
Madofnoiicllc yuinuult, 4 41* 
d'ArgenUl, etc. Paris, 1822, 
Svo. 

lettres dc Voltaire. I'ari'^, 1623* 
S^*o 

Corrcspondance inidito do ^ oltairo 
arec P. M. lldnnin, etc. Paris, 
1825, Svo. . 

Lettres ii)e<litea do Voltaire. 1 ans, 
18.6, 8to. 

Lettres do Voltaire ot do J. J. 
Rousseau i C. J. Paiickoucke, 
^.liU ur do I’Kncyclopidie Mcllio- 
diquo. Paris, 1828, 8vo. 

CorrespoiKlance inedito do \ oltairo 
avee FrM^tic II., le ProMdont 
do Brossos, etc., nvec nnlos, par 
Tli. Foiss. t. Paris, 1830. Svq. 

lA-ttrcs ineditesdeVoltaire. [Pans, 
18101 8eo. 

Lettres in^Jites dc Voltaire, re- 
ciieillics par M. do Cayrol ct 
atinoliSespar M. AlphotiBC tran- 
,;ois, etc. 2 vols. Pans, 1856, 

VoVlaire h. Forney. Sa corrcspoii- 
dunco avee la Dnclicbse do 8axe- 
Ootba, suivic do Icltres ct des 
notes historiques entiinmcDt 
inddites, rccneillios et publiees 
par MM. Kvaristo Bavoux ot 
A. F. Pari". , 

VolUire. I^ettres inddites snr U 
Toldranco, publiecs avee quo In- 
trodoctioo et des notes par A. 








xxu 


li/nUOGRAPHV. 


Coquercl fiU, etc. Paris, lt>63, 
ISnio. 

Lettres ct Billets de Voltaire ^ 
Pepoque de sod retour <1© Pru'^sc 
CD France, on 17f>3. Paris, 1867, 
870. 

Leltres de Voltaire i M. le Con- 
seiller Le Baiilt, publides et 
annot^es par Ch. ue Mandat- 
Grancoy, etc. Paris, 1868, 8 vo. 

Voltaire. Lettres ct Poesies in- 
ddites adreSsS^es h la Ituine de 
Prusse, ii la Princcs^e Ulrique, 
k la Mar^rarc do Bairoutli, etc. 
Pari;^, 1872, IGrno. 

Six Icttios inodites do Voltaire. 
Bourg [1874], 8 vo. 

Voltaireot 1© payed© Gex. Lettres 
et documents io^dits par A. 
Vayssiiro. Bourg, 1876, 870 . 

Lettres et 7 crs do Voltaire ad- 
ressdi k M. de Belmont, direc- 
teur des spectacles do Bordeaux. 
Bordeaux, 1880, 8 vo. 

Dix Lettres inodites de Voltaire h 
son nc 7 eu Do l>a HouUore, etc. 
Montpollicr, 1885, 8 vo. 

Voltaire. Lettres ct billets in* 
ddits publics (Papr^s les origi- 
nauz du British Mnsoum avoc 
UDo introduction et des notes 
par Georges Bengesco. Paris, 
1887, 8VO. 

Lottre k M. Rameau. [1738] 8 vo» 

Lottro de Kl. do Voltairo ^ M. 
L*Abb 6 Dubos. [—,173P]12mo. 

Lottro do M. de Voltaire sur son 
Essai do PHistoiro do Louis 
XIV. k Milord Har 7 ey, Gaido 
dcsS Sccaux d'Angleteric, —, 
1740, 8 vo. 

Lettro k M. Korberg, cbapelain du 
Roy do Su^do Charles XII., 
autour do PHistoiro de co 
monarque. Londres, 1744, 870 . 

Lottro de M« de V*** auRovireDd 


Pore de la Tour, principal du 
ColUge de Louis* le - Grantl. 
[Paris] 1746, 4to. 

Lettro de M. do V* * * un do sos 
cloves. [—, 1756} 8vo. 

Lettro de M. de Voltaire au Roi 
Stanislas. Gonivo, 1760, 8vo. 
Lettro do M. de Voltaire h M. lo 
Due de la Valli^re. [Geneva I 

1760] 8vo. 

Lottre do M. d© Voltairo k &ton- 
sieur * • • (I>e Due de Bouillon). 
1761] 8vo. 

A letter from Mens, d© Voltaire to 
the author of [tlio English tra* 
gedy of] the Orphan of China 
[A. Muiphy]. London, 1769, 
8vo. 

Lettro de M. de Voltaire sur 
plusicurs sujets int4rcssauts, 
adress^o k}>l. lo Marquis Alber* 
gati Capacelli, siuatour de 
Bologne. [Genova, 1761 ?]87o. 
Rdponse do M. de Voltaire d M. 
Diodati do Torazzi (Deodati do 
Tovazzi), autour du livro de 
PExcellenco de la langue 
Italicnne. [—, 1761] 870 . 
Lettro de M. de Voltaire, de 
PAcadtfmie Fran 9 aise, k M. 
L'Abb6 d*OIivet, chancelier do 
la mSmo Acad^mie, [Paris, 

1761] 870. 

R4nonse do M.do Voltairo au Sieur 
Fez, libraire d'Avignon, du 17 
Mai, 1760 (1762). [—, 1762] 

870. 

Lottro de M. do Voltairo k M. 

d'Alembert. [Paris, 1763) Svo, 
Aux Flaisirs, 27 Janvier 1764. 

[Geneva, 1764] 8vo. 

Lottre de M« do Vol. . . . d M« 
d'Am. , . . [Paris, 1765] Svo. 
Roponse de M. de Voltairo k M. 
L'Abb4 d^Olivet [Geneva, 
1767] 870. 


bibliography. 


ycxui 


Lflttro de do Voltaire a M- 

£lio do bBamiiODt, avocat 8_vi 
Parlemeiit, du 20 Mars, 1767. 
[—, 1767 ^ fivo. 

Repotise do M. do YoHniro au 

Coiutc de laTonrailK*. [Pans. 

1768) 8vo. ^ 

T.^ttre d’un pure h son fils fai^aiit 
I'aiiteur et Ic IjcI esprit Pans, 
suivie d’uDo Itltro do M. do 
Voltaire. Castres. 1773. 8vo 
Lctlro do M. do Yoltajre ft M. le 
Cur»S do Saiut-Sulpico. [Pans, 
1778] 8vo. , 

Lettrc deVolUire ill'AbW Raynal. 
suivie d'uue Letlro du Cbari- 
cclier d’Aguc«eau au Marquis 
de Torcy. [Paris. 1820 1] 8vo. 
Lcttre de Voltaire A M. Seguy, 
imprituio pour la Soci^li dcs 
Hibliophilcs Fian 9 aU. Ians. 

1826, 8vo. , 

Leltre de Voltaire relative ft son 
HUtoire de Pierre 1®' adressio 
au Cointo d’Alioo, etc. Paris, 
1839, 8vo. 

Udc Lcttre in<?dito de Voltaire, 
aonuti^o par Kiiiile Uiais, etc. 
AugODlome, 1880, 8vo. 

X. SUPPOSITITIOUS WORKS. 

L’Arbre do Science, roman post- 
hume do Voltaire, etc. Paris, 
1843, 3iino. 

Candide, ou POptisme, traduit do 
PAUemand de M. Ic doctour 
Ralph. Sccoudoparlie. —, 1761, 

12ino. , . . 

Chitiki, histoiro Cochinclniioue 

? ul pent servir A d’anlrcs paye. 
/ODifrcs, 1768, 8vo. 

Coligni, ou la Saint-Birthdlcmy. 
tragddic. Amstcrdaui, 1740, 
8vo. 

JjO Connaisseur, comftdie en trou 


actes pt C 11 vt>r<. per M. Ic Baron 
do Saint • • • Geneva, 1773, 

8vo. , 

Tlcinocrite pretendu foil, come lio 
oil trois actes, etc. Paris, 173'*, 
8vo. , , • • 

Joan Hennnyer.dvcqucdo l.isieux, 
dramo en trois actes, etc. 
Geiidve, 1772, 8vo. 

Misogujr, ou Ics Feoimcs cointne.H 
dies BODt Uistoire Orieiitale, 
traduito du Clialdcen. - pts. 
Paris, 1788, 12uio. 

La Mort do Caton, tragCdie_ en 
trois actes, etc. Paris, 1777, 

8 VO. 

L’Odalisquc. ouvrage traduit__du 
Turc. CoustanliD'iplo, 17<9, 
l2[uo. 

L’Optiquc, ou lo Cbinois ft 
M-mphis. Esaaia traduits do 
P^gyptieu. 2 pis. Loiidtcs, 
1763, 12mo. 

Piftces fugitives dea Qiuvrea 
Melees do M. do Voltaire. La 
Haye, 1779, l2iiio. 

Suite do la Puocllo d Orl^ans^ eu 
sept chants, otc. Berlin, 1791, 
18mo, 

XI. APPENDIX. 

BioouAi’iiY, CiUTKisM, Err. 

{Th< LiUralurt upon VoUaxre and 
his n'orks behvj so tj-ltnsivt, il 
fu\.s hten only possible lo f/wtlv « 
aeUeiion in Ihe/olloiciny lid.] 
Anti-Jaeobin. — New Lights on 
Jacobinism, abstracted from 
Professor Robison’s History of 
Free Masonry. With an appen¬ 
dix, containing an account of 
VoUairo’a behaviour on hia 
death-bed, etc. Birmingham, 
1798, 8vo. 



XXIV 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Arouet de Voltaire, Francois Marie. 
Repentir; ou, Conrcssion 
publique de M, Jo Voltaire. 
Vienne, 1771, Svo. 

-The history of the Hfo and 

writings of M. Arniet do 
Voltaire, from a collection 
published in Franco, in the 
year 1781, etc. 2 pta. Lon- 
lion, 1782, 8vo. 

——The last hours of a learned 
^fidel [Voltaire] and an humble 
Christian [Poor Joseph] con¬ 
trasted. London, 1798, 12mo. 
—The infidel mid Christian 
philosophers ; or, the last hours 
of Voliaire and Addison con¬ 
trasted ; a poem, etc, Kiug- 
ston-upon-Hull, 1802, 4to. 
—“The Contrast ; or, the last 
hours • ♦ . of Voltaire and 
Wilmot Earl of Rochester. 
Lomlon [1806 1], 12mo. 

48 of the "Cottogo Library." 

-Iho Contrast; or, an account 

of tlio last hours of a learnocl 
infiilol [Voltaire] and of a 
lenrnod Christian [Dr. Dodd- 
ridge]. London [1820], 12ino. 

-A brief sketch oftlio life and 

writings of M. de Voltaire, etc. 
I.ondon [1841], 8vo. 

-Recantation of Taino and 

Voltaire. The last moments of 
Thomas Pnino an«l M. dc 
Voltaire. London [1863], 12mo. 

--Voltaire et Mmc. du Cliftte- 

lot, rcJvdlations d’un sorvileiir 
attache i leurs personnes, etc. 
Paris, 1863, 12ino. 

Asch, M.—Shakspere’s and 
\oltnircs Jnlius Civsar cora- 
pared. Oardolegen [1881], 4to. 
Barctti, Oiuseppe. — A Dis^erta- 
lion upon the Iialian Poetry, 


in which are some remarks 
on M. Voltaire’s Essay ou the 
Epic Poets. London, 1753, 8vo. 

-Discours sur Shakespeare et 

sur ilonsicur dc Voltaire. Lon- 
dres, 1777, 8vo. 

Demard, V.—Frederic 11. ot Vol- 
taire. Paris, 1878, 8co. 

Bengescu, Georges. — Voltaire. 
Bibliographie de ses ceueres. 
4 tom. Paris, 1882-90, 8vo. 

Bersot, E.—La Philosophio de 
Voltaire, etc. Paris, 1848. 
rimo. 

Brougham, Henry, Lord-Uvea 
of Men of Letters and Science, 
who flourished in the time of 
George III. 2 toIs. London. 
1845.6, 8vo. 

Voltaire, rol. L, pp. i-Ug. 

Buiigener, L. L. F.—VolUiro et 
son temps. Etudes sur le 
dix-huili6mo siicle, etc. 2 
tom. Paris, 1851, 12mo. 

—Voltaire and his times. 
Edinburgh, 1854, 8vo. 

Cantatf M. J* A* ifarmiis de 
Condorett—Yxe de Voltaire; 
suivie des Mimoircs do Voltaire 
ficrits par lui-mcino. [Kehl] 
1789, 8vo. 

-——The Life of Voltaire. To 
which are added Memoirs of 
Voltaire, written by himself. 
Trnnslated from the French. 

2 vols. London, 1790, 8vo. 

-Another edition. Philadel¬ 
phia, 1792, 12mo. 

-Another edition. {Autobio¬ 
graphy, etc., rol. 2.) London, 

1826, 18mo. 

Chandon, L. M.—Historical and 
critical memoirs of the life and 
writings of M. de Voltaire, etc. 
From tho French, London 

1786, 8vo. ’ 



BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


XXV 


Collios, Jobo Cbaitou.—Uoling- 
broke, a historical study ; and 
Voltaire io Kuglaiid. Loudon, 
1886, 8vo. 

Dcspreux, S.—Soirees do Ferncy ; 
ou, cotiG'ieuces de Voltaire, etc. 
Paris, 180‘2, 8vo. 

Duvernot, T. I.—I..a Vie de 
Voltaire. Genire, 1787, 12mo. 

Esuiuoase, Francis. — Life und 
Times of Fraiifois Mario Arouet, 
calling biiiiscll Voltaire. Vol. 1. 
Londnii, 1866. 8vo. 

No more published* 

Findlay, Kobeit.—A vindicatiou 
of the Sacred lk>ok% and of 
Josc{ihQs, fruai various mis* 
roprescntatiocis aud cavils of M. 
doVollairo. Glasgow, 1770,8vo. 

Foibes, Litton.—Voltairo: bis 
life and times. A lecture 
delivered before the Sunday 
Lecture Society, November 16tb, 
1884. Loudon, 1884, 8vo. 

Oabcrel, Jean.—Vollaiio et les 
Gdn^vois. r)fuxi^iiiu ^lition, 
revuo ct corrigec. Paris, ISIi?, 
I2mo. 

Guyon, C. M.—L’oracle dcs non- 
veaux philoBopltvs. pour aervir 
dc suite et dYrIairciasemeiit anz 
Oiuvrcs do M. de Voltaire. 
2 pts, Herne, 1760, 8vo. 

Ilamley, General Sir Edward.— 
Voltaire. [An account of his 
life and writings ] I>onclon, 
1877, 8vo. 

Vol. II. of Mrs. Olipluint'a "Foicign 
CIsMic*,'’ etc. 

Hodenberg, Hodo von, Baron ,— 
Voltaire und Friedrich 11., etc. 
Altoua, 1871, 8vo. 

Horn, Oiorg.—Voltaire uml die 
Markgrnliiivou Hnireuth. [With 
their correspondence.] Hcrlio, 
186S, 8vo. 


-The Margravine of Biireuth 

and Voltaire. (Containiug their 
correspouilence.] Translated by 
Piincc.ss Christian. London, 
1888, 8ro. 

Houssuye, Arlene.—Pliilosojihors 
and Actresses. 2 vols. New 
York. 18:2, 8vo. 

Yolwire. pp. SS-l'iS; Voltaire an<l 
Mile, de l.itry, pp- lirJ l33. 

-Le Koi Voliarrc, sa jeiine.sse 

—sa cour—ses inintHtres—son 
peiijde— SOS con<ptClc.s—M inert 
—son dieu—sa dynitstic. Pai is, 
18.'8, 8vo. 

Josepli, icn ./ona/AflH.psrm/ —I.M;t- 
tres c)e (|uel<)iie3 Juils Portugsis 
et Allcinaiids h Motisimr do 
Voltaire, etc. 2 tom. Paris, 
1772, bvo. 

—I.,etters of certain Jews to 
Monsieur Voltaire. Translated 
by P. Lefanu. 2 vols. Dublin, 
1777, 8vo. 

Keate,George.—Forney: ancpistlo 
to Mods, do Voltairo [in verso]. 
Loudon, 1768, 4lo. 

1j» Mollraye, A. de. —[{emar-iues 
liistori<jiii'8 et crili'ines anr 
riiistoiro dc Cliailcs Nil., etc. 
Paris, 1732, 8vo. 

-Historical and critical Kc 

marks on the History of Charles 
Xll. Translated from the 
French. London, 1732, 8vo, 

Ubroequy, G.—Voltaire peint par 
lui'ttivine. Confeteneci doiinees 
h Malines, etc. Hruxellcs, 1868, 
8vo. . 

lyonan, E. M. J.—Vie politique, 
litt^rairc ct morale do Voltaire, 
etc. Pari^t, IM7, 8vo. 

Linguct, S. A. H.—Ezamcn dcs 
oiivrages dc M. dc Voltaire, etc. 
Hrnzollef, 1788, 8vo. 

-A critical analysis and review 







XXVI 


B/BL/OGRAPHY. 


nf ftU M. Voltaire ‘3 ^otkn. 
Translated by J. Boardman* 
London, 1790, 8vo. 

Lonitrliamp, S. G. — M^moires snr 
Volt.lire, ut sur ses ouvrages par 
Ix)ngclianip ct Wagingro, se$ 
sccretairea, etc. 2 torn* i^aris, 
1826, 8eo. 

McCartliy, Jiutin. — ••Con Aiiiore*'; 
or, critical chapters* London, 
1868, 8vo. 

Voltaire, j)p. 134. 

Maggiolo, A , Yiscotntl. — Voltaire 
la biography]. I'aris, 1878, 
12 mo. 

Malirenholtz, K. — VoUairo Stu> 
dieti, etc* Oppein, I860, Svo. 

-Voltaire's Lcben und Werkc. 

2 Bde. Oppein, 1885, Svo. 

Marchand, J. 11. — Nouveau et 
dernier testament politique de 
M. do Voltaire, Geneve, 1771, 
Svo. 

Martin, Josiah*—A Letter from 
one ot the people call'd Quakers 
to Francis do Voltaire, occa¬ 
sioned by Ids remarks on tliat 
people in his Letters concerning 
the English nation. I^ondon, 
1741, 8vo. 

-Another edition. Loudon, 

1749, 12mo, 

Mougras, Gaston.—Qucrolles de 
Diilosophes. Voltaire et J, J, 
Rousseau. Paris, 1886, 8vo. 

Maynard, Abbu. — Voltaire, sa 
vie ct SOS ceuvres. 2 tom. 
Paris, 1867, Svo. 

Mcrivnle, Herman. — Historical 
Studic.s. London, 1865, Svo. 

Voltnirc, Rousseau, and Goethe, 
pp. 180*185; appeared oriKinaPy In 
the Fdinburtjh iUvieWy toI. 02,1860. 

Mickle, \V* J,—Voltaire in the 
Shades; or, dialogues on the 
deistical controversy* Loudon, 
1770, 8vo. 


Montagu, Elizabeth.—A d essay on 
the writings and genius of 
Shakespear, etc. London, 1769, 
Svo. 

Numerous editions. 

Morloy, John. — VoUairo. [A 
study.] London, 1870, Svo. 

-Second edition. London, 

1870, Svo. 

-Another edition. London, 

1886, 8vo. 

Nisard, fe* C.—Ennomts 
ilo Voliairc, etc. Pari?*, 1853, 
Svo. 

Noel, Eugene. —Voltaire, sa vie 
ct SOS auivres. 8a lutte contra 
llonsscau* Paris, 1878, 12mo* 

-Voltaire et Rousseau. Paris 

[18621], 12mo. 

Paillot, l)e Warcy, L.—Ilistoire 
do la Vie et des Ouvrages de 
Voltaire, etc. 2 tom. Paris, 
1824, Svo. 

Parton, James*—Life of Voltaire* 
2 vols. London, 1831, Svo. 

Percy, Lucian, pseud. [i.a., Luca 
Herpin, and Maugras, Gaston]* 
—La Vie intime de Voltaire aux 
DiJices ot h Forney, 1754-1778, 
d'spr^s des lettrcs ct des docu¬ 
ments in^dits* Paris, 183.5^ 
Svo. 

Pompery, E. de*^La vie de Vol¬ 
taire* L*homnio et son oenvre. 
Paris, 1878, 12mo. 

Poniatowski, S.—Kemarques sur 
PHistoiro do Charles XII. 
Paris, 1741, ]2nio. 

-Remarks on M. de Voltaire’s 

History of Charles XII. Lon¬ 
don, 1741, Svo. 

Poste], Victor.—Voltaire, philoso- 
phe, citoyen, ami du peuplo. 
Paris, 1860, 24mo. 

Qu^rard, J. M. — Bibliographie 
Voltairienne. Paris, 1842, 8vo« 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


XXVA 


Paul.-^Remarks upon 11. 
Voltaire's Essay on the epic 
poetry of the European nations. 
London, 1728, 8vo. 

Scliulthea^, Robert. — Friedrich 
and Vollaire in ihrein person* 
lichen uud Httcrarischen Weeh* 
sel verbal tui^e. Nordliaoscn, 

1850, 8 VO. 

Standieh, Frank Hall.—The Lifo 
of Voltaire, with interesting 
particulars respecting his death; 
and anecdotes and characters of 
his contemporaries. London, 
1821, 8vo. 

Strauss, D. F.—Voltaire. Sechs 
Voftrage. Leipzig, 1870, 8vo. 

Vayssiure, A —Voltaire et Ic Pays 
de Ocx. Lettres, etc. Uourg, 
1876, 8vo. 

Venedey, Jacob.—Friedrich der 
Grbsse und Voltaire, Leipzig, 
1859, 8vo. 

Vinctg Alexander. — History of 
French Literature in the Eight* 
centh Century. Translated 
from the French by the Rev. 
James Bryce. Edinburgh, 1854, 
8vo. 

VolUire, pp. 2&44S6. 

Wagniire, J. L.—ComroenUiro 
hutoriqnc sur let oeuvres de 
Tauteur do la Henriade, etc. 
Basic, 1770, 8vo. 

Wilkins, John 11.—Civilisation: 
a play (founded on Voltaire's 
Le Huron). London [1853], 
12nio. 

In fol. z. of ActlnfS Edi¬ 

tion of PUys.” 

Wilson, John.—Studies of Modern 
Mind and Cl^aractcr. Loudon, 
1881, 8vo. 

VolUire, pp. Ill 192. 

Zabuesnig, J. C. von.—Historische 
Nacbrichten von dem Leben 


uud den SchriftcQ des Hcrrn 
von Voltaire, etc. 2 Bdo. 
Augsburg, 1777, 8vo. 

MAOAZrsE AnTicf.Ks, Etc. 

Vollaire, Francois Marie.—Dublin 
University Magazine, by J. W. 
Cal craft, vol. 4 1. 1851. p|». t>31- 
689.—Melho<li'l Qu.uterlv', Vfd. 
4^. 1866, pp. 16 -:i 00 .—Black- 
wooiFs Edinburgh M igazlne, 
vol. Ill, 1872, pp. 270 290; 
same article, LittcIIV Living 
Age, vol. 113, pp. 131-H6.— 
Fraser's Magazine, vol. 5 N.S., 
1872, pp. 678-691.—Quarterly 
Review, vol. 135, 1873, l>p. 331- 
373; same article, LittelTs Liv¬ 
ing Age, vol. 119, pp. 707-731. 
—-Wineteenth Century, by A. 
A. Knox, vol. 12, 1882, pp. 
613 632. 

- and the Duehesu de ChoUeul. 

Kation, March 7, 1889, pp. 

201 , 202 . 

wi Ih/ Fair St. James's 
Magazine, by Ur. Micholaen, 
vol. 12, 1805, pp. 213-221. 
—and FrederUk th^ Great. 
New Monthly Mai!azine, vol. 
no, 1859, pp. 475-485 ; same 
article, Littell's Living Age, 
vol. 63, pp. 259 267. 

rjluf the FreneJi Revolution. 
National Quarterly, by C. W. 
Super, vol. 38, p. 91, etc. 
^and Ocnei^i. American 
Church Review, vol. 10, p. 1, 
etc. 

nd Gibbon. New Monthly 
blagaziiie, voi. 58, 1840, pp. 
558.5gL—Tinsley's Magazine, 
by Ai D. Vandam, vol. 19, 
1876, pp. 10-15. 

:nd his PanejyrUli. CitboUo 







xxviil BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Voltaire, Fraocois Marie. 

World, by J. Doucet, vol. 27, 
1878, pp. 688-696. 

■ — and his relation to the Study | 
of llietory. Roynl Historical 
Society’s Trans., by Dr. Zvrtti, 
vol. 10, 1882, pp. 344-370. 

- and his Bungener on, 

Christian Otiserver, vol. 64, 
1854, pp. 627-643. 

- andhisValet. Dublin Univer¬ 
sity Magazine, vol. 68, 1866, pp. 
243-259 ; same article, Littcirs 
Living Ago, vol. 91, pp. 166-180. 

- and King Stanislas. National 

Review, by 11. W. WoHF, May 
1892, pp. 381-400. 

- and Madame du Chdtelet. 

Quarterly Review, vol. 23, 1820, 
pp. 154-166.—Ninotcenth Cen¬ 
tury, by E. Clarke, vol. 3, 
1878, pp. 1052-1073.—Temple 
Bar, May 1892, pp. 75-84. 

- and the Prisidenl de Brasses. 

New Monthly Magazine, vol. 
114, 1858, pp. 867-378. 

- and Bonsseau. British Quar¬ 
terly Review, vol. 2, 1845, pp. 
197-220.—Fortnightly Review, 
by O. Saintsbury, vol. 29, 1878, 
pp. 678-690. 

and Shakespere. Cornhill 
Magazine, vol. 48, 1881, pp. 
211-232; same article, Littell’s 
Living Age, vol. 148, pp. 792-806. 

- and lyUhelmina, Margravine 

of Baireiith, Spectator, June 
2, 1888, pp. 755, 756. 
.——Anecdotes of, among the Sudss. 
Harper’s New Monthly Maga¬ 
zine, by A. Stevens, vol. 57, 
1878, pp. 260-272, 

-as a Lover. Galaxy, by M. 

A. E. Wager, vol. 18, 1874, pp. 
21 35. 

- as a Scholar. New Monthly 


Voltaire, Franfois Marie. 

Magazine, vol. 141, 1867, pp. 
324-SS2. 

-os a Theologian, Moralist, and 

Metaphysician. Fraser's Maga¬ 
zine, vol. 76, 1867, p|). 542- 
568 ; same article. Eclectic 
Magazine, vol. 70, pp. 1-23. 

- at the Bar of History. Penn 

Monthly, by D. d’lslria, vol. 
12, p. 337, etc, 

- at Berlin. Fortnightly Re¬ 
view, by J. Morley, vol. 16, 
1871, pp. 450-477, 

—-a4 Ferney. Bentley’s Maga¬ 
zine, vol. 48, 1860. pp. 398-406. 

- Centenary of. Irish Monthly 

Magazine, by T. A. Finlay, vol. 
6 , 1878, pp. 397-411.—Dublin 
Review, vol. 83,1878, pp. 1-12. — 
Catholic Presbyterian, by K. do 
Pressens^, vol. 1,187-*, pp. 36-40. 

- Criticisms on Shakspere. 

Lomlon Magazine, vol. 1, 1820, 
pp. 126-132. 

—..-Gibbon's to. Hogg’s 

Instructor, vol. 6 N.S., 1850, 
pp. 211-214. 

- Glimpses of. Western, by 

if. S. Snow, vol. 6, 1880, pp. 

101 - 111 . 

• ••Heart of. Onco a Week, by 
M. A. Power, vol. 4, 1861, pp. 
63-71.—All the Year Round, 
vol. 9, 1863, pp. 87, 88. 

- Horrors of last days of. 

Christian Observer, voL 42, 
1842, pp. 668-676. 

- Iloussaye's Life of. Bentley’s 

Miscellany, vol. 44, 1858, pp. 
197-207. 

-in Me Crystal Palace. Black¬ 
wood’s Edinburgh Magazine, 
vol. 70, 1851, pp: 142-153. 

-in England. North American 

Review, by J. Parton, vol. 100, 



bibliography. 


Voltaire, Fran 9 ois Mario. 

1SC5, i»p. J47 aS9.—Cotuliill 
Ma);azine, by J. C. Carr, vol. 
i6, 1882, I'p. 452-46.1. 677-611 
saiu« article, liiltell’s Living 
Age, vol. 158. ri>. 500-509. 

- iti tfu I'ktl/tcrland.'f. Temiilc 

Bar, by J. C. A. van Sypesteyn, 
Tol. 60, 1877, pp. 174-188 ; 
a.'ttno article, Littell's Living 
Age, vol. 134, pp. 97-106. 

-171 PolUics. Nation, by E. L. 

GodkiD, vol. 26, 1878, pp. 369, 
370, 

- in Swi(z£rla)id. Nation, by 

A, LiUigol, vol. 43, 1880, pp. 
412,413. 452,453,518,619. 

- ••Jnnk<f}>tT ioT Kuropt. 

Genlleman’a Magazine, by Jas. 
Itamaay, July 1890, pp. 22-32. 

_ Last Viail lo Paris. Bel¬ 
gravia, by C. lierrey, vol. 64, 
1884, pp. 334-341 ; same article, 
Eclectic Magazine, vol. 103, pp. 
621-025. and LiHeH's Living 
Age, vol. 163, pp. 117-121. 

- LtiUrs of. Tortfolio, vol. 1, 

1809, pp. 316-329. —Littcll'a 
Living Ago (from the Athen- 
icuiu), vol. 61,18.16, pp. 676-683. 

-XiA of. Portfolio, vol. 30, 

1823, pp. 4-12. 

_ Lift and CharacUr of. 

Foreign lloview, by T. Carlyle, 
vol. 3, 1829, pp. 429-476, re¬ 
printed in 6Vi4tcal and A/wcef- 
hsnetnu X'jMye, 1639.—Biblical 
Repository, vol. 8, 3rd sor., 
1847, pp, 458-483. — West- 
minster uaview, voL 43, 1845, 
pp. 384-430.—Moodily Review, 
vol. 108, 1826, pp. 877-386. 
-^Lift and genius oj. Dublin 
Uoiversity Magazioe, voL 61, 
1863, pp, 93-108, 168-137. 


Vollaiie, Fraineis, Mari'-. 

- Mvrlnjs L\h of. _N<irth 

Aiii'iicaii U'Vicw. by r. S. 
Frrry, vol. 115, 1872. pp. Ill- 
435.—Noiion, bv A. Uug.l. 
vol. 15, 1S72. I'p 150-152.- 
New Englander, by 
Kingsley, vol, 32, 1873, pp. 
661 - 589 .—Christian Observer, 
vol. 72, 1872, pp. 186-209. 

- Parlm'sLxfeif. Fortnightly 

Beview, by G. .Sainlsbury, vol. 
80 N.S., 18il, pp- 149-167 ; 
sfline otticlc, Ecluclic Maga- 
zine, vol. 97, pp- 474-486.— 
Atlantic Monthly, by J. r. 
Clarke, vol. 48. 1881, pp- 260- 
273 .—Nation, by A. V. Dicey, 
vol. 33. 1881, pp. 276-27-. 297. 
298.—Unitarian Review, vol. 
16, p. 293. etc.—Dial (Chicago), 
by \. B. Denslow, vol. 2, 1882, 
pp. 59 - 61 .—SpccUtor, April 22, 

1882, pp. 633-536 
_ o phitosopher wUhout philo¬ 
sophy. Chatubers’s Edinburgh 
Journal, vol. 20 N.S., 1854, pp. 
425-427 ; same article, Eclectic 
Klagazine, vol. 31, pp. 423, 424. 
-^/Virole Life of. North 
American Review, hy A. H. 
Everett,vol. 1-2, 1821, pp. 38-60 

_ Romances of, and Oteirvunral. 

Westminster Review, vol. 75, 
1861, pp. 3C3 380; same 
article, Littell’s Living Age, 
vol. 69, pp. 887-397. 

- JUmances, Philosophy of. 

Temple Bar, vol. 80, 1887, pp. 
91-110. 

- Kciiyffftv, and Gwthfs Edio- 

buigh Review, by H. Merivale, 

vol. 92. 1850. pp. 188-220, 

reprinted in Historical Studia, 

1866. ^ „ . 

aUiMs titvc 










XXX 


bibliography. 


VoUairo, FraD 9 ois Marie. 
Eiiglamler, by J. Mardoch, 
vol. 1, 1843, pp. ]65183. 

- School Days of. Atlantic 

Motithly, by.), Partoii, vol, 47 

1881, pp. 507-517. 

- Strauss's. Nation, by A. V. 

Dicey, vol. 21.1875. pp. 215,216. 

- Study of. Radical, by J. W. 

Chadwick, vol. 10, 1872, pp. 
274-288. “ 


Voltaire, Fran 9 ois ilarie. 

- ttrsus Shakespeare, Knicker* 

bocker, vol. 6 , 1835, pp. 319- 
3>2 

- Yisit to. Temple Bar, vol. 

64. 1882. pp, 121 131 ; same 
article, Littell’s Living Age, 
vol. 152, pp. 290-295. 

- Visit to, by Casanova. New 

Monthly Magazine, vol. 4, 1822, 
pp. 171-178, 232-237. 


XII. CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF WORKS 


(Edipe, tragedie , . 1719 

La Henriade , . . 1723 

Hdrode ct Mariamne, 

tragddie. . . . 1725 

L’Indiscrct, com 6 dio . 1725 


Essay upon the Civil Wars 
of Franco: and also upon 
the Epic poetry of the 
Enropoan Nations . . 1727 

Bratus .... 1731 

Histoire do CharIcsXII. . 1731 
Zaire, tragddie . . . 1733 

Le Templo de rAraiti6 . 1733 
Lo Temple du Goust . 1733 
Letters concerning the 
English Nation . 1733 

La Mort de Cdsar, tragedie 1786 
Alzire, on les Am^ricains, 
tragedie . . . 1733 

L’EnfantProdigue, com^die 1738 

Discoiirs en vers sur 
I’Hoinmo . . . 1733 

Eldmeiits de la philosophie 
de Newton . . . 1733 

VIedoMoliire . . . 17:49 

Mahomet, tragedie . . 1742 

La Mferope, tragedie . . 1744 

La Princesso ae Navarre, 
coin^die-ballet . . 1745 


Le Temple de la Gloire . 1746 
Le Batftillo de Pontenoy . 1745 
Zadig .... 1747 
Babouc, ou le monde 
comine il va . . . 1743 

Nanine, com4ilie . , 1749 

S^miraniia, tragedie . . 1749 

Dissertation sur les ^rinci- 

pales Tragedies anciennes 
et modernes . . . 1750 

Oreste, tragidie . 1750 

Le Slide do Louis XIV. . 1751 
Ddfense de Milord Boling- 
broke .... 1762 

Micromdgas , . 1762 

Romo Sauvde, tragddio . 1762 

Le Duo de Foix, tragddie . 1762 

Annalea de I'Empire depuis 
Charlemagne. . . 1763 

La Pucelle d'Orldans. . 1755 

Saiil, tragddie . . . 1755 

L’Orphelin de la Chine, 
tragddie. . . . 1755 

Essay sor I’Histoiro Gdnd- 
rale et sur lea Mceurs ct 
I’Elsprit des Nations . 1766 
SoDM do Platon . . 1756 

Les Denz Consolda . . 1756 




bibliography. 


XXXI 


Hi^*fo5re ile 

ScartiHMitaOo. . • ' 

La Heligioii Naturfllc • 17:i6 

PocineH s\u k* Dcsa^tro «le 
Linbonno et Lo* 

Nnlurello . • ♦ ^-r? 

Ija I’rade, comcdie . 17&y 

Ffinuie fjui a raison, 
coniO'iie. • • • 

Socratc, trag^ie . . 1' ^9 

Ij 6 Canliquo Uea Canti<i«e8 
CainliUo , . • • 

llUtoiro do TEmpiro do 
son% Piorio Ic 

Grand . • • 

Lo Pauvro Diablo . • 1/60 

Le Caffi ou L'Ecoasaisc, 

com^die • • • 

Appel k Inntca ks Nations 
do TEuropo dcs juge- 
monts d uii Ecrivain 
Anglais. . • • 

TancmL tragcdio . • J'ol 

Zulinic, irag^lio . • ;l5} 

L'Ecbango, cornedio . • 1/^' 

I/A.B.C. DUIoguc Curieu,. 

Histoiro d’Elizsbctli Can¬ 
ning et lie .lean Calas . 1/6- 

PiiceBorigiiialcs coucfrnant 

Ja niort «Ih 8 Sieura Galas 1/62 
Tli^atro de Pierre Corneille 

avee des Commentairea 1762-3 
Tnii»4 BUr la ToUranca 1763 

Remarquea pour acrelr do 
SuppUiiieDt d I’Essay Bur 
I’HUtoire Gcn<5ralo, etc.. 1763 
Olimpic, tragfcdio . 1703 

Le Dfolt du Seigneur, 
comddic. • • • 1763 

Dictionoairo Pbilosophiquo 1764 
Coiitea do Guillaume YadA 1764 
Ca qui plait anz damea . 1764 

L'EcueU du Saga, comMie 1764 
Dontea Kouveauz Bur la 

TeataiDeot, etc. 1766 [1764] 


r.n ri.ilosoj.lliede I'Hi'toiic K6i 
Adelaile du (^uescliri. 

Ua^e-lie. . • • 1/65 

CoiiuiH-iii nfe sur le I.ivro 
dcs Di'lns et do Tvines 
(liv tlie M.tr«nn« de 
IJecoru] . . . I'ei 

Pliilosojd.e Ignorant . 1/66 

Lea Questions da Zaf^ata 

1766 [176/] 

Lettres ii Son AUcssc Mon- 
aeigiuur le Princo de 
* • • (llruuawick) . • 1||, , 

Defense de iiion Oucle . 1767 

Ezaiiieii important do 

Milord Holmgbroko . 1767 

Lc« HonnAtetAs LiltAiaircs 1/6/ 
L'IngAnu . . . • 1767 

Cbarlot ou la Comteftse do 
Givri . . - • 

Les Scythes, tragAdie . 1^6/ 

Octavo ot le jeuno I’oinpAo 1/67 
Princesse do Babilono . 1/68 

L'Homnic au* quaraiite 

ecus . . . • 1'6» 

l/cs SingularitAs de la 

Nature . . . • l'®2 

U Guerre Civile do GenAvc 1708 
Diou et lea Hoiniiu-s . . l^i’^ 

De la Paiz Perpftuelle, . 1/09 

Collection d’Anciens Ev»n- 

Les I.«ttrc8 d’Ainabed 17UJ 

Histoiro du Parleujent do 
PariB . . • 

PrAcis du SiAcle de Lou»» 

.. 

LesGuebrcB ou laTolAranco. 

tragAdio ' ' \1-q 

SopliunUbe, tragAdto . . W/^ 

QucstioiiB *ur 

, pAdio . • • 1770-72 

Epilret, Satires, Contes, 

OdaB,et^ . . ■ \ll\ 

Lft Begu^ule • • * itto 

Le • '''* 







5txxii BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


L^s IVlopiiles, ou Atrec et 
Tiiieate, trag^ilie . . 1772 

Jean qui pleuro ct Jean qui 

rit . . . . 1772 

Lea Loix dc Minos ou 
Asterie, tragedio . , 1773 

Fragments sur I'lnde, etc. 1773 
Lo Taureau Itlanc . , 1774 

Histoire de Jenni, ou lo 

Sago el I'Athdo . . 1775 

Don P^dro, roi de Castille, 
trag^dio . . .1775 

ComniGotaire historique sur 
lea oeuvres de I’auteur de 
la Henriade . . . 1775 

La Bible en 6 n orpliqu^e . 1776 
Leltrca Cliiooises . . 1776 

Un Chretien cootre six 

_ • • u • 1777 

Lommentair© sur I’Esprit 
dos Lois de Montesquieu 1777 
Prix do la Justice et de 
l’Humanit 6 . . . 1773 

Eriphile, trag.5die , , 1775 

Iritio, tragddie . . . 1779 

Mdmoirea de M. do YoUairo 
dcrits par lui>m 6 nio 1784 

Pcus4ea, Remarquea et Ob¬ 
servations . . . 1802 

Le Due d’Alenjoo, trag 4 <lio 1821 

L’Envieux, comidie . . 1834 

Lettres SoerMea , , 1785 


Lettres ik ses amis du Par- 
M«sse .... 1768 

Monsieur de Voltaire peint 

par lui-meme , . 1766 

Corrcspondance de Voltaire 
ct dn Cardinal de Beniia 1799 
Lettres inddilca Frdddric 
le Grand . . 1802 

Supplement au Recuoil des 

Lettres de M. de Voltaire 1808 
Lettres inddites adressdes ^ 

Mme. La Comtesse do 
Lutxelbourg . . . 1812 

Lettres inddites . . 1818 

Pieces ind'litos . . , 1820 

Lettres indJites . . 1821 

Lettres diverses recueillies 
en Suisse . . . 1821 

Lettres inddites K Mme. 

Quinault, etc. . . 1822 

Lettres .... 1823 
Correspoodanceinddite aveo 
P. il. Hennio , . 1825 

Lettres iuddites . , 1826 

Corresnondanceinddlte avec 
Frdddric II., lo Pr^ident 
de Brosses, etc. . . I 8 S 8 

Lettres inddites . . 1S88 

Voltaire k Forney. Sa 
Correspondance avec la 
DuchMse de Saxe-Gotha 1860 
Lettres inddites aur laToldr- 
, »°ce .... 1863 

Lettres et billets inddits . 1887 


THR^WALTBR SCOTT PRESS, NBWCASTLE-OK-TYNB 



The Scott Library. 

Clolh, Uocul Edges, Gilt Top. Pnee is- 6d. per Volume. 


VOLUMES ALREADY ISSUED— 

1 MALORY’S ROMANCE OF KINO ARTHUR AND THE 

Qucjt of tbe llviy Crai). Edltctl by Emeat Ub>8. 

2 THOREAU’S WALDEN. WITH INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

by Will U Dlrfka. 

3 THOREAU’.S ‘'WEEK.” WITH PREFATORY NOTE BY 

will H DlrcV» 

4 THOkEAU’S ESSAYS. EDITED, WITH AN IN IRO- 

ilu'tloD. by Win 11 ll|i«^k9. 

5 CONFESSIONS OF AN ENGLISH OPIUM-EATER. ETC. 

By TboiuM Di- Quincey. v\ ith IntrfHluclory Note by W iiJmin Sb»Tp. 

6 LANDOR’S IMAGINARY CONVERSATIONS. SELECTED, 

wlib Introduction, by Ilairlock UJlii. 

7 PLUTARCH’S LIVES (LANGHORNE). WITH INTRO- 

dactory Not« hy B. J. SneU, M.A. 

8 BROWNES HELIGIO MEDICI, ETC WITH INTRO- 

doctioD by J. AifWrtgicn SytuondA. 

9 SHELLEY’S ESSAYS AND LETTERS. EDITED, WITH 

latfodurt<)r7 by Krne^t Rbyt. 

to SWIFT’S PROSE WRITINGS. CHOSEN AND ARRANGED, 
IntroductiOD, by W&JUr 

II MY STUDY WINDOWS. BY TAMES RUSSELL LOWELL 

With lotroducUoo by It Oanett LLD. 

la LOWELL S ESSAYS ON THE ENGLISH POETS. WITH 
• new Intro'luctloD by Mr. LoweU. 

13 THE IllGLOW PAPERS. BY JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL 

With ft S'fftffttory NoU by Emrat lUiy*. 

14 GREAT ENGLISH PAINTERS. SELECTED FROM 

Cunoiiiabftni'ft Lint. tJito*! by " illUtn Sharp. 


The WAtii'ft Scott Publishing Cumiaw, Lihitbd, 
lonuon and .nr\vcastlk-on-tyne. 



THE SCOTT LIBRARY—continued. 

15 BYRON’S LETTERS AND JOURNALS. SELECTED, 

with Introduction, by MathiMe Blind. 

1 6 LEIGH HUNTS ESSAYS. WITH INTRODUCTION AND 

Notos by Arthur Symooa. 

17 LONGFELLOW’S ‘UlYPERION/^ ‘‘KAVANAGH/' AND 

*'Tb© TrouTcrea.'* With Introduction by W. Tirebuck. 

18 GREAT MUSICAL COMPOSERS. BY G* F. FERRIS. 

Editod, with Introduction^ by Mrs. William Sharp. 

19 THE MEDITATIONS OF MARCUS AURELIUS. EDITED 

by Alice Zimtuem. 

20 THE TEACHING OF EPICTETUS. TRANSLATED FROM 

tbo Greek, witli Introduction and Notes, by T. W. Roiloiton. 

21 SELECTIONS FROM SENECA WITH INTRODUCTION 

by Walter Clodo. 

22 SPECIMEN DAYS IN AMERICA. BY WALT WHITMAN. 

Revised by the Author, with fresh l^efaco. 

23 DEMOCRATIC VISTAS. AND OTHER PAPERS. BY 

Walt Whitman. (Published by arraogement with the Author.) 

24 WHITE’S NATURAL HISTORY OF SELBORNE. WITH 

a Preface by Richard JefTories. 

25 D?:F0E’S captain singleton. EDITED. WITH 

Introduction, by II. Ualliday Sparling. 

26 MAZZINFS ESSAYS: LITERARY, POLITICAL, AND 

Religious. With Introduction by William Clarke. 

27 PROSE WRITINGS OF HEINE. WITH INTRODUCTION 

by Havelock ElUs. 

28 REYNOLDS’S DISCOURSES. WITH INTRODUCTION 

by Helen Zimmem. 

29 PAPERS OF STEELE AND ADDISON. EDITED BY 

Walter Lewin. 

30 BURNS’S LETTERS. SELECTED AND ARRANGED, 

with Introduction, by J. Logie Robertson, M.A* 

3 * VOLSUNGA SAGA. William Morris. WITH INTRO* 

ductionby H. 11. SpartinjC. 


Tiia Wai.tbr Scott Publishing Company, Limited. 

LONDON AND NBWCASTLE-ON-TYNB. 



THE 8COTT LIBRARY—continueJ, 

38 SARTOR RESARTUS. BY THOMAS CARLYLE. WITH 

Istroduct'.oQ bjr Enieist 

33 SELECT WRITINGS OF EMERSON. WITH INTRO 

daciiuo ty I'urcital Chubb. 

34 AUTODIOCRAPHY OF LORD HERBERT. EDITED, 

vi(b AO lAtrodncUon. bj WIU 11. DiicWa. 

35 ENGLISH PROSE, FROM MAUNDEVILLE TC 

IhAckera/. Cbo»oo And Edited by Arthur Qaitvn. 

36 THE PILLARS OF SOCIETY, AND OTHER PLAYS. BY 

Uvniik Ibtea. i£dit«d, «rllb aii lotroJuction, by llAveluck Kills. 

17 IRISH FAIRY AND FOLK TALES. EDITED AND 

S«lrctcd by W. U 

18 ESSAYS OF DR. JOHNSON, WITH BIOGRAPHICAL 

Iatro<luctloo Aod Not«a uy Stuart J. Held. 

59 ESSAYS OF WILLIAM HAZLITT. SELECTED ANE 

l.dited, with IaUcKlucliu& And NoU». by Frauk Carr. 

40 LANDOR'S PENTAMERON, AND OTHER IMAGINARY 

C4>n««nciUona. £dlt«d, with a Frufocu, by U. KUU. 

4 f POE’S TALES AND ESSAYS. EDITED, WITH INTRO- 

ducilon, by Kmajt itbyt. 

4J VICAR OF WAKEFIELD. BY OLIVER GOLDSMITH. 
Bdll«il, with PrefACA, by Krnvkt Rbya. 

43 POLITICAL ORATIONS. FROM WENTWORTH TO 

UftouLfty. KdltA<l, witb loUoiluctl&p^ by WUIIaia CLirko. 

44 THE AUTOCRAT OF THE BREAKFAST-TABLE. BY 

outer WefiUell lluluiee. 

45 THE POET AT THE BREAKFAST-TABLE. BV OLIVER 

Wendell Uolmae. 

46 f HE PROFESSOR AT THE BREAKFAST-TABLE. BY 

outer Wendell iluUnoe. 

47 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS TO HIS SON. 

SeJecl^J, wllb iDtroducUuo^ by Clurlcs Seyle. 

48 STORIES FROM CAKLETON. SELECTED, WITH INTRO- 

doctioD, by W. YiiAtA. 

Tjie Wai-tbh Scott Poblishino Co.mpasy, Limited, 

LONDON AND NtWCASTLB-ON-TYNE. 



THE SCOTT LIBRARY—continued. 

<9 JANE EYRE. BY CHARLOTTE BRONTE. EDITED BY 
Clement K. Shorter. 

CO ELIZABETHAN ENGLAND. EDITED BY LOTHROP 
Withlngt-n. with a Preface by Dr. FumiraU. 

Cl THE PROSE WRITINGS OF THOMAS DAVIS. EDITED 
by T. W. Uollestoo. 

C2 SPENCE S ANECDOTES. A SELECTION. EDITED, 

with AO Inlroiluction ancl NotM, by John Un^lcthUl. 

53 MORES UTOPIA, AND LIFE OF EDWARD V. EDITED. 

wuh an Iiilroductian, by Maurice Adams. 

54 SADI’S GULISTAN. OR FLOWER GARDEN. TRANS- 

lalcd, VkUh ao Khaa)*! by James Rosa. 

55 ENGLISH FAIRY AND FOLK TALES. EDITED BY 

B. Sidney llarUnnil. 

56 NORTHERN STUDIES. BY EDMUND GOSSE. WITH 

a Nota by Krnest Ithp. 

57 EARLY REVIEWS OF GREAT WRITERS. EDITED BY 

B. St«ti‘n^»»n. 

58 ARISTOTLES ETHICS. WITH GEORGE HENRY 

AHstoUa frvfitetL 

59 LANDOR'S PERICLES AND ASPASLV. EDITED, WITH 

an IntroduciloQi by Qa^etock RUla* 

60 ANNALS OF TACITUS. THOMAS GORDON’S TRANS- 

UUon. Kdlted. »Uh an IntrodncUon, by Aithar Oaltoo. 

61 ESSAYS OF ELIA. BY CHARLES LAMB. EDITED, 

with an Introduction, by Emett Rhya 

62 BALZAC'S SHORTER STORIES. TRANSLATED BY 

William Wilson and ibe Count Slenbock. 

63 COMEDIES OF DE MUSSET. EDITED. WITH •tN 

Introductory Wom, by S. L. Qwynn. 

64 CORAL REEFS. BY CHARLES DARWIN. EDITED, 

with an Introduction, by Dr. J. W. iillams. 

SC SHERIDAN’S PLAYS. EDITED, WITH AN INTRO- 

ductioxi, by Uu4oU DIrcks. 

Thu Walter Scott Pubushimo Company, Limited, 

LONDON AND NBWCASTLB-ON-TYNK. 



THE SCOTT LIBRARY —coniinuc<J. 

66 Ot»R VILLAGE. BV MISS MITFORD. EDITED, WITH 

«D IntroJacUon, by Emeit KIijs. 

67 MASTER HUMPHREY’S CLOCK. AND OTHER STORIES. 

Hj ClufUj Dukena. WUb lutroJuction by Frank T. Slanuls. 

6S TALES FROM WONDERLAND. BY RUDOLPH 

fiautut/Acb Traafllat«d by UeJea B. Dole. 

69 ESSAYS AND PAPERS BY DOUGLAS JERROLD. EDITED 

by WiklUr JerroM. 

TO VINDICATION OP THE RIGHTS OF WO.MAN. BY 
Mary NVollatonecraft. lotrodoctlon by Mn B Roblna PennelL 

Tl “THE ATHENIAN ORACLE.” A SELECTION. EDITED 

by Jubc t'oderbxU, with PrelaU-ry NoUby Walter Besaut. 

7i essays OP SAINTE.BEUVE. TRANSLATED AND 
Itdiled, wtib an Introduction, by Bliiabetb Lee. 

73 SELECTIONS FROM PLATO. FROM THE TRANS- 

Uu^o Qt b) JeahaiD tjid Tikylot. by T. W. RoUtiiU>a 

74 HEINE’S ITALIAN TRAVEL SKETCHES, ETC. TRANS- 

UUd by KUalwtb A Shkrp. >Vltb ao Inlfrxlacilao from tbe Freocb of 
Tbaopbilo GauUer. 

js SCHILLER’S MAID OF ORLEANS. TRANSLATED, 

«rt'.b an lutrodactlon, by Uajor-Oeoeni Patrick Maxwell. 

76 SELECTIONS FROM SYDNEY SMITH. EDITED, WITH 

an iDtrodactloo, by Kraeal Rbya 

77 THE NEW SPIRIT. BY HAVELOCK ELLIS. 

78 THE BOOK OF MARVELLOUS ADVENTURES. FROM 

ibe "Mona d Arthor- Edited by Ernest Rbye. |TbU. U>*ethef wtlb 
htf. le ierm* tlia complete Morta a Arthur/') 

79 ESSAYS AND APHORISMS. BY SIR ARTHUR HELPS. 

Witb an latroductloa by B. A. Ucipc 

80 E.SS.\YS OF MONTAIGNE. SELECTED, WITH A 

^ Vxw, Ai<>r 7 Vote, by PerdraJ Cbabb* 

Bi THE LUCK OF BARRY LYNDON. BY W. ^L 

TbAciaray. B<ilted by F. T. Marxi.-UJ. 

83 SCHILLER'S WILLIAM TELL. TRANSLATED, WITH 

ai) I< trodurtloB, by Major-Oeaeral Patrick Maxwell- 

Tha Walib» Scott Pcbushikc Coupanv, Limited, 

LONDON AND Nt\VCASTLB-ON-TYNB. 



THE SCOTT LIBRART-continued, 


«3 CARLYLE’S ESSAYS ON GERMAN LITEILATUKE. 

Wttb an InirodQcttOD by Ernest Rhji. 

84 PLAYS AND DRAMATIC ESSAYS OF CHARLES LAM& 

with ao Introduction^ by Uudolf Dirckt. 

8$ THE PROSE OF WORDSWORTH. SELECTED AND 

tCiliUNl. an Introduction, by William Koigbt. 

86 ESSAYS^ DIALOGUES, AND THOUGHTS OF COUNT 

OUcutno l^onardL Tran^lat^d. «Uh no Introduction nnd Not^a, by 
M^wr (ient»raJ Patnrk Maxwell. 

87 TIIK INSPECTOR.GENERAL. A RUSSIAN COMEDY. 

Hy Nikolai V. Go^(»l. Trai>*tlAt«d from theoii^nal. wUb an 
an I by Aribur A. >>k<sa. 

88 ESSAYS AND APOTHEGMS OF FRANCIS^ LORD BACON. 

Kdit«*d, nith an Introduction, by John liucbao. 

89 PROSE OP MILTON. SELECTED AND EDITED, WITH 

an Introdurtioo. by Uicbard Oarnett, LLD. 

90 THE REPUBLIC OF PLATO. TRANSLATED BY 

Tbom&ii Taylor, wiiii an ItitrodaeUou by Theodore Wratulaw. 

91 PASSAGES FROM FROISSART. WITH AN INTRO- 

ductloo by Frank I 

9 J THE PROSE AND TABLE TALK OF COLERIDGE. 

lilted by WUJ U. Du.ka. 

93 HEINE IN ART AND LETTERS. TRANSLATED BY 

El:&ib«tb A. Sharp, 

94 SELECTED ESSAYS OF DE QUINCEY. WITH AN 

lotro-luction by Sir Oeorge Hart 

95 VASARrS LIVES OF ITALIAN PAINTERS. SELECTED 

eod PrefacecI by Ilarelock Kllia 

96 LAOCOON, AND OTHER PROSE WRITINGS OF 

LKSSlNU. A new Trmnidetiou by W. &. R-umMdi. 

97 PELLEAS AND MELISANDA, AND THE SIGHTLESS 

Two rUye by Maurice MaeterhociL Tranelated from the French by 
lAurence Aleut TadcmA 

98 THE COMPLETE ANGLER OF WALTON AND COTTON. 

Kdltod. with an Intro«lucUon, by CluvTiee Hill Dick. 


Tiia Walter Scorr Publishing Company, Limked, 

LONDON AND NR\VCASTLS>ON*TYNL. 




THE SCOTT LIBRARY—continued. 

99 LESSING'S NATHAN THE WISE. TRANSLATED BY 
Major«Oencral F&trick MaiweU. 

100 THE POETRY OF THE CELTIC RACES. AND OTHER 
Eisaya of En^e.^t Ronan. Tr.insUtod by \V. G. IlutchUon- 
JOI CRITICISMS, REFLECTIONS, ANDMAXIMSOFGOETHE. 
Tr^fulat^O, with an IntroduclioD, by W. B. IU>Duf«?UU. 

102 ESSAYS OF SCHOPENHAUER. TK.ANSLATED BY 

Mw. Rudolf DifcV^t With an loiroduclioii. 

103 RENAN’S LIFE OF JESUS- TRANSLATED, WITH AN 

Introduction, by Wilil/HD G. Uutchi^on. 

104 THE CONFESSIONS OF SAINT AUGUSTINE. EDITED, 

with an Introduction, by Arthur Syinoin. 

105 THE PRINCIPLES OF SUCCESS IN LITERATURE. 

By Oeofxo Henry Le«o«. by T. Sharper 

106 THELIVESOFDK.JOHNDONNE.SIRHENKN WOTTON. 

Mr. llii-lmrd Hooker, .Mr. fJeorgo Ilcrbi-rt, an.l l)r, 

By iLaWic WjUlon. tdltc<l, ''ith an Inlro^lucuon, by Charlc?^ lliJl Dick. 

»o8 RENAN’S ANTICHRIST. TRANSLATED. WITH AN 
Introduction, by W. G Hui^ hi^on. — 

109 ORATIONS OF CICERO. SELECTED AND EDITED, 
with An lntr<^»<lucllon, by Fred. W. Norris. 
no KEFLPXTIONS ON THE REVOLUTION IN FRANCE. 

By Etlinund Butko. With an Introduction by GcorR® Sampaon. 

Ml THE LETTERS OF THE YOUNGER PLINW SERIES L 
TraniiJ.ileit, with an lntr<xluclory Essay, by John B. Firth, B.A., lAfo 
Scholar of Queen i CollcK^. Oxford- 

112 THE LETTERS OF THE YOUNGER PLINY. SERIES II 

Translated by John B. Firth, B.A. 

113 SELECTED THOUGHTS OF BLAISE TRANS- 

luU‘d. with an !t.tr«Hluctl..n and 

114 SCOTS ESSAYISTS: FROM SlIKI-lNI. TO STE\ ENbON. 

K<Uted, with an IntToducli**n, by 0Ufdi4nl Smeaton. 

115 ON LIBERTY. BY JOHN STUART MILL. WITH AN 

InlrcKluciion by W. I*. Omrtney. 

116 THE DISCOURSE ON METHOD AND ^^KTA^’H^ SICAE 

Mudltallon* of Rem' Dc»cartc«. TransUU-d. »ilh Introduchon. by 
Gertrude B. XUwUnpB. 

117 KALIDASA’S SAKUNTALA, Etc. EDITED, WITH AN 

Intrrxluctiou, by T- Hidme. 

118 NEWMAN’S UNIVERSITY SKETCHES. EDITED, WITH 

Introduction, by Gwirg* ^.aIl>pson. . xt 

119 NEWMAN’S SELECT ESSAYS. EDITED, WITH AN 

Intrr>'luctlon, by (Icorpo S8inp*on. _^ r«riTir 

120 RENAN’S MARCUS AURELIUS. TRANSLATED, WITH 

an Introduction, by Wini.‘<fn O. Ifulcbiaoo. 

12! FKOUDE'S NEMESIS OF FAITH. WITH AN INTRO- 
ducHoD by William O. Hutchison. 

The Waj.tef Scott Publishing Company, Limited, 

LONDON AND NEWCASTLB-ON-TYNE. 



MANUALS OF EMPLOYMENT FOR 
EDUCATED WOMEN. 

The object of this series of manuals will be to give to girls, more 
particularly to those belonging to the edocaled classes, who from 
inclination or necessity are looking forward to earning their own 
living, some assistance with reference to the choice of a profession, 
and to the best method of preparing for it when chosen* 
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L—SECONDARY TEACHING. 

This manual contains particulars of the qualifications necessary for a 
secondary teacher, with a list of the colleges and universities where 
training may be had, the cost of training, and the prospect of em¬ 
ployment when trained. 

IL—ELEMENTARY TEACHING. 

This manual sums up clearly the chief facts which need to be known 
iesneciinj[ the work to be done io elementary schools, and the conditions 
under which women may take a share in such work* 


III.—SICK NURSING. 

This manual contains useful information with regard to every branch 
of Nursing—Hospital, District, Private, and Mental Nursing, and 
Nursing in the Army and Navy and in Poor Law lostilutions, with 
particulars of the best method of training, the usual salaries given, and 
the prospect of employment, with some account of the general ad¬ 
vantages and diawl^cks of the work. 


IV.—MEDICINE. 

This manual gives particulars of all the medical qualifications lecog- 
oise.l by the General Medical Council which are open to women, and 
of the methods by which they can be obtained, wiih full details of the 
different universities and colleges at which women can pursue their 
medical studies. 
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Set of Fitiic Vols., io Case, 17 s. 6 J.; in Half Morocco, in Case. 32 s. 6<1 

Voi. I.-“A DOLL’S HOUSE," "THE LEAGUE Or 
YOUTH," and ‘‘THE PILLARS OF SOCIfc-T\ 
Wiih Portrait of the Author* and Biographical Intra- 
ductioQ by William Archer. 

Voi. 11.—“ GHOSTS,*’ " AN ENEMY OF THE 
PEOPLE," and “THE WILD DUCK." With an 
Introductory Note. 

VoL. Ill_“LADY INGER OF OSTRAT," “THE 

VIKINGS AT HELGELAND.- “THE PRE^ 
TENDERS.” With an Introductory Note ana 

Portrait of IbseiL 

You IV.—“ EMPEROR AND GALILEAN.” With an 
Introductory Note by William Archer. 

Vou V—“ROSMERSHOLM.” “THE LADY FROM 
the sea.” “HEDDA GAPLER-** Translated by 
William Archer. With an Introductory Note. 


«N INIERtSTINO AND INSTRUCTIVE GIFT BOOR FOB EVERY ORE 

MUSICALLY INCLtflEO. 

In One Volume. Crown Svo, Cloth, Richly Gill. Price 3/6. 

N\USIC1ANS’ WIT, HUMOUR. AND 

ANECDOTE. 

BcIqk On DiU of Composers, Singers, and Instrumentalists 

of all Times. 

BY FREDERICK 5 . CROWEST. 

Author of “The Great Tone Poets,” “Verdi: Man and Musician' i 
Editor of “The Master Musicians Series,” etc., etc. 

Profusely Illustrated with Quaint Drawings by J. P. Donne. 
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T^he Makers of British Art 


A NEW SERIES OF MONOGRAPHS OP 

BRITISH ARTISTS. 


Each volume illustrated with Twenty Full-page Reproductions 

and a Photogravure Portrait. 

Square Crovjn Svo, Clothe Gilt Tol, Deckled Ed^es^ 3 J. 6d. net. 


VOLUMES READY. 

LANDSEER, Sir Edwin. By the Editor. 

“This little volume may r.tnk as the most complete account of 
Land'Cer that the world is likely to possess.”— 7 »««. 

REYNOLDS, Sir Joshua. By Elsa d’Esterre-Keeling. 

“To the series entitled ‘The Makers of British Art’ Miss ERa 
d'Eslcrre-Keeling contributes an .ulmtrable little volume on Sir 
Joshu.a Reynolds. Miss Keeling’s style is sprightly and cirigrammatic, 
•and her judgments are well considered .”—Daily 'J'elepaph. 

TURNER, J. M. W, By Rorert Chicnell, Author of 
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